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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

CR. J. D. BUTLER. 

1f:,on. Secretar}?: 
;\IR. J. G. KALHFELL. 

OF THE 

�owing 

1Prestbent : 
J. B WHITTY, EsQ.

Wice,,,�resit,ents : 
T. R. GILCHRIST, EsQ. 

<taptain: 
l\IR. FRANK S. GIBBS. 

IDtce::G:aptain: 
MR. \Vi\r. BROWN. 

<romnnttee: 
MR. A B. SLOAN. MR. W. POTTER. 

<.tlub. 

F. R. :\II LLAR, EsQ. 

·tr:,on. Ureasnrer :
MR. J. 1\. STRONG. 

,, 
S. J. MORELL. 

:\. R _\[OSES 

,, E. T. BRADSHAW. 

" B. G. CONNOR. 

IIIR F. SCOTT. 

ID. m. Bssoctatton 1Representati\,es : 
MESSRS. A. B. SLOAN AND F. s. GIBBS. 

JElecteb Members : 
;\JESSRS. A. R. MOSES AND F. s. GIBBS. 

The Annual General Meetz'llg of the Club wzil be held at More/l's Bu!! a..ud 

Mouth Efote!, Boiwke Street, ou Tuesday, 20th September, at 8 p.m., whe1t your 

attendance, and that of a1ty inte1tdzn1; I/I/embers, z's partz'cular!y desz'nd. 

BUSINESS: 

Adoption of Report and Balance Sheet. 

Election of Office-bearers. 

Election of New Members. 

i\JR. Gnrns to propose that the Entrance Fee of 1 os. he suspended for a further period of 
twelve months. 

And any other business that may be brought forward . 

•



ANNUAL 

20TH SEPTEMBER, I 898. 
M .R. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN, 

Your Committee, in rendering an account of its stewardship during the past twelve months, desires first to 
offer you its congratulations upon the sound financial position of the Club, upon the numerous additions that 
have been made to the list of members, upon the active part taken in Club and open Regatta competitions, and 
upon the many promising signs of activity during the corning season. 

We commenced the season under review with a debit of ;;_,·3 r4s. 7d., and we closed it with a credit 
balance of £2 rs. 4d., our revenue being £121 7s. 3d., and our expenditure £119 5s. ud. The Club's 
only liability is the amount due to the debenture holders (£167 13s.), and as against this liability the Club has 
assets to the value of about £500. 

V.R.A. CHAMPION RACES.

The Club was represented in both the Champion Four-oared and Eight-oared Races. In the former event, 
rowed over the Lower Yarra course, on Saturday, 1 rth December, your Club was represented by Messrs. Sloan 
'(stroke), Strong, Potter, and Connor, and after a splendidly contested race from start to finish with the Banks 
crew, your representatives won hy a length and three-quarters in 19 min. 30 sec., which, considering the state of 
the tide, is one of the best records over the course. Members hardly need reminding of the notable fact that the 
Mercantile Rowing Club has now won the Champion Four-oared race three years in succession, and that much of 
the credit of this brilliant achievement is due to Mr. Sid Edwards' invaluable services as "coach." 

The Champion Eight-oared Race, carrying the Premiership Pennant annually presented by Mr. Geo. E 
Upward, was held on Saturday, 26th March. 

Your Club, which had the honor of \Yinning the Pennant the two previous seasons, was re resented on this 
occasion by Messr�. Sloan (stroke), Strong, Potter, Hood, Aylwin, Connor, McNamara and ?doses. The crew 
rowed splendidly for a mile and a quarter, and victory seemed once more assured, but a weak spot developing 
itself the crew collapsed, and finished third to Banks and Albert Park. 

OPEN REGA TT AS. 

The Club was well represented at the various Opet, Regattas held during the season. At the Upper Yarra 
Regatta, held on Saturday, 18th December, Mr. Ivens represented the Club in the Maiden Sculls; Messrs. 
lV[cNamara (stroke), Kalbfell, Telforcl and Edwards in the Maiden Fours ; Messrs. Sloan (stroke), and Strong in 
the Senior Pairs; and Messrs. Sloan (stroke), Strong, Potter and Connor in the Senior Fours. Both the senior 
crews were successful in vanquishing all opponents, but the maiden competitors suffered defeat. 

At the Nagambie Regatta, held on Monday, 27th December, your Club secured a win in the Maiden 
Sculls, thanks to Mr. Ivens, and IVfessrs. Sloan and Strong annexed the Senior Pair trophies. The Maiden Four 
(Messrs. McNamara, Kalbfell, Telford and Edwards) gave a good account of themselves; in the first round they 
beat the Nagarnbie Crew, but in the second round, after a splendidly contested race with the Ballarat Crew, they 
were beaten by a quarter of a length. 

The V.R. 1\. Regatta was held on Saturday, 19th February. Your Club was represented in the Maiden 
Fours hy Messrs._ McNamara, Kalbfcll, Telford ancl Edwards; in the Junior Pairs by Messrs. Aylwin and Moses; 
in the Senior Pairs by Messrs. Sloan and Strong; and in the Senior Fours by Messrs. Sloan, Strong, Potter and 
Connor. Both the senior crews were again successful, but the maiden and junior representatives were vanquished. 

The long list of wins by the Mercantile Club in senior events met with a check at the Ballarat Regatta, 
held on Friday, 4th March. Your Club sent a Senior Pair (Messrs. Sloan and Strong), and Senior Eight (Messrs. 
Sloan, Strong, Potter, Hood, Aylwin, Connor, McNamara and Moses) to Ballarat, but luck was dead against them, 
they being handicapped by a boisterous wind, by rough water which well nigh swamped the boats, and by a 
chapter of minor accidents. The eight, after rowing a dead beat with the vVendouree crew, was beaten in the row 
off by three-quarters of a length. The pair was also defeated. 

At the Barwon Regatta, held on Wednesday, 9th March, your senior eight had another meeting with 
Wendouree, and turned the tables by winning with three-quarters of a length to spare. This is the first senior 
eight-oared race won by the Mercantile Rowing Club, and your Committee desires to offer heartiest congratulat10ns 
to the members of the crew, as well as to the members of the Club generally, upon so important an occasion. 



hlR. A. 11. SI.OAN'S 1{ECOttl).
l'hat a cren'stroked l;y irlr'. t\. B. Sloan should be defeated is so r.rovel an experience in the history of our

Ciuir, as to call for reference in this report to NIr. Sloau's splendid achievements during the past four seasons.
I)uring this peliod he took part in 3z intercolonial, champion, and open seniol races, ancl rvor.r no less than z5 of
then. He has stroked to victory z intercolonial eights, r intercolonial four, z cban-rpiorr eights, 2 chan'rpion
fours, r scnior eight, 6 senior flours, and 6 senior pails. It should also be here placed on record that the
,N,Icrcantile Senior Four, u,hicl, Xfr. Sloan jt,ined in r894, ancl of lvhicl-r he has been stroke duling the past trvo
seasoirs, has rvon evely senior iour-c,arecl race durirrg lire last fivc years, and t1'rat on several occasions the senior
four-oared race has been struck oLrt of regat,.a prograirnles because the entry from the X{ercantile Club was the
only one received.

CLUB RACES,
The Club Races hcld during thc season proved n'rost successful. The cornpetition Ior 1'rial Fours, ir.r gigs,

held on Saturday, z 3rd October, brought oLlt scve n crews. 1'he trophies llere won by Messrs. Aylrlin
(strohe), Iialbfell (3), Chas. Strong (z), and Ciarke (borv).

Pair-oared races for gold n.redals, presented by IIr. S. J. L'Iorell, rvere held on Saturday, r5th ]anuary, aud
N{onday, rTth January. Nine cre\i's colrpeted, ancl as they rvere evenly n'ratched the finishes proved close anci
exciting. The final heat rvas rvon by Nlessrs. N[cNamara (stlol<e) and Ivens.

Handicap sculling races for the Silver Cups presented by X'Iessrs. J. B. I3utler (Vice-President) and 13oyci,
rvere held on Sattilday, zznd January. I'our-teeri members took part in the compctition x-hich cxcited the kccnesl
ioterest. Messrs. Sloan (scratcb) and JSruce (45 yds.) r'r'ret iu the final heat. lIr. Sloan sLrcceeded in vanciuishins
his opponent, ttrus rvinning the Butiel Cup. lilr. 13rLrce, AS rnnner up, secured the Boyd Cr-rp.

GENERl\I- CLUB N{ATTERS.

S. J. niorell, Jan'res Edivards and Sons, A. 8. Sloan, \ir. Potter, J. G. iialtrfell nnd other gentlenen for
donations to the Club and for assistance rendered in many x,ays.

Your Cor-nn'rittee report having concluded satisfactory an'angenrents rvith Dr. tr[orrison, Headntaster oi
Scotch College, for the admission to the Club of n limited nunber of senior students in attendance at Scotcir
Co11ege. 'Ilveive students rvere admitted under this arrangen'rent during the current year. h,Ir. Sloan has kirdl,v
undertakerr the duties of honorary coach to the lads.

During the past trvo seasons the Club's entrance fce ol ros. has been suspencled, and the results have beer-r
such tl'rat your Committee recomnends tl-re further suspension of the rulc. Your Conrmittee would also urge
mcrnbers to continue to use theil best endeavours to add to the numencai strength of the CIub. Nr. H. Sprigg
has helped greatly in this direction, and the Comniittee desires to thank hinr for it.

A prornising member in NIr. George NlcAdam rvas rernoved by derth on the z5th January, Nlembers
joined in paying all respect to the mernory of their late comrade.

A. nerv practice pair-oared boat, built by James Edrvards and Sons, has becn adcled to the Ciub's flcct,
rvhich now consists of r best racing four, r r:linker lacine eight, z practice eights, r clinkcr racing four, :
practice fours, z clinkel lacing pairs, 4 practice pairs, and 3 sculling boats. '1'he fleet is in excelieni order, the
practice boats hav:ng been tboroughll, overirauled dur-ing the lvinter nonths.

A urost successful smol<e concert, rvorhed up by 1VIr. A. 1{ Xioses, rvas held on Satulday, r6th }Iarcir, ar
rvhich the Club trophies rvon during the season wcre presented. 'fhe high esteelr in l,hich the Hon. Secretary,
NIr. J. G. Iialbiell, is hcld was evidenced by the enthusiasm rvhict'r attended the presentation to hiru of a irand.
some gift on the occasion of his marriage.

The Annual Cindelella I)ance r'vas held at the triasonic Hall, orr Wcclnesday, 3rd August, and rvasattended
by zoo gLrests. i'iranhs urainly to the cxcellcnt xrrilngcnrcnts of the joint llon. Se<:s. (l\icssrs. l. G. I{albfcll anci
j.,\. Stroiig), the Ilail \\as an unqualilieC succcss. X{r. Ii. Goodnran, of X'lessrs. '.1'h<;s. }ivains and Sous,
renderecl valuabie aic'l in the decorating of the hail.

r\ccordiug to the rules, all the Oflrce-itearers retire by eflluxion of time, and are eiigible for rc-elcction.
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J. A. STR0NG,

HoN. 'l'nPasurtlir'
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