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Mercclntile Rowing Club.
a

Club House,
Princes Bridge,

14th July, 1940.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIYEN that the SIXTIETH

AI{NUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Mercantile

Rowing CIub will be held at the Club House on

SATURDAY, 27th JULY, 1940, at T.4d p.m. (The

Annual Smoke Night will be held at the conclusion of

the Meeting).

r

BUSINESS:

To receive and adopt the Annual Report and Balance Sheet.

To confirm the rninutes of the previous General Meeting.

To elect Office-Bearers for the ensuing year.

Presentation of, Trophies.

General.

Nominations for Office-Bearers for the ensuing year will close
on the Notice Board at the Boat House at 6 p.m. on Saturday,
20th Juiy, 1940.

By Order of the Committee,

F. NEWPORT,
Secretary.
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(appointed to/6/4o) Mr' H' SI{EARS
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Mr. N. W. CAIRNES, Hon. Ass. Sec. (appointed 3/4/40
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Delegates to the Upper Yarra .drnateur Regatta Association:
Messrs. G. T. HASTIB and L. B. WEIRE.

Delegates to the Metropolitan Rowing Committee:
Messrs. D. M. MACR,A.E and V. BOURNE.
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Mr. W. JOSEPH

Victorian Amateur Sculling Association:
Mr. L. DIGBY

0
1

THE SIXTIETH

Vlerccntile

To the Members of the Mercanti

Gentlemen,

fn presenting this Report of
Season, your Committee has cor

to reeord that after a year of e

Empire having been plunged intc
your CIub is in a definitely sour
members have responded so sple
practically all our eligible men
branches of the Defence Forces.

As fast as one vacancy in th
yet another. These gaps were 1

medically unfit, and it has been .

the rank and file of members, ha
CIub is full of activity, and tt
confidence.

Opportunity is taken to aga
rowing days are past to rally to
young men rvho are serving the I
vigorously functioning. We wili

A splendid example in this
Joseph, who served the Club so i
1919. When he volunteered his se

seized on as assistant by your Il
enlistment in the A.i.F. of Mr.
old duties, where his great expel

il



THE SIXTI E TH ANNUAL REPORT

of the

Vlerccntile Rowing CIub

e

To the Members of the Mercantile Rowing Club.

Gentlemen,

In presenting this Report of the Club's activities for the 1g3g-40
Season, your Committee has consideratrle satisfaction in being able
to reeord that after a year of ever increasing difficulties, due to the
Empire having been plunged into the greatest struggle in its history,
your Club is in a definitely sound position, despite the fact that its
members have responded so splendidly to the call for men, and that
practicaily ali our eligible men have enlisted in one of the various
branches of the Defence Forces.

As fast as one vacancy in the Executive was filled there occurred
yet another. These gaps were fiI1ed by younger members, or those
medically unfi.t, and it has been very gratifying to see how they, and
the rank and fiie of members, have risen to the occasion. To-day the
CIub is full of activity, and the future can be faced with every
confidence.

Opportunity is taken to again appeal to members whose active
rowing days are past to rally to the support of the Club, so that the
young men who are serving the Empire can come back to a Club stilt
vigorously functioning. We will need all the help that can be offered.

A splendid example in this direction was set by Mr. Walter
Joseph, who served the Club so weil as Hon. Secretary from 1909 to
1919. When he volunteered his services in any capacity, he was gladly
seized on as assistant by your Hon. Secretan:y, and following on the
enlistment in the A.i.F. of Mr. Newport, he will again take up his
old duties, where his great experience will be invaluabie.
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SIXTitrT}I ANNUAL REPORT

Naturally, the Club's activities in Championship and Regatta
races have been greatly interfered with, especially in the Senior

division, in which the Club had won the 1938-9 Premiership.

In the Junior class our crews did reasonably wel1, scoring three
wins, and a bright feature was the manner in which men came for-
ward at a moment's notice to flI1 gaps in regatta crews when members
dropped out owing to military duties.

During the winter months there has been much activity. Fort-
nightly Club races have been conducted with marked success, and on

alternate Saturdays members have enthusiastically supported the
football matches organised by the Executive.

Every week-end has seen a splendid attendance at the boathouse,

when men whose business prevents week-day rowing have welcomed

the reiaxation offered, and added to the number of members afloat.

Special mention should be made of the Picken-Williams Eights.
In the past this race has been confined to Ciub members, but in view
of the fact that so many of our men were not avaiiable owing to
enlistments, it was clecided to invite the co-operation of all River
Clubs. The response was so excellent that l-1 crews started, and our
neighbours were so pleased at this innovation, that it is certain that
Clubs will join forces on many occasions during the coming season.

Splendid work was done by Mr. Frank Morris of the Banks CIub in
conducting the races, and the opportunity is taken to tender him the
sincere thanks of the Mercantile Club.

The social functions of the Club have been weII supported, and
it is the intention of the Committee to carry on this vaiuable section
of our activities as far as circumstances will permit.

The Ladies' Da1r, which marked the opening of the season, was
again a great success, thanks to the enthusiastic Ladies' Committee
which catered for the visitors. One of the most successful dances on

record was heid at the Palms on the same date, with a gratifying
flnanciai result.

The Annual Dinner was, as usual, a most enjoyable function, and

well attenderi.

Roll of Honour.
Shoi'tly after the outbreak of war steps were taken to keep a

r:ecord of all members who enlisted in the various branches of the
Defence tr'orces. At the sa11re l;ime it is possible that some have been
missed, and in this connection it is requested that members knowing

I MERCANTILE

of any names which are missing 1

the CIub.

R.A.N.

M. Bernstein
L. Digby
C. G. Gregory
J. Radcliffe
W. H. R. Smith

4.r.F.
M. Bailey
N. Balfe
V. Bourne
R. Brewin
H. P. Braddock
K. Braithwaite
N. Cairnes
D. A. Calder
J. Cohen
D. D. Cook
J. B. Clemens
A. Dickens
C. B. Duncan
V. G. Galvin
W. M. Henty
G. J. Horder

G. T. Hasl
N. Kerrigz
J. Lee
D. Macrae
F. Macrae
J. Mirams
R. T. Morr
S. S. McKr
I. McVilly
F. Newpor
K. Pope
C. F. Ravr
J. Read
S. G. Rich,
A. T. RorI
T. Rowley
R. Scholefl
H. T. Sper
D. Stirling
G. Story
R. J. Symr
S. Sanders
T. Stooke
W. J. TuIl,
P. Vanderl

T

I
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Associate Members
Country Members
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MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB

Membership.
It is satisfactory to record that the total list of members remains

unaltered. Twenty-six new members were elected during the season,
and a similar number resigned.

Membership now stands-
Life Members ,---

Senior Active Members -

Junior Active Members -

Honorary Members ---- --

Associate Members ---- --

Country Members

TOTAL "--" - 236

Members are urged to use every effort to introduce new men to
compensate for those on active service, and in this connection a cor-
dial 

-invitation is extended to oarsmen from Public Schools when they
leave schooi. They will find many of their former schoolmates in
the CIub.

5
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of any names which are missing from the following list should notify
the Club.

R.AN. G. T. Hastie P. Wharton

M. Bernstein N' rKerri8an *. $'ifJaruL. ?ig!v D. Macrae
C. G. GregorY F. Macraei. nua"tiru J. Mirams R-A-A.F-
w. H. R. Smith R. T. Morell E. Barkleys f,fl;#,"#* frBx1il'fi*:l.
M. Bailey F. NewPort P. Black
N. Balfe- K. Pope K. N. Cooper
V. Bourne C. F. Raven H. Clarke
R. Brewin J. Read A. W. Dobbie
H. p. Braddock S. G. Richardson G.. Davies
K. Braithwaite A. T. Rorke B. Fogarty
N. Cairnes T. Rowley G. Hiller
D. A. Calder R. Scholefield G. G. Grabham
J. Cohen H. T. Spencer G. Lind
D. D. Cook D. Stirling S. C. Macrae (decd.)
J. B. Clemens G. Story E. Marsh
A. Dickens R. J. Syme L. Orbuck
C. B. Duncan S. Sanderson W. G. Ross
V. G. Galvin T. Stooke G. ShePPard
W. M. Henty W. J. Tulloch R. Thursfield
G. J. Horder P. Vanderkelen W' Trickett

All members enlisting wiil be regarded as Hon. Members for the
duration of the war, and your Hon. Solicitor, Mr. M. S. Williams, has
kindly undertaken to offer his professional services, free of cost, to
any desiring them.

10
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Financial.
The amount of subscriptions received during the season was

about on a par with the previous season.
Througliout the year all expenditure has been carefully watched,

and while war conditions prevail such care wili be increasingly
necessary. It is not anticipated that further additions to the fleet
wilt be needed for some time, and it is hoped that with the assistance
of the CIub members the cost of repairs to boats may be kept down
to a minimum figure.

The generous donation from Mr. C. N. i\{cKay of 525 made a
substantial difference to the finances.

The large number of members enlisted in the A.I.F. means that
we have lo&ers to fili and your active help in this connection is
urgently requested. Sixty new members will go a long way towards
retrieving the situation.

Club House-Boats and Oars.

The CIub fleet is as listed beiow'

MERCANTILE

i\Ir. V. Bournc, have joined the A
N. W. Cairnes, D. Macrae, and D.

The Club is extremely fortuna
A. R. Clarke, still carries or:r his fi
offi.ce, during which he has done il

Twe1ve regular rneetings of ,

ances were as follorv:-

{

J. H. Bailey
V. Bourne
N. Cairnes -- --

C. A. Clarke -"

A. Dobbie
A. Gordon -- --

M. Green

G. T. Has
W. Josepl
E. Kenny
D. Macrae
D. Morga
L. Moll --

F. Newpo

7

d

7
11

6

2
I

R,ACING BOATS.
2 Best and Best Eights.
3 Clinker Racing Eights.
1 Best and Best Four.
4 Ciinker Racing Fours.
1 Clinker Racing Pair.

PRACTICE BOATS.
6 Practice Eights.
3 Practice Fours.
2 Open Fours.
3 Practice Pairs.
2 Practice Scu1ls.

-<,^

I

RO\[
Australian C

In view of the International
King's Cup and the Australian Ar
been abandoned for the duration <

Interstate Univer

Competitors in this event, wl
June, were this year limited to S
The Melbourne crew scored a finr
four iengths. Congratulations ar
Mr. L. Rentoul, who is now servin

State ChamPi,
Champion Fours, I

Your Club was represented b
pard (2), G. Anderson (3), W. G
The winners were Albert Park.

2000 Metre Sculling Champi

Won by L. H. Purves, Yarra'

Champion Pairs at Nagar

Won by Richmond from a fie
not represented.

Champion Eights,
Owing to so many members br

sible to boat a. crew. A young
Club's first win in this event. He:

Executive and Committee.
Enlistments in the Defence Forces have caused ccrtrsiderable

disorganisation to the above.- - Ift;. W. C. Ross, who has done such good rvorE as Qaptain, was
Iost to'the ciub wiren he joined the R.A.A.F. The- Vice-captain,
irf.. C. T. Hastie, has since- carried out the duties of Captai, ll a

"rp"ffl *u""ur, but he, too, is dropping out of office owing to enlist-
ment in the A.I.F.

Your Hon. Secrelan:y, Mr. F. Newport, and the Assist. Hon. sec."

1

The fleet has been added to'by a clinker Racing Eight, which had
been ordered prior to the outbreak of war. The christening ceremony
i* tti= fr"t^will take place on the Opening Day on August 10tir,
*hun it will be named the J. H. Bailey, in appreciation of the valu-
;bit. *"rrri.". rendered to the Club. by Mr. Bailey, -as Captain,
Committeeman, and in the field of active rowing, where he made his
mark as a Senior and Interstate oarsman.

No addition to the stock of oars was necessary, because of the
falling off in Regatta entries owing to the war'

It is more than ever essential that every care should be exercised
by members in the use of boats and oars_. Splendid work has been
al"u i" keeping the fleet in order by the_Boat Qgmmlttge_, _!_re1de! b-v

tur. C. T. dastlie, and including Messrs. D. Stirling, L. M-oil, J. Rad-
cliffe, E. Shears, and A. Gordon. Your cordial thanks are due to these
enthusiasts.



MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB

1\tr. v. Bournc, have joined the A.I.F., together with committeemen
N. W. Cairnes, D. Macrae, and D. Stirting.

The Club is extremely fortunate that the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. C.
a R. clarke, still carries orr his fine work. This is his 2bth year of
offi.ce, during which he has done invaluable work for the C1ub.

Twelve regular meetings of committee were held, ancl attend-
ances were as follow:--
J. H. Bailey
V. Bourne
N. Cairnes -- --

C. A. Clarke
A. Dobtrie
A. Gordon
M. Green

R,O\YING.

Australian Championships.
In view of the International position, the annual races for the

King's cup and the Australian Amateur sculling championship have
been abandoned for the duration of the war.

Interstate University Boat Race.

competitors in this event, which was rowed at penrith on 1st
June, were this year limited to Sydney and Melbourne Universities.
The Melbourne crew scored a fine -arin, the second. in succession, by
four lengths. congratulations are extended to the crew and boach,
Mr. L. Rentoul, who is nou' serving with the A.I.F.

State Championship Events.
Champion Fours, l6th December, lg3g.

Your CIub was represented by J. J. Blair-Holt (bow), G. Shep-
pard (2), G. Anderson (3), W.G.Ross (stroke), J. Williams (cox).
The winners were Albert Park.

2000 Metre Sculling Championship, 16th December, 1g3g.
Won by L. H. Purves, Yarra Yarra Club.

Champion Pairs at Nagambie, 26th December, 1ggg.

won by Richmond from a field of eight crews. your ciub was
not represented.

Champion Eights, l6th March, 1940.

-- - owin-g to so many members being on service, it was found impos-
q_bl-". to boat a, crew. A young crew from Footscray scored that
Club's first win in this event. Hearty congratulations to the winners.

7

2

8
,

10

2

I

7c.
3W
78.

11 D.
6D.
2L.
9F.

T. Hastie 6

. Joseph 2

Kenny .. -. . 10
Macrae . -- .. -. 2

Morgan 2

Moli -- . -- -. 3

Newport 7

J. Robertson
W. G. Ross -- ..

H. Shears
D. Stirling -. -.

C. Ward
Ll B. Weire "- _-

-

--

{
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ChamPion Sculls, 16th March, 1940.

Won. by L. H. Furves, YarLa Yarra'

Championship Junior Eights, 20th April, 1940'

Raced over a two-mile course on the lower Yatra, Mercantile
flnishing third to Footscray City and Banks. The CIub was repre-
sented -by t. Unswolth (bow), G. Story, E. Barnfather, K' Smith'
L. MoIl, k. N. Cooper, F,. White, J. B. Mitchell (stroke), L. Clearihan
(cox), and M. E. Gr:een (coach).

Championship Lightweight Junior Eights, 20th April, 1940.

This event rvas marred by an incident which undoubtedly affected
the result. Rowing splendi<ily, your crew passed the finishing line
first, when the u*pire announced that owing to interference by a

ferry boat with two of the crews, a re-row had been ordered'

As our crew- had raced on for a considerabie distance after these
two crern,s stopped rowing, this told on them in the re-row when they
."vere defeatecl by Melbourne and Preston. The crew was seated:-
D. Stirling (bow), A. Gordon (2), H. Shears (3),-D.-.I{?'t (4),
D. Morgail (r), 'i. Radcliffe (6), tr. Shears (7), D. Palfrevman
(stroke), J. Shears (cox). Coach, 1\{r. J. South.' Ccrdial congratuiations are conveyed to the winners of the
above races.

REGATTAS.

Metropolitan Regatta-7th October, L939.

Ow-ing to many of our members being engaged on miiitary duties,
it was possible to enter oniy a Novice Four. This crew was narrowly
defeated in their heat by the uitimate winners. The crew was:-
J. Ward (bow), G. Lind (2t M. Bernsten (3), A. Rashleigh (stroke),
W. Morrison (cox), with Mr. S. Newport as coach.

Melhourne Amateur Regatta (Henley).
18th Novernber 1939.

Senior Four.-J. J. Biair-Holt (bow), G. Sheppard, G. I.
Anderson, W. G. Ross (stroke), J. Williarns (cox), r,vith Dr. R. A.
Cooper as coach, v,ron their heat, but r,vcre defeated ir:. the final.

Junio'r Eight.-K. Ker:r (bow), R. Brewin, F. Wtrrite, K. Cooper,
E. Jones, J. McFarlane, L. Mo1l, N. Watson (stroke), J. Shears (cox),
Mr. R. V. Gregg (coach), won their heat, but were eliminated in their
final by the narrowest of margins.

Maiden Ei,gl1,t.-J. Radcliffe (bow), N. Balfe, C. Lalor, W.
Trickett, E. Barnfather, G. Story, S. Sanderson, J. Mitchell (stroke),
L. Clearihan (cox), and I\fr. I\{. E. Green (coach), won their hcat, but
were unsuccessfui in the fina1.

MER,CANTIL

Maid,en Four (No. 1).-W
Bickerstaff, J. Ainslie (stroke),
as coach, were defeated in their

Maiden Four (No. 2).-J. I
Rashleigh (stroke), W. Morrisot
were unsuccessful in their heat.

Lightu: eig ht M a,idetr. E i,g lfi .-
Dickens, A. Gordon, R. Cliff, H. S
A. Ciearihan (cox), Mr" E. Var
the final by a small margin.

V.R.A
25th No

Senior F out"s.-Your Hen1e5
success.

Junior Eight.-The crew v
.rious week was again defeated.

Maiden Eigh,t.-This crew
rvith A. Atkins in the 2 seat in
camp.

Mutd,en Fours (No, 1 and
event at Henley, but unsuccess'ft

Ligh,tweight Madden Eighl
event also.

I{agaml
26th De

J rut,iot" Eigh.ts.-J. Radcliffe
Cooper, G. T. Hastie, L. Moll,
J'ohnson (cox), and Mr. R. V. G
after Iosing a great deal of gro

,Irunior Fours.-J. Radcliffe
Watson (stroke), B. Johnson (r

finished fourth in a field of 10

Ifpper Yarra
27th Jz

Sen'ior Pairs.-D. Morgan
\\rilliams (cox), finished third i

Juniot" Pairs.-C. Lalor (l
(cox), were defeated in their hr

Muiden, Fours.-J, Radclifl
Fletcher (stroke), W. Morrison
were beaten in their heat.
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MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB I

Maiden Four (No. 1).-W. Tulloch (bow), B. Bickerstaff, H.
Bickerstaff, J. Ainslie (stroke), B. Johnson (cox), 'with Mr. G. Hastie
as coach, were defeated in their heat.

Mo,id,en Four (No. 2).-J. Kyle (bow), G. Lind, I. Unsworth,-A'
Rashleigh (stroke), W. Mottison (cox), and Mr. D. Macrae (coach),
were unsuccessful in their heat.

Ligh,ttaei,ght Maid,ett' EiglLt.-J. Fogarty (bow), F. Sauerberg, A'
Dicken"s, A. G6rdon, R. Cliff, H. Shears, E. qhears, D. Stirling (stroke),
A. Clearihan (coxi, Mr. E. Varcoe (coach), won their heat, but lost
the final by a small margin.

V.R.A. Regattao
25ttr Novernber, 1939.

Senior Itours.-Your Henley representatives rowed again without
success.

Junior Eigllt.-The crew which had been unsuccessfui the pre-
.rious week was again defeated.

Mctid,en Eigh,t.-This crew registered , yg,y meritorious win,
r,vith A. Atkins"in the 2 seat instead of N. Balfe, absent at military
camp.

Ma,id,en Fours (No, 1 and No. 2), raced as seated in the salne
event at Henley, but unsuccess'fully.

Liglttuteight Maid.en Eigltt.-Yottr crew was defeated in this
event also.

I.{agambie Regatta.
26th December, 1939.

Jt.Lnior Eigll'ts.-J. Radcliffe (bo''w), N. P. [1ts-oq, F' Wfrite, $'
cooper, G. T. Hastie, L. MoIl, G. Davies, J. Mitchell (stroke), B-

J"lil-;; ("o"),;"d nfr. n. V. dregg (coach), were narrowiy defeated
after losing a gt:eat deal of ground at the start

Jrunior Ttours.-J. Radcliffe (bow), L. Moll, Q. T. Hastie, N. P.

Wut.o" istrltoe), B. Johnson (cox), with Mr. R. V. Gregg as co,ach,

finished fourth in a field of 10 crews.

IJpper Yarra Arnateur Regatta.
27th JanuarY, 1940.

Seninr Pai'rs.-D. Morgan (bow), N' W. Cairnes (stroke), J'
Williams (cox), finished third in this event.

Juniot" Pairs.-C. Lalor (bow), K. Biiney (stroke), J' Shears
(cox), were defeated in their heat by the ultimate winners'

Maidnn, Fotws.-J, Radcliffe (bow), H' Bowden, K. Smith, J'
Fletcher (stroke), w. Morrison (cox), and Mr. W. G. Ross (coach),
rvere beaten in their heat.

i
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Mildurr
Easter, 25

REGISTEI
Maid,en Fou,rs.-W. Tricker

Mitchell (stroke), J. Shears (co
event.

Maiden Puirs.-L. Moll (bo.
Shears (cox), raced without suc

UNREGIST:
O72en F ours.__$. Sanderson

(stroke), ,&nd J. Shears (cox), v
Lig htw ei.ght E,igh,ts.-J. Wa

H. Shears, J. Radcliffe, D. Palfrel
J. Shears (cox), were defeated.

Lig lltu e,ight F ours.-G. Rich
D. Palfreyman (stroke), and J.
style.

Members who made the tril
of the hospitality extended by
Harrison, and his members.

CIub.
Aibert Park
Richmond
Footscray City
Preston
Wendo,uree ..

Prern
PREMIERi

s
Wins. Poin

Club.
Footscray City
Corio Bay
Melbourne
Banks
Nagambie
Wendouree ..
Albert Park
RichmonC
Mercantile ..

Wins. P

To Albert Park and Footscr
Senior and Junior Prem,ierships
lations are conveyed.

Head oI
27th t

The final was won by Melt
College and Geelong Grammar I

Congratulations are extenc
member of this C1ub-o:r havint

^ !,iglltutejqht Fli,ghts.-R. Ctitr (bow), J. Rees, H. Shears, A.
Q_ordog G. Richardson, J. ward, E. shears, D. stiriing (strokei, L.
clearihan (cox), with Mr. M. E. Green as coach, did nof, survive iheir
heat.

A.N.A. Regatta.
29th January, 1940.

senior Pairs.-Yoar representatives of the previous regatta
again finished third in this event.

Junio't" Pairs.-This crew after me,ritorious wins in its heat and
semi-final, was narrowly defeated in the final.

Maiden, psyys.-\our Upper Yarra representatives were again
eliminated in their heat.

Liglttweight Eigh,ts.-The same crew as contested this event on
the Saturday was defeated in its heat.

Barwon Regatta.
24th February, 1940.

. Jun'ior Eiglrts.-W. Trickett (bow), G. Trickett, N. Watson, N.
Cairnes, E. Barnfather, J. McFarlane, S. Sanderson, J. Mitchell
(stroke), L. Clearihan (cox), and Mr. M. E. Green, were third in this
event.

Junior Pairs.-C. Lalor (bow), K. Bilney (stroke), who had
raced so vl'ell at the upper Yarra Amateur Regatta, won this event in
a decisive manner.

Muiden Eights.-S. G. Richardson (bow), D. E. Seal, H. Shears,A Gordon, M. Bernsten, J. Fletcher, E. Shears, R. Gibson (stroke), W.
Il{orrison (cox), with Mr. R. V. Gregg as coach, won their heat, and
finished third in the final.

Maiden l;tours.-J. Radcliffe (bow), H. Bowden, K. Smith, W.
Tulloch (stroke), B. Johnson (cox), and Mr. G. Smith (coach), rowed
excellently to win their heat and semi-final, but were unsuccessful in
the final.

As there were many rowing men in camp at Torquay at the time
of this regatta the Regatta Committee decided to hotrd a ,'militia
four." Many members of your Club competed with their units in this
event, which was won by a smart crew from SLepparton.

Ballarat Regatta.
2nd March, 19410.

Junior EiglLts.-Your Barwon representatives wcre again un-
successful.

Juni,ot" Pai,rs.-The crew which won at Barwon the previous week
was narrowiy defeated into second place in this event.

Maiden Ei,gltts.-This crew finished fourth in a very good fleld
of nine.

Maiden, psxlvs.-\our Barwon representatives who had raced so
rorell the previous week seemed strange to the Lake conditions and
raced very disappointingly.
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Mildura Regatta.
Easter, 25th April, 1940.
REGISTERED EYENTS.

Maid,en Fou.y's.-W. Trickett (bow), K. Smith, F. White, J.
Mitchell (stroke), J. Shears (cox), scored a meritorious win in this
event.

Mai.d,en Pairs.-L. Moll (bow) and G. Trickett (stroke), with J.
Shears (cox), raced without success.

UNREGISTERED EVENTS.
Open psxLl"s.-$. Sanderson (bow), J. Clark, L. Moll, W. G. Ross

(stroke), and J. Shears (cox), were unsuccessful.
Li.ghtweight E'i4hts.-J. Ward (bovr), A. Gordon, G. Richardson,

H. Shears, J. Radcliffe, D. Palfreyman, E. Shears, D. Stirling (stroke),
J. Shears (cox), were defected.

Lightwe,tght Fours.-G. Richardson (bow), H. Shears, J. Radcliffe,
D. Palfreyman (stroke), and J. Shecrs (cox), won this event in fine
style.

Members who made the trip to Mildura were very appreciative
of the hospitality extended by the President of the Club, Mr. C.
Haruison, and his members.

Premierships.
PREMIERSHIP POINTS.

CIub.
Albert Park
Richmond
Footscray City .

Preston
Wendouree ..

Wins
Senior.

Points. Club. Wins.
44 Meibourne 2
28 Yarra, Yarra . . 2
18 Essendon.. 1
14 Wahgunyah 1

8
Junior.

Points. Club. Wins.
76 Bailarat City 3
44 Rutherglen 3
44 Mildura 2
28 Preston 1
28 Soutli Melbourne 1

26 Hswthorn .. 2
22 Bendigo 1

20 Yarra Yarra . . 1

14 Corowa 1

Points.
7
5
2
4
2

8
4
o.)
2

CIub.
Footscray City . .

Corio Bay
Melbourne
Banks
Nagambie
Wendouree . .

Albert Park
Richmor.C
lVlercantile . .

Wins. Points.
74
t2

8
8
8
6
4
4
2

18
8
8
n
I

5
11

5
5
rl

To Albert Park and tr'ootscray City Rowing Clubs, win::ers of the
Senior and Junior Premierships respectively, vour sincere congratu-
lations are conveyed.

Head of the River.
27th April, 1940.

The final was won by Meibourne Grammar School fro'm Scotch
College and Geelong Grammar School in thrtt order.

e ongratulations are extended to Mr. W. Ricketts-a former
member ol ttris Club-o:r having scored his third successive win.
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Congratuiations also to Scotch College on the success of their
erews in winning five races at the Junior Regatta.

Young & Jackson Combination Eights.
29th July, 1939.

There was a good enrry o,f our mernbers for this event. C. Ward
rowed in the winning crew.

V.R.A. Prince Henry Hospital Eights.
Mercantile contributed to the success of this race by the fine

eutry of 36 members. Of these J. Rees, J. Unsworth anci K. Cooper
were in the winning crew.

The Inter Banks Race v;as abandoned this vear.

Club Races.
Dobbie Eights, 12th -August, lg3g.

_ A _very satisfactory, entry of eight eights competed for trophies
donated by your President on "Opening Day.,, The winning trew
was seated: L. Orbuck (bow), N. Kerrigan, D. Morgan, A. W. Dobtrie,
tr'. White, H. Bowden, C. Campbell, R. O'sullivan (stroke).

Morell Fours, 1lth May, 1940.
The winter club racing season opened with the More1l tr'ours, and

attracted an entry of nine crews to compete for trophies donated by
Sir Stephen Morell. Messrs. F. White (bow), B. Bickerstaff, H.
Bickerstaff and J. Ainslie (stroke), with J. Shears (cox), won this
event.

James Richardson Eights, 25th May, 1940.
The Club did very weil to start five crews in this cvent, and

Messrs. H. Shears (bow), J. Rees, A. Gordon, G. Epstein, J. Radcliffe,
H. Ciarke, S. Sanderson, J. Mitchell (stroke), and J. Shears, won the
trophies donated by Mr. James Richardson.

Guinn Pairs, 8th .Iune, 1940.
Nine Novice crews entered, the winners being W. Rashieigh

(bow), G. Lind (stroke), W. Shears (cox).
Picken-Williams Eights, 22nd June, 1940.

Membets from other clubs \\,ere invited to compete, and the
excellent entry of 11 crews resulted. The various clubs were well
represented in the winning cre\ r.

The successful Mercantile men were: H. Shears, L. Orbuck, F.
White, J. Jones and J. Shears (coxswain).

Smythe Handicap Fairs, 6th July, 1940.
The entry of 15 crews was very satisfactory. The handicappers

did their work wel1, and after good racing the winners were: F.
White (bow), J. Clarke (stroke), H. Shears (cox).

Y. F. Mason Pairs, 20th JuIy, 1940.
As the result could not be recorded in this report, it will be

included in the f-ollowing year's record.
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Our sincere thanks are due to Mr. Mason for his continued interest
in the Club's welfare.

Points Competition.
Keen rivalry for the, Points Trophy presented by your Captain,

Mr. W. G. Ross, the Geo. Stooke Aggregate Trophy, and the Seven
Miles Time Test Trophy, presented by Mr. J. G. Sprigg, has resulted
in splendid entries for all CIub events, and for general activity
amongst your members.

As the results wiII not be known until the day of the Annual
Meeting, the names of the winners cannot be included in this report.

Last season's winners were:-
Captain's Trophy-J. B. Clemens.
Geo. Stooke Aggregate Trophy-Mr. N. Kerrigan.
Seven Miles Time Trial-E. Shears (bow), G. Trickett (2), A.

Rorke (3), J.Clarke (4),L. Moll (5), J..A.inslie (6), J.P.L. Applebv
(?), J. B. Clemens (stroke), D. Eottomley (cox).

Social Activities.
As recorded earlier in this report, the Ladies' Day on August 12th,

1939, was once again a m,ost successful function. Eight crews com-
peted and visitors were entertained in the Ciub House.

The Dance which followed at the Palms was an outstanding
success, both socially and financially.

The Annual Golt Tournarnent, again organised by Mr. C. F.
Raven, was held at Woodend on September 17th, 1939. Twenty mern-
bers enjoyed a most successfui outing. The winner was Mr. Noei
Watson, r,vho returned the excelleni card of 74.

Golfing enthusiasts from Banks and Mercantile took part in an
enjoyable contest on July 30th, 1939, when the Mercantile repre-
sentatives won the trophy, rvhich has been presented for perpetual
competition between the clubs.

Another successful event was a footbail match between Richmond
and Mercantile, at Donnybrook on 27th August, 1939. The match
resulted in a draw.

The Annual Dinner held at the Victoria on 7th October, 1939,
was attended by 66 memlrers, and \ ras one o the most enjoyable on
record.

Owing to being unable to find a suitable venue for this fu,nction,
the Annuil Ball, uiuaily held on Boat Race night, was not held.

Donations"
The CIub records its keen appreciation of donations received frrcm

the following gentlemen:-Sir Stephen Morell, Councillor T. S.
Nettlefold, IVIessrs. T. F. Brennan, R. A. Cooper, Senr., A. L. Dobbie,
S. Guinn, W. Joseph, E. Kenny, V. F. Mason, C. N. McK,ay, J. H.
Picken, Jas. Richardson, W. G. Ross, Geo. Stooke, Junr., H. Smythe,
Jas. Sprigg, M. S. Williams, and all others who have been responsible
for financiai assistance during the season.
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"This has enabled the CIub to carry out an energetic programmeof club races, and members have marked their -apprecialion by
splendid entries, to the great benefit of the Club.

special mention must be made of the flne work done by the social
Committee, whose contribution of f35 has been a welcome addition to
the Club's revenue.

Obituary.
It is with great regret that the deaths of Messrs. F'. S. Gibbs,

R. G. Gardner and S. C. Macrae are recorded.
The flrst of our mernbers to fall in the service of the Empire in

the present war was Air Cadet S. C. Macrae, who died as the result of
the crashing of an aeroplane at Point Cook on May 19th, 1940, during
a practice flight.

By the splendid services which he
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memory wili allvays iive in the lllercantile Rowing Club asone who rendered it sterling service, but especiallv as a man whosepersonality endeared him to all.

His

His three brothers are serving with the A.I.F.
Mr. Gibbs was unknown to *or-t of .o* p*"*"r1 au, members, but,as a contem,orary of the late Mr. A. B.--Sl;u"'""a sir s#pireri
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- 
ffu was an uncle ofMr' A' A. Gibbs, f6r manv v;;;; a valuable member of the crub.Mr' Ron Garrlner was another m'ember of many y€ars standing,who despite the fact thar h; h;d-d;;;";;-*ti"t-r;*ing for a verylong.time, always took a r.""" i"i&est in the crub's werfare, and made! Point of attending our social functions .""r, ,. t}ru Arr.rrral Dinner.Mr. Gardne.wa,s one of those mun wrrose constanf support is such atower of strength to a Club.
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The sincere sympathy of all rnembers is extended to their
relatives.

Club House Jottings"
Congratulations to Messrs. C. Campbell, Vern Bourne, Bob Hart

and Andy Rorke on their marriages.
AIso to Messrs. M. Green, A. Burton, A. Miller, G. Blight, W.

Turnbull, K. Bilney, G. M. Sheppard, R. Scholefield, on additions to
their families.

The engagements have been announced of Messrs. L. Weire, G.
Trickett, Clive Ward and Ray O'Sul1ivan.

Ted Prendiville won the Amateur Iviiddieweight Boxing Cham-
pionship of Victoria, and also the Middleweight Champonship of the
Australian Universities.

The Bailey brothers, Jack and M,ax, have been doing a good job
in supplying the Navy and A.I.F. with provisions, which probably
accounts for the good reports of our boys in camp on the food
supplied.

Bob Batty has settled down in his ne.w surroundings in
Launceston office of the Commonwealth Bank.

Everyone is pieased to know that George Stooke has now fully
recovered from rather a serious bout of blood poisoning.

Cari Burmeister is up and about on crutches after a broken
ankle had laid him iow for a time.

What has happened to Bob Rush lately? Is Collingwood's lean
season causing him to rnork overtime?

Doc. Cooper carried off the "J. A. McFarlane" trophy for the
most successful coach for season 1938-1939, without much contest.
Congratulations, Doc. !

GeneraI.
The thanks of all members are conveyed to those gentlemen who

have carried out the important work of coaching.
Regatta crews were well looked after by those whose names

appear in connection with our Championship and Regatta crews, and
that most important task of making new members feel at home in
the Club, and coaching them, has been capably c,arried out by Messrs.
D. Stirling, A. Gordon, M. Green, R. Gregg, N. Cairnes, C. Ward, L.
Moll, D. Morgan, H. Shears, F. White, and other members.

The Club has been well served by our coxswains, J. Shears, 'W.

Shears, L. Ciearihan, W. Morrison, J. WilliamS, B. Clearihan, and
B. Johnson, and thanks are extended to them.

Our thanks are also due to the Press, but especially Mr. R. Todd,
for publicity given to Club activities.

Mr. Harry Butler continues to do his excellent work as Hon.
Secretary of the V.R.A., despite abnormal duties with the Defence

i,
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Department. Our thanks are extended to hirn for his co-operation so
willingly given when asked for.

Mr. F. R. Brown and Mr. M. S. Williams still serve the Club
well in their respective capacities as Hon. Auditor and Hon. Solicitor.

The Old Oarsmen's Association looks forward to assisting the
sport in the present troublous times, when it is felt it can do rnuch
good work.

Conclusion.
The retiring Committee wishes to express appre,ciation of the

splendid support which has been accorded to it by all mernbers. This
has made it possibie to keep the Club in an active anci happy state,
despite the difficult conditions which have marked the past year.

Consequently it is confldently felt that when the 1940-41 season
is concluded, it will be found that the Mercantile Club wiII again be
able to report "a11's well."

For and on behalf of the Committee,

F. NEWPORT,
Hon. Secrelary.

Addendum.
The past season has been one which has called for initative and

zrdaptability on the part of the Executive Officers and Committee to
a,n unusual degree, in order to overcome the many emergencies which
havc arisen.

That they rose to the occasion is proved by the remarkable
activity existing in the Club after a year unparalleled for constant
disorganisation of routine, due in the first instance to the Militia
camps, and later to ever increasing enlistments in the De,fence
Forces.

Led by the Captain, Mr. W. G. Ross, and the Hon. Secretary,
Mr. tr'. Newport, they have overcome each difficuity as it has arisen,
and those of therri no-w serving with the Defence Forces have the
satisfaction of, knowing that they have maintained the Club in such
good shape that those on whom the responsibilities will now fall,
cannot fail to bring the Club safely through the difficult times ahead.

Much of this success is due to the manner in which the executive
has enlisted the services o,f our young'members, many under military
age, who have risen to the occasion splendidly.

Thanks to the guidance of your vetera,n Hon. Treasttler, the
financial position has been substantially improved.

The cordial thanks of members is conveyed to all who hav..
worked so well for the Club.

To those of our members in the R.A.N., A.I.F., or R.A.A.F"
whether abroad or at home, are extended cordial greetings from their
Clubmates, r,vith sincere wishes for their safety and well being'

A. L. DOBBIE,
President.

MERCANTIL
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Ainslie, J. B.
Anderson, G. I.
Appleby, J. P.
Atkins, A. H.
Bailey, J. II.
Bailey, M.
Balfe, N. D.
Barkley, E. H.
Barnfather, E. R.
Batty, R. McC.
Bell Towers, W.
Berntsen, M. O.
Bickerstaff, B. C.
Bickerstaff, H. A.
Bilney, K. A.
Black, P. A.
Blair-Ho,It, J. J.
Bolton, R. S.
Bourne, V.
Bowden, H. S.
Braddock, H. P.
Braithwaite, K. A.
Brewin, R.
Brooke, D. C.
Brown, W. T.
Browne, F. R.
Burrows, C. L.
Burton, A. J.
BusseII, G. J.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, D. A.
Callander, A. J.
Ca,mpbell, C. F.
Chandler, B. R.
Clark, J. H. P.
Clen'rens, J. B.
cliff, R. A.
Coade, N.
Coffey, E. O.
Coffey, J. S. K.
Cohen, J. B.
Cook, D. D.
Cooper, K. N. W.
Cocper, Dr. R. A.

List of Membe
LIF'E

Ivens, P.
Joseph, I
Kenny, E
Morell, S

SENION
Cordia, I
Couzens,
Dicke,ns,
Digby, L
Dixon, C
Dobbie, I
Dnncan,
Duncan,
Dunstan,
Davies, (
Epstein,
Evans, tr
Fletcher,
Fogarty,
Galvin, \
Gardner,
Gartly, I
Gibson, i
Gordon,
Grabham
Gregory,
Green, M
Greenshir
Gregg, R
Hansen,
Harry, (
F1art, R.
Ilastic, (
X{cmn'lin5
Ilenty. \
Hill, J.
Hillard,
XJiller, G
Horder,
Hyland,
Irving, I
Jones, E
Jones, J.
Iderr, K.
Kerr, R.
KerriEan
Knight, t

Kvle, J.
Lalor, C.

Bradshaw,
Clarke, C.
Dobbie, A.
Guinn, S.

E. T.
A. R.
L.

.t.
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List of Members, 1939-40 Season.
LIFE MEMBERS.

Bradshaw,
Clarke, C.
Dobbie, A.
Guinn, S.

Ivens, P. C.
J oseph, W.
Kenny, E.
Morell, Sir Stephen

Potter, W.
Stooke, V.
Sloan, A. B. (decd.)

E. T.
A. R.
L.

Ainslie, J. B.
Anderson, G. I.
Appieby, J. P.
Atkins, A. H"
Bailey, J. I1.
Bailey, M.
Balfe, N. D.
Barkley, E. H.
Barnfather, E. R.
Batty, R. McC.
Bell Towers, W.
Berntsen, M. O.
Bickerstaff, B. C.
Bickerstaff, H. A.
Bilney, K. A.
B1ack, P. A.
Blair-Ho,lt, J. J.
Bolton, R. S.
Bourne, V.
Bowden, H. S.
Braddock, H. P.
Braithwaite, K. A.
Brewin, R.
Brooke, D. C.
Brown, W. T.
Browne, F. R.
Burrows, C. L.
Burton, A. J.
Bussell, G. J.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, D. A.
Callander, A. J.
Campbell, C. F.
Chandler, B. R.
Clark, J. H. P.
Clernens, J. B.
Cliff, R. A.
Coade, N.
Coffey, E. O.
Coffey, J. S. K.
Cohen, J. B.
Cook, D. D.
Cooper, K. N. W.
Coc!:er, Dr. R. A.

SENIOR MEMBERS.
Cordia, A. W. P.
Conzens, J. C.
Dicke,ns, A. McD.
Digby, L. S.
Dixon, C. tr.
Dobbie, A. W.
Dnncan, A. R.
Duncan, C. B.
Dunstan, J. T.
Davies, G. A. T.
Epstein, G. L.
Evans, E. A.
Fletcher, J. M.
Fogarty, B. J.
Galvin, V. C.
Gardner, R. G. (decd.)
Gartly, R. W.
Gibson, R. J.
Gordon, A.
Grabham, B. L.
Gregory, C. G.
Green, M. E.
Greenshields, J.
Gregg, R. V.
Flansen, M.
Harry, C. M.
Elart, R. H. B.
I{astic, G. T.
X-nemming, P.
Itrenty. W. M.
I{ill, J.
I{iilard, L. T. D.
Hiiler, G. L.
Horder, G. J.
Hvland, C. K.
Irving, R. B.
Jones, E. J.
Jones, J. McD.
-T{err, K. C. M.
Kerr, R. J.
Kerrigan, N.
Knight, C. A.
Kvle, J.
Lalor, C. C.

Lee, J.
Lind, G. A.
Lindblade, A. G.
Long, D.
Macfarlane, J. lVI.

Macrae, D. M.
Macrae, F. A.
Major, J. F.
Malbourne, R.
Mann, A. H.
Marsh, E. W.
Marsh, T. W.
Miller, A. P.
Mitchell, J. B.
Meates, R. A.
Moll, L. L. B.
Moore, f'. M.
Mirams, J. W.
Mitcheli, J. T.
Morell, R. T.
Morgan, D.
Morrison, H. E.
Mounsey, J. L.
Mctr'arlane, J. J.
McKay, C. N.
McKay, S. S.
McKav, T.
Mclennan, W. K.
McVilly, I.
Nethercote, C. R.
Newport, F.
Nichoils, C. J.
Nixon, J. F. N.
Nixon, N. V.
Orbuck, L. D.
O'Sullivan, R.
Palfrevman, D. B.
Picken, J. H.
Pitt, w. G.
Poliard, R. G.
Rashleigh, A. F.
Rashleigh, W. F.
Raven, C. F.
Rea,d, J. M.
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List of Mermbers, 1939-40 Season.
SE NIOR MEMBERS-Continued.

Rees, J.
Richardson, G. K.
Richardson, S. G.
Robertson,
Robinson,
Rogers, L.
Roper, L.
Rorke, A.
Ross, J. G
Ross, W. G.
Rosser, A. G.
Rowley, T.
Roxburgh, T. W.
RundeII, K.
Rush, R. T.
Sanderson, S. O.
Scholefie1d, R. B.
Scott, N. K.

Shears, E.
Shears, H. P.
Sheppard, G. M.
Sloss, A.
Smith, K.
Smith, E. J.
Smythe, H.
Soward, R. S.
Spencer, H. T.
Spillane, J.
Sprigg, J. G.
Stephenson, C. E,
Stirling, D. S.
Story, G.
Syme, R. Y.
Thursfield, R. W.
Trehearne, A. G.
Trickett, G. E.

Trickett, W. A.
Tulloch, W. J.
Turnbull, W. R.
Unsworth, I. T.
Vanderkelen, K. P.
Vanderkelen, P. W.
Varcoe, E. K. L.
Ward, C. H. M.
Wa,rd, J. M.
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.
Weire, L. B.
White, F. N.
Wicks, J.
Wi1liams, M. S.
Wharton, P. L.
Winford, J. F.

J. N.
Sir A.
w.
w.
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Coyne, G. M.
Fe.ntiman, H. J.
Kerr-Wiison, G.
Morgan, W. T.

Burmeister, C.
Campbell, J. E.
Connellv, F. R.
Davev, G. H.
Gibbs, A. A.

French, L. P.
Morgan, N.

Ford, N.

JUNIOR MEMBERS.

Mclean, D. V.
Prendiviil€, E.
Purdy, E. M.

- Radcliffe, J.
Sauerberg, F.J.

Seal, D. E.
Shieis, P. G.
Topp, R.
White, D. C.

HONORARY MEMBERS.

Haworth, W. C.
Hill, L.
O'Rei1lv, J.
Pope, K.
Rush, H. R.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS.
Mclaren, R.
Seammen, J. W.
Smith, W. H. R.

Shannon, A. R.
South, J.
Stooke, G. F.
Sturuock, J.

Stooke, T. B.
Ternes, H.
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COUNTRY MEMBERS.

Macrae, S. C. (decd.) Reidy, J. J.
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