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NOTICE IS HEREBY GMN that the Sixtv-

fourth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the

Mercantile Rowing Club will be held zrt the Club-

house on SATURDAY, 29th JULY, tr944, at 7"4i> p"m,

(The Annual Smoke Night will be held at the

conclusion of the meeting.)

ITUSTNIISS:

'f9 receive antl atiopt the Attttu:ll ltepolt trtrtl Fletlattce Shet:t.

'lti crotrfirl] the Minutcs 91' the pt'tlvir-,us (-lcrreral Meetirrg"

'l'u elect Ofiice-l-reat'el's f'<-rt' thc t'ttsttitt.q ) ettl'.

Preseittation tif Tr'ophies.

Clenelal.

Nominations for. office-bear.er.s l'or. the ensuiDg ),e4r' rvill

Ciose on the Notice Borur.rl at the lloat-house at 4 p.m. oll

Saturdzr.y, 22nd JulY, 1944.

IJv r.rt'tler' ol the Ootrttttitter:,

l). tl. IrALl.'ltFlYMAN,

-l-] ott. Sect'etarr'
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THE SIXTY -FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

Merccntile Rowing Club

To the Members of Mer:cantile Rorving Club:
Gentlemen,-J6s1' Committee has much pleasure in presenting

the Sixty-fourth Arinual Report and Audited Balance Sheet covering
the tr,rrelve months ended 30th June. 1944.

The past season has heen a most satisfactory one from every point
of viern'. Competitive rovring" has heen on a greatlv increased scale,
anrl your Club was again well represented in all events. Numerous
com];iriation races were held, inciuding the Picken-Williams Foui:-s
conclucted by your Club, foi' w'hich an excellent ent.'y of ninety-seven
oarsmen rvas receiverl.

Club racing \\/as confined to the Sprigg Time Trial.
Unfortunately it was not possible for a great many rnembers

to take full advantage of week-day lowing, but every week-end has
seen a rnost excellent attendalce.

It r,vas r.ery pleasing to see that several of'the Ii.A.A.F. Stations
:onducted regattas during the year. These er,-ents created a good
deal of interest, both in and out of the Set'r,ices, boats anrl oars
beirig lent by vour Cltib or1 nun'lelous occasicit.ts.

Furtirer er-rlistt-trents titrring the ),eal'have lrlotlght the trttinhct'
o1' memi:ers iro\\' serr.ing in the Forces to 165.

Social events urere tlispensed rn'itlr for r.arious reasons.

F inancial.
The Comrlittee <lesiles to thank the rrremhels fol the u,av that

suhscliptions have been met duiing the past sc,ason. The amottnt
outst,an<lirry . t14/74l-, is tl'ie lort,est fol a tonsitierable pel'ioti.

Er.idence of economy in the Clukr's fiiratrces is slrou'n t )' the
fact tliat general expenses h:ive been l<ept 1le1',r to less than f?-a
good efloi't.

Repairs to boats, oars antl slre<l are also ren^.arkablr. Iov'at
tuirder 512. This is rnainll'tiue to force of, circuirrstances, as at the
rrtoment it is iinpossible to get repair'-. efl e'cted otrtsirie the Cluh.
In the past repairs have cost the Club iis mucrh as f150.

Insurar,ce, the cost of u'hich to the Club is 5.44, constitutes a
iormidable item, but obviousil- it is impossible to econornise in this
nratter', as the propertl, nrust be co..'eierl. 'Ihe risk is regardecl by
the insurance people as a bacl one.

Erecutive and Cornnaittee"
F'or the latter half of the season \roul'Captain, NIr. A. Gortlon,

Iras unfortunatelr- lreen absent from the State on \4.ar u,ot']<. Our
thanlis al'e due to the Vice-Captain, I\{r. J. tsiair-Hoit, for the
capable ar-rri entlrusiastic manuer in x-hich l'ie carried out the Captain's
duties.
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6 SIXTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT

Messrs. J. C. Thomas and J. McD. Jones enlisted during the
year, and we wish to thank these lentlemen for their past services
as Committee Members. One vacancy on the Committee was filled
by Mr. I. Unsworth.

Tweive Committee Meetings were held during the year, ancl
attendances were as foilows:-
J. I{. Bailey . '. 7 J.I\{cD. Jones 1 K. Smith 4
C. A. R. Clarke 11 E. Kenny 11 J. C. Thomas 2

A. L. Dobbie 5 D. B. Palfreyrnan 11 I Unsworth 4
A. Gordon 5 J. G. Sprigg 11 E. K. L. Varcoe 12
J. Blair-Holt 12 E. Shears 11

Membership.
It is very pleasing to r:ecord that 44 t1e\v lllemhers rvere enrolled

this season, and it is hoped that mernbers rn,ill coritinue to look for
the right men anri encoruage them to take up the sport.

A further 12 members enlisted in the services ancl have beeir
granted leave of absence until such time as the5, can once more
avail themseh,es of the privileges of the Clul:.

The membership list now stancis:-
Life Meml:ers 8

Senior Members 76
Junior l\fembers 74
Honorary Members 1

Associate Memhers .. 1l
CountryMembers.. 3

119

(List of nretrrbers rttt at:tit'e setvice git'ett on page 16.)

Donations.
The CIub rlesires to place on record its a1;pleciation of rnaterial

assistance leceiveti fronr the follcirving gentlemen:-Messrs. J. BIait-
Holt, V. fi. Mason, J. G. Sprigg, G. Smith, T. F. Brennan, J. I{. Pickerr,
.1. i.. Stubie1,, J. N. Robertson, M. S. Wil.}iams, J. L. Mounse.l'-, J. F{.
Clerk, .A. I-. Dobbie, A. Gordon. l). Kennl-.

Clutr-house.
The painting of the Club-house \rias conrpleted earll ilr tlre season.

thanks to I\,Ir. J. G. Sprigg anti his enthusiastir hantl ofl helpers. The
shovrers, cisterns and spouting u,'ere lepaire<i tluring the year, attrl
youl thanl<s are due to Messrs. S. Sanderson and J. G. Sprig.q loi:
arranging for this rn'orl< to be carried out.

Trvo rov,ing machines have been ptrrchascrtl an<l erected, anrl it
is hoped tirat frill use rn,ill be nrade of this etluiprtent, particular'I1-
for the coaching of novices in the earlv stages of their training.

The su,"eepin.q' antl tiusting of the Club-house \,',:as carrierl out [,1'
Ii{essrs. K. Bilney, G. Tatnell, J. Shear-s, \,\r. Shears and othels, atrtl
u'e greatll' appreciate this sen,ice"

In October cor,siclerable los-s from a fire in the Roat-house \vas
averted hy Melbourne Grammar School bo-vs, r.vlro obsen,ed srtoire
issuing fron: the Committee Room artd rapidly extinguished it.
Damage was confined to the rvriting desk and paintr,,,ork in the
Committee Room.

MERCANTILE R

!Ve u,ish to t'ecoltl out' tharrks
sa \'e.

'Ihe desk, rvhich lvas tlamage<l
the insttral)ce conrpan]'.

The fire was reported to the poii<
that it ma1- have been lit deliberal

Boats an
Before this rn ar your Club had

of any ror,ving club in Australia.
rlecessal')' to have a large fleet to
policy of your various Committeer
mecliately to repair all clatnage t,
result that your fleet was kept i
Those were the days when boat t
rvere handy arrd a telephone call or

For sorne tirne, however, it has
or oars, and ec1ually as impossibk
eftect repairs to our fleet. All rel
members themselves. Many repa
tl'rose skilled in the use of certain t
Varcoe and A. Whitford were most

Your Committee greatly apprec
maintenance, and recluests that mt
tools for wood and metal ll,ork shoul
of assistance.

A list of the Club's fleet a
hgrslnds1..-

RACING B0ATS. PRACTICI
Best and tsest. S. C. Macri

It. V. Gregg 8 C. F. Rave
S. J. Morell 8 J. L. Nlour
A. L. Dobbie 4 C. J. Nich

Clinkers. G. J. Hord,
J. H. Baiiey 8 V. F. Masc
;'. G. Spri.gg I A. P. Millt
E. Kenny B H. G. Tayl
L. B. Weire 4
C. A. Clarke 4
W. Fotter 4
W. Joseph 4
P'. A. Cooper . 2

Unfortunately only four of tl
present in commission, so memt
seriousness of damage to ecluiprr
damage was due entirely to care
The practice four H. G. Taylor rn,i

a result of being droppecl, but no
It is hoped, ho\A.,ever, that repai
future.

Obviously the ability to continu
life of the remaining boats and o
cver).' nrember should feel that
equipment accorclingly. Some noter
as an appendix to this report are
t,bser';ance in tJre futule.



MtrRCANTILE ROWING CLUB 'I

we lYish to recor,d oul. thanks to those bovs for their timeiy
SAVE."-- 

rn" desk, rvhich was riamagecl bel'6n6 repair' was replaced by
the insttrance con-lPan)'.

The fire r""= ,"lio*ila to the poiice, as the circumstances suggested
that it may have been lit cleliberately'

Boats and Oars.
Before this war your club had probably the largest memb.ership

"f ;t-;.,ri"g club 
"in Australia. With such a membership it was

,,u""rJ"rl. to have a large fleet to adequately boat members. The
p;ii"y ,i your varior= "Co--ittees for many years has been im-
meAiatetf, io repair all damage to fleet and equipment, with the
resuti that youi fleet was kept in ? very satisfactory- condition.
tli;;" *u." ifr" days when boit builders, tradesmen and repairers
*"i" fr""Ay arid a t6lephone call or message comfilenced repair w-orkt

For sorne time, ho,iever, it has been impossible.to buy new boats
o. orr., and equaliy as impossible to obtain skilled traclesmen to
;{T";t-;;p.irl. t, our Reet. 

-Alt reqairs inust therefore be made by
irrl*U"6 themselves. Many repairs can only be undertaken by
it;;; .t ltt"A in the use of certain tools. Messri. K. Smith, E. K. L.
V;A; and A. Whitford were most helpful in this direction.

io"" Committee greatly appreciatei all heip in boat repaif -and*"i"i""r""e, ancl-te{uests-that members capadle of using -stilfully
ilis fo* *ood and metal work should contact -vour Captain with offers
of assistance.

A list of the club,s fleet al 30th June, 1944, is set out
Ilgrsunclsl';-

RACING BOAI'S. PRACTICE BOATS. TUB BOATS.

Best and Ilest.
R. \r. Gregg
S. J. Morell
r\. L. Dobbie

Clinkers.
J. If. Baiiey
,. G. Spi'igg
E. Kenny
L. B. Weire
C. A. Clarke
W. Potter
W. Joseph
P.. A. Cooper

S. C. Macrae
C. F. Raven
J. L. Mounsey
C. J. Nicholls
G. J. Horder
V. F. Mason
A. P. Miller
H. G. Taylor

Guinn

H. Pickert
G. Lindblade
Watson

E

S

4

I
8
8
4
4
4
4
2

4
4
2
2
2

Rush
S.
H

,

A
J.

E

8
8
n
8
4
4
4

unfortunately only four of lhu ciub's practice boats are at
pr"u-unt- ir.r commissi6n, so members will r-eadily -a-PPreciate the
Suri*.t""it of damage' to equipinent. A considerable amount of
A;;;g" ;rs due ent-irely to 

-careless handling of boats and oars.
tr.t" fr".tice four H. G. Tayior ,i,as b_adly damaged, presumablv.,u"
; ;"ffla of being dropped, 

'Lut no definite information is available.
it - i. lropua, hoirever^, 

- thlt repairs may be effected in the near
future.-*-ouriousiy 

the ability to contjnue rou'ing depends entirely on the
life oi 

-ifru "r"*uining boats and oars. The Committee desires that
L";rr.- niember shou'id feel that the Ciub is his, ?ld treat. the
equipment accordingly. some notes on bhe handling of, boats nrilte.!
as a, appendix to this report are commended to members for therr
observance in the future.

\
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ROWn{G.

Inter-Club Events.

Metropolitan Regatta.
4th December, 1943.

Clm.llertge Fours. (No. 1) J. Blaii'-Holt (bow), I). B" Palfreyman
(2), E.Shears (3), D.Fraser'(str.), P. Duncan (cox). Drew in heat,
namou,iv tlefeated in flnai.

Challengse ToLLrs.-(No. 2) K. Smith (bow), R. Bolton (2), A.
Burton (3), tr. I(. L. Varcoe (str.), D. Williams (cox). Defeated in
heat.

blouice Irot,tl's. -(No. 1) A. Whitfoi'd (bow), B. Butlei' (2), R.
Hoskir-rs (3), A. Gordon (str'.), D. Vv'illian:s (cox).

Nouice Irou,rs.-(No. 2) W. Wallace (bow), G. Wade (2), A.Batsotr
(3), W. Morrison (str.), P. Dur,can (cox). Both cl'ews defeated in
heat.

Notice Pu.irs. W. Sheals (bow), J. Sheals (str.), I). Williams
(cox). \tr/on heat but rlefeated in final.

Llpper Yarra Regatta.
29th January, 1944.

Ch.ctllenge Fou,rs.--K. Smith (bou,), 1). R. Palfreyman (2): J.
Blair-Holt (:l), D. Fraser (str.), P. I)uncatr (cox). Defeatecl in
this event.

Liyyht-wei11h,t Nouice tr'out's. -W. Wallace (bow), G. Tatnall (2),
W. Shears (S), ;. Sheals (str.), J. French (cox). Won heat and
final in good style.

I'louiie Fouys.-W. Morrisou (bow), G. Smith (2), R. Hoskins
(3), I. Unsrvorth (str.), D. Wiliiatns (cox). lVon heat, but narrowly
defeated in flnal.

IlctttdicuTt Sculls. This event was won comfortably by J. Williams.
Ii. Bolton r.:ntl K. Bilney also contpeted.

V.R"A. Regatta.
19th F'ebruary, 194,1.

Chullenge Pairs.-E Shears (bow), D. B. Palfleyman (str'.),
J. French (cox). Deteatetl in heat.

Nouice Fouvs.-(No. 1) W. Wailace (bow), G. Tatnail (2), W'
Shears (3), J. Shears (str.), D. Williarns (cox). Won heat but
l:eaten in final by two feet.

Nouice .F'ozrrs.-(No. 2) B. Joirnson (bow), G. Smith (2), R.
Hoskins (3), W. 1\{orrison (str'.), P. Duncan (cox). Defeated in
heat.

Hanclico,Tt Sculls.-K. Bilney .,,vas defeated in heat.

Metropolitan Regatta.
4th Slarch, L941.

Nouice Foul's.-(No.1) W. Wallace (bow), G. Tatnall (2\, W.
Shears (3), J. Shears (str.), D. Williams (cox).

Nouice'Fou.rs. (No. 2) A. Batson (bow), N. Mackey (2), R.
Hoskins (3), W. Morrison (str.), J. French (cox). Both cl'ews won
their heats but were defeated in final.

Hcm,dicaTt Scwlls.---R Bolton was defeated in heat.

MtrRCANTILE R

V.R.A" Chalk
18th Marc

Itr. Shears (bori,;, D. B. Palfre5'n
(str.), J. French (cox). l)efeated.

V.R.A. Challe
lsl Apri

W. l\forrison (bow), D. B. Pal
Bilney (4), R. Hoskins (5), I. U
Blair'-Holt (str.), J. French (cox).

Cornbinatio
2nd Octob

Picken-WiLliams rt-out"s. Fifteer
part, but we were not lepresented

9th Octob
Yorurtg a,nrl Jacl;son Eiylhts. I

cre\ r.

6th IlIay
South, Melbour'ne Cont,bin,a'ti,on.

w'inniug cte\v.

Meltlourne
For approximatel-v fifty 5,gs1s .

ha-.--e rnacie the ti'ip to Footscra.y or

two eights and one scull, made
D. B. Palfreyman, E. Shears, J. T1
R. Hoskins, A. Gordon, B. Butler, J

W. Wallace, \M. Morrison, R. Sowa
J. French ancl P. Duncan, took full
up the o1d tradition. Possibiy m
enjoyable row and entertainment
to be hoped that next season u'il
starters.

Sprigg Ti
This event has again been ope

whole season. tr)ight clews have :

it is expected that further good e
afternoon of the annuai meeting,
thanks are extenclecl to Mr. J. C

Time Trial since its inception. L
the rvinners being:-I). H. Frasr
Palfreyman (2), A. Gortlon (bou,), tr

Last season
Palfreyman.

Trop
the Captain's tr

Easter I
Crews frotn N{ercantile, Banlis,

Park werit to Tocumrn,al for a r(
Saturday.

Leaving Melbourne on Good
Monriay, tlre crews wei'e the gues
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\r.R.A" Challenge Fours.
18th March, 1944.

Itr. Shears (bou,), D.B.Palf.revman (2), W. Shears (3), J. Sheals
(sti'.), J. French (cox). L)efeated.

V.R.A. Challenge Eishts.
lst APril, 1944.

V/. Morlison (bow), D. B. Palfreyman (2), I. Shears (3), I!
Bilney (4), R. Hoskins (5), I. Unsrvorth (6), F' Oldfielti (7), J'
Blair-Hoit (str.), J. French (cox). Defeate<I.

Cornbinat,ion Racing.
2nd October, 1943.

Picken-williams F-otu"s.-Fifteen members from youl' club took
part, but we wele not represented- in the lvinning crew'

9th October, [943.
You,ng unrl Jacl,isTn Eights. '. Not }.ept'esented in the u'inning

(lre\r' 
6th l'Iay, 1944.

South, Melbour'ne Co'nt,bhLation rozr''s.-W. Mor"r'ison \r'as in the
w'inning cre\\r.

Melbourne Cup Day.
For approximatel-v flfty years one oI ]no1"e crews from 1'ogr Club

ira-;e mati" tt " trip io Footicra.y on },felbourne Cup Day. This year
two eights and ore scull, made up of lhe--fqllqying -m-e-mbers:--D. B. Falfreyman, E. Shears, J. Thomas, J. Blair-i{olt, -I. _Unswortl'r,
R. Hoskins, A. Gordon, B. Butler, J. G. Sp{gry, K. Smith, L. Ii9g9t-s,
iV. W"ff""", W. Morrison, R. Sowartl, G. Watle, K. R-ilrley-, G' Smith,
J. French ancl P. Duncan, took full advantalrie of a fine da''; to ]ie-ep

up the o1d tradition. Possibly maly -membels c{o riot realise the
eiljo.Vabte row and entertaintrrent y'hich this day aflords, ancl it is
iu"U" hoped that next season tyill see all even larger lutnber ot'

starters.

Sprigg Tirne Trial.
This event has again been open for competition throughout the

u,hole SeaSorI. trighi cl'ews have ali'ead5r 5sa, ovel' the course, lncl
it is expected thaf fr,rrther good entries rvill kre received beifole the
afternoo-n of the annual meeting, whicli is the closing clate. Your
thanks are extenclecl to Mr. J. G. Sprigg, n'ho has fostered this
Time Trial since its inception. LasL season eight crews corrrpeted,
the winners being:-f). H. Fraser (str.), E. Shears (3), D' B'
Palfreyman (2), A. Gortlon (bou'), R. Williams (cox).

Trophies.
Last season the Captain's tlopl"ry \\'as won by Mr. D' B'

Palfreyman.
Easter Regatta.

crews frorn Mercantile, Banks, Melbourne, Richmond and Albert
Park went to Tocumwal fol a regatta on the Murray on Eastel'
Saturday.

Leaving Melbourne on Good Friclay an4 returning on Easter
Mondav, tlre crews wer.e the guests of the I|.A.A.F., to whom, and

1)
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in particular Wing-Comrnander Connelly, their thanks are due for
a memorable holiday. Richmond r,von the principai four'-oared event,
in which ali the metropoiitan crews, as well as Corowa and the
Tocumwal Air Force crew, competed. Mercantile was representecl
by J. Bailey (str.), E. K. L. Varcoe (3), R. Bolton (2), J. Williams
(bow), D. Williams (cox).

With the Services.
DECORATIONS.-We are proud to record that Squadron-Leader

A. H. G. (HuSh) Clarke, who returned to Austraiia last Christmas,
was awarded the Distinguished Flyingy Cross for outstanding service
in the European theatre of war.

RETURNED.-A very warm welcome was extended to the follow-
ing members who visited the Club during their periods of leave:-
C. Duncan, J. Craig, D. Calder, H. Shears, P. Hemming, G. Ross,
D Brooke, C. Ward, J. Clarke, V. C. Galvin, R. Gibson, R. W.
McDonald, J. Peppard, J. T. lVlitchell, J. Radcliffe, J. Rees, J.
Robertson, J. McD. Jones, B. Johnson, A. Cripps, G. Sheppard, B.
Bourke, J. Ferguson, D. Macrae, J. Thomas, R. Thursfield, J. Fletcher,
H. Clarke, S. Newport, R. Johnson, W. Gray, R. Bre'utin, W. K.
Mcl'ennan, H. Dietrich, L. Weire, G. Epstein, D. Morgan, W. Haworth,
V. Bourne, M. Bailey, N. Cairns, A. Levy, G. Richardson, K. Cooper,
B. Shears, J. B. Mitcheli, G. Stooke, J. Lee, C. J. Nichoils, K. Fope,
R. A. Parrett, C. Wilkinson.

We understand many others were also in Melbourne at various
times, and we hope they will come along and renew acquaintances
when the opportunity occurs.

We were very pleased to have with us at the last Annual General
Meeting Lieut.-Colonel V. C. Galvin, and we express our great
appreciation of his talk on his trip overseas.

GREETINGS.-Gleeting cards were sent to ail members in the
services during the season, and we trust they were all delivered
safely.

A donation of 57 was made to the Red Cross to provide fourteen
parcels for prisoners of war. Unfortunately it is impossible to
ensure that these parcels actually reach our own members, but it
is known that parcels are reaching them.

We trust the foilowing members, K. Braithwaite, J Bussell,
A. Dobbie, G. Hastie, G. Horder, N. Kerrigan, J. Major, F. Raven,
T. Rowley, B. Scholefield, B. Spencer, D. Stirling, W. Trickett and
J. Wicks, who are prisoners of war or missing, are all well, and
that they rn ill be back with us soon.

Word has been received from Alec Dobbie, George Horcler, Dave
Stirling, Frank Raven and Bill Trickett. Thev all say they are fit
and send greetings to members.

To all the servicemen our best wishes for good health, good luck,
and safe return, are extended.

All members regret the loss sustainecl by Lieut.-Coionel V. C.
Galvin in the death of his wife. Shortly afteiwards he had to enter
Heidelberg Military Hospital. Member-s will be delighted to knou,
that he has made a good recovery and is now carrying on as usual.

With deep regret we record that the following members of the
Clqb haye paid the supreme sacrifice:-W. M. Henty and R. W.
McDonald.

To the relatives of these members the club extends its deepest
sympathy.

t
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General.
Although Messrs. J. G. Sprigg, Fl. Kenny, K. Smith, E. K. L.

Vlrcoe, G. E. Trickett and J. Blair-Holt spent a great deal of time
coaching novices, it is to be hoped that every member who has
benefited himself from regular coaching wili regard it as an obligation
to lend a hand irith this important work in the coming season.

The older members have ag;ain given their whole-hearted support
trt the Club, and we hope they will maintain their interest and
activity.

During April rve received a visit from Mr. H. Raven. Old members
',vill recali that during the late twenties he lwas a prominent oarsman,
ancl successfully competed at many regattas. Although having
served some time in the A.I.F., Harold looked particularly well, and
anxiously awaits any news of his brother Frank, r,rrho is a prisoner
of v,zar.

Captain W. Haworth, M.L.A., has been placed on the reserve of
officers, and has resumed his civilian duties. He has been sighted
on one or two occasions trying conclusions with seasoned veterans
in the gymnasium. He has been, no doubt, physically tuning up
fol the Parliamentary battles of debate, and rve trust he will again
be a regular attendant at the Club-house.

Some months ago Mr. A. G. Lindblade suffered a painful accident,
but all will be pieased to hear that he is no\ 7 making a rapid
recovery.

Best wishes are extended to Messrs. P. Hernming, R. Johnson,
W. Birch, P. Wharton, I. Unsworth, C. Lalor and J. T. Mitchell, who
were married during the year, and also to the following;-V[sss1s.
A. P. Miller, F. Macrae, C. Duncan, D. B. Palfreyman, J. B. Clemens,
V. Bourne and their good rvives who have added to their families.

Mr. F. R. Browne, A.I.C.A., again carried out the duties of
Honorary Auditor, and our thanks are due to him for this service.

A special word off thanks is due to Mr. Ray Todd for the great
interest he takes in rowing and for keeping the sport before the
public.

Once again Scotch College crews were afTorded the use of the
Boat-house and facilities during the regatta training periods, thus
maintaining the long-establishecl connection between the school a,,nd

),our Club.
Congratulations are ollered to the Geelong College eight and to

their coach, Mr. C. Saleh, on winning this year's Head of the River.
In thanking Masters J. French, R. Williams, P. Duncan and

T. Owen, who acted as coxswains during the year, we shouid point
out that owing to the increased activity at the shecl considerable
difficulty has been experienced in providing coxswains for all crews,
and it is felt that this position could be rectified if members were
to endeavour to attract sr"ritable youngsters by pointing out the
enjoymerit ancl benefits to be derived from the sport.

The g),mnasium has been weii patronised, and has proved a
decided asset, particulariy dr-rling the winter months.

Conclusion.
The retiring Comrnittee thanks members for their assistance,

and hopes that the same support which is so essential for the
successful conduct of the Club will be forthcoming during the
approaching season 

For and on behalf of the cornmittee,
D. B. PALFREY}{AN,

Honolary Secletary.
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Addendum"
The sincere thanks of all members are due to Executive Officers

of the Club, whose flne work, under the difficult conditions inseparable
from wartime, has resulted in it being possible to submit such an
excellent Report and Balance Sheet, correring the activities of the
past season.

In this connection, teference should be made to the assistance
rendered to them by many of our younger members, and a special
word of thanks is due to Mr. J. G. Sprigg. His energy and
enthusiasm is as unbounded as rnhen he was Captain of the Club
a number of years ago, and his work in connection with new members
is particularly valuable.

It is to be regretted that Mr. Alan Gordon has found it necessary
to tender his resignation as Captain, because his duties as an
officer of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research necessitate
his absence from Melbourne for lengthy periods from time to time.
During his term of office in the l94L-42-43 and 1943-44 seasons, Mr.
Gordon rendered the Club most valuable services, and our sincere
thanks are tendered to him. He wiil be succeeded by Mr. J. Blair-
Holt, who, as Yice-Captain, has capably carried out Mr. Goldon's
duties when he has been away from Melbourne.

Once again the CIub is indebted to Mr, J. Harvey Picken for
his generosity in undertaking to supply the Annual Report and
Balance Sheet without cost to the Club. This is a very big help,
and is typical o the keen interest which he has always taken in
the Club's welfare during his many years of membership. We thank
him most cordialiy.

To all members serving in the Navy, Army and Air Force, and
to those who, unfortunately, are prisoners of war, we send greetings
and sincere wishes for their safety and well being. The favourable
developments in all the war zones during recent months makes it
possibie to look forward to their return in the not too distant future.
How happy we will be to welcome them home again.

A. L. DOBBIE,
. President.

Obituary.
It is with deep regret we record the deaths of the following

gentlemen, who were prominently associated with the Club:-
SIR STEPHEN MORELL.

The name of Sir Stephen Morell, who passed away on 6th July,
1944, will always be linked with the Mercantile Rowing Ciub because
of the splendid services which he rendered it from the time of joining
in 1891 until his death.

He was one of those who, in association with the late Mr. A. B.
Sloan, caused the name of Mercantile to be regarded as one of the
leading clubs in Victorian rowing, and, at the same time, laid its
foundations in such a way that it has ever since been prominent
in any movement for the advancement of the sport.

After a number of years as Vice-President, he was eiected
President of our Club in 1905, on the death of his predecessor, the
iate Mr. A. R. Blackwood. He fiIled this office with great distinction
for 28 years. His long term rt'as marked by untiring efforts in the
Club's interest, and saw a steady increase in its strength, which
necessitated extensions to the .Boat-ho,use and fleet, until to-day the
Club possesses premises and equipment second to none in Victoria.
His retirement in 1933 was consequently a matter for great regret.
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I,'or"uutately, lrou,ever', it tliti not inter'.iere rvitlr tl're c<ttttinltallce of
hil interest iri the Citlb's welfare, of n'l-rich lle gar,,e many tangible
proofis up to the time of his tleatir.

His actii'ities r,vele not conflned to the &'lercantiie Club, antl it is
tluestionable if zny other man has done so rnuch for Victoriar:
rou,ing. ln 1936 his fine u,ork, l-reing fuliy appreciated throughout
tire State, \vas recog'riised bl' his election as Plesident of the Victorian
Rou,in.q Association, att o{fice rn,lrich he filled u'ith .qreat benefit to
all Victorian oarsmen until his cleath.

His naine \ras peipetuatetl oit the ri'*,-er itr 1933 by the renaming
of the Andelst-ur Street Blittge as the Morell Bridge.

Sir Stepl'ren \yas plotnitrerrt in the Club's crews, antl amongst
other races was '(ilo\\," in the successful Chanrpionship Four in 1896,
and the Cl-rampionship F)ig'hts in 1,396 and 1897. He also won a
nlirnber of sculling races.

For many yeairs he donated the trophies for the Morell Coi-rrbination
Eights. This ever,t attracted lalge entlies, trventy-tr.vo cre'lvs on one
ociasion, and ditl nuch to make menihrers of the various clubs known
to one another. The Morell Cup, presenterl by him for cotnpetition
b-r, Senior trights at tlre Rou'ing' Association Regatta, was yet
another oi his henefactions to rotvittg.

He u,as a member of the City Council ilor thirty-eight years, and
Lord Mayor lrom 1926 to 1928, but these civic honours in no way
lessenerl his interest in the sport r,vhich he lor.erl so rn'ell. A feature
r.r.hich endeared Sir Stephen to all t,as the keen personal interest
which he took in eriery meirrber, includirig beginners. He was always
readl, to tender advice to them, not onlf in regard to ror,ving, but
alr;o in their br-rsiness life. Nlany ol\'e i]rurch to liim in this direction.

Thus his death renioves floi'ir this Clul:, and the lorR'ing workl,
an otttstandirig personality, atid one k-reloved by all.

Our sincere sympath.l, is extendecl to Larir, Morell antl his family,
one of whom, Majoi' Itotl Morell, has ireen a member of the Club
for many years.

SIR GEORG I.] I,'AIRBAIIIN.

The late Sir George Fairbairn \vas a Vice-President since 1907.
He ..1'as an outstanding figure in Au-"tralian rorn'ir.g, having stroked
the Victorian crew u,hich won tl-re first eight-oarecl race for the
Ar-rstralian championship in 1fi78. He n,as a founder ot' the i\{elbourne
Ainateur Regatta Associatio,n (Australian Henley), and lYas its
Presicler.t at the time o{ his death. He u ers for soine time Fresident
of the Victorian Rorn ing Associatiotr.

Mr. H. W. T. DAYIS.

Mr. FI. W. T. Davis, ',vho riieri suddeni.y in London on 17th March,
1944, rorved in the winning Victorian eight ot 1E95. In the same yeai'
lre stloheti the I\{ercantile crew r,vhich won the Senior Fours at
Ballarat and Barwon regattas, and the Vic:torian Championship.
Other members of the four were R. E. Dav"sort, norn, of Whittlesea
(l:orn,), the late A. ts. Sloan (2), and the late H. Linclgren (3). The
late Sid. Erlwards, v,rho coached many of lVlercantile's best crews,
said that this was the fastest four-oared crew he had ever seen.
Mr. Davis was rl'Iariager of an insulallce company in the tr'ar East
for many years, and rvas activelv assisting rvith the war effort in
London at the time of his death.
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Ntr. V. F. MAS0N.

Mr. Mason, one of our foundation membet's, used to tell how a
band of enthusiasts worked every week-end in filling up the swamp
which was originally on the site of our present Boat-house.

For a number of years he dropped out of active association with
the Club, but when this was renewed in 1934 he displayed keen
interest in its welfare, and made many generous donations to its
funds.

By his death another link with the early history of the CIub is
severed, but it is a tribute to the strong hold which rowing takes
on those who take an active part in it to remember that his
association extended over a period of sixty-three years, and that
almost to the time of his death he was hale and hearty.

Mr. GEORGE LOGAN.

The death of Mr. George Logan, on 14th July, has severed yet
another link with the earlier years of the Mercantile Club. Although
it is now a riumber of years since Mr. Logan had taken an active
part in rowing, he lvas formerly prominent in Club crews, and won
a number of Maiden, Junior and Senior races. His racing career
culminated in his selection in the Victorian crew which competed
in the Interstate race at Hobart in 1910. He also competed in a
number of contests for the Warehousemen's Boat Race, as a member
of crews representing Paterson, Laing and Bruce Ltd., in which flrm
he rose to be managing director.

Possessed of an unassuming disposition, Mr. Logan nevertheless
inspired confldence in all the crews in which he rowed, and was held
in high regard, not only amongst members of this Club, but amongst
others. His sterling qualities and fine sportsmanship gained for
him many friends.

Mr. W. BAT'[EN.

MERCANTILE R

Clarke, C. A. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

List of Members,

I-IFE Mh]]

hzs11s, P. C.
Kerrny, E.
l\{orell, Sir

( deceased)

Aspinall, J. O
Ratson, A. V.
Baiiey, J. H.
Batty, R. A.
Bilney, K. A.
Birch, W. C.
Blair-Hoit, J.
Bolton, R. S.
Browne, F. R.
Eurton, A. J.
Butler, B.
Butler, L.
Cannon, R. H.
Capp, R. M.
ctiff, R. A.
Cooper, Dr. R.
Corteen, L.
Cumming, R.
Dixon, C. E.
Dov;d, M. C.
I)uncan, A. R.
Dunstan, J. T.
Fiaser, D. H.
French, L. P.
Frost, C.

Ilririey,, (i..I.
l,y,'ons, F. \ ,.
l'Iacl<e1,, N. Ii.
l{ati'reson" W.
h4iiner', li. \['.

trlrii"nreister. C.
Gibbs, A. A.
FIili, i..

Ferguson, J.

lliigh. A" It.
Cox, G. F.
Evans, E. A.
Grant, \\-.

SENIOR M]

Gordon, A.
Green, M. E.
Greenshields,
Gregg, R. V
Hanst-.n, M.
Hoskins, R.
Jew, F. W.
Jones, J. Mc
Kerr, R. J.
Lalor, C. C.
Lindblade, A
IWacfarlane, ,

Marsh, T. W
Mead, V.
iv{ildren, D. .

i{iller', A. P.
I{founsey, J.
I'{cGregor', I.
1Mt'Ka;,r, T.
I,iixon, N. V.
Nortorr, F. V
Oldfield, F.
Palfreyman,
I'icken, J" H
Pitt, w. G.

JUNIOR M]

McKeown, J.
Richardson, l
Shears, J. D.
Shears, T. W
Sissons, D. (

I{ONORARY
O'Iiei}1r,, J.
Sout,h, ,r.

COLTNTITY hI

F'erguson, ]t.

ASSOC]AT]' ]

n4organ, N.
Mor"ice, J. M.
Nugent, P. I
Ireters, T.

Members of a decade or more ago will recall that Bill, as ]re was
affectionately known to all, was for some time chief custodian of
property. Of a bright and pleasing personality, he was happy at all
times to repair equipment, as well as taking out novices and other
crews. His prompt attention to minor repairs greatly assisted in
the fleet and oars being maintained at a high standard of efficiency.
Due to his help and interest in essential details, many social activities
were very successful, and the Club is poorer for his passing.

Our sympathy is extended to relatives of these gentlemen.
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List of Members, 1943-44 Season.

Aspinall, J. O.
I}:tson, A. V.
I3ailey, J. H.
Batty, R. A.
Bilney, K. A.
Birch, W. C.
B]air-Hoit, J.
Bolton, R. S.
Brorvne, F. R.
Burton, A. J.
Butler, B.
Butler, L.
Cannon, It. H.
Capp, 11. M.
ctiff, R. A.
Cooper', Dr. It. A.
Corteen, L.
Cun'iming, R.
I)ixon, C. E.
Ilovid, M. C.
-Duncan, A. IL.
Du-nstan, J. T.
F-i"aser, D. H.
Iri"ench, L. P.
Frost, C.

SI]NIOR MI]MBI'RS.
Gordon, A.
Gr:een, M. Fl.
Greenshields, J, r\.
Cregg, R. V.
Elanse.n, M,
Hoskins, R.
Jg\A,, F. W.
Jones, J. McD.
Kerr, R. J.
Lalor, C. C.
Lindblade, A. G.
I[acfarlane, J. n{.
Marsh, T. W.
J\{ead, V.
i,Iildren, D. Fl.
ivliller', A. P.
}lounsey, J. L.
I'{cGregor', I.
1y,,11s.7, T.
l.lixor-r, N. V.
Nortorr, F. W.
Olrlfield, F.
Falfreyman, D. B.
l'icken, J. H.
Iritt, w. G.

Pollald, It. G.
Rohertson, J. N.
Rogers, L. W.
Rush, H. R.
Rush, R. T.
Sharp, O. S.
Shears, Ii.
Smitli, K. A.
Somerville, J. M
Slorvard, R. S.
Spillane, J.
Sprigg, J. G.
Stalr, trl N.
Sr,rlliven, B.
Thomas, J. C.
'tr'rickett, G. E.
fInsr,,'orth, I. T.
Varcoe, Ii. K. I-
l\'a.rle, G. C.
Walker", It. J.

Clarke, C. A. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

I'rlrlr,ey', G. .1.
L,1,'ons, F. \1 ,

I'Iaci<e1., N. Ii.
I{atheson. W.
Miiner', Ii. W.

Illli"iireister, C
Gibbs, A. A.
LIiti, i_.

Fcrt'uson, J

I3lish, A" R.
C<;x, G. F.
Evans, E. A.
Grant, \\'.

I,IFE MEMBEITS.
huens, P. C.
Kenny, E.
1\{orel1, Sir Stephen

( deceased )

.]UNIOIi Mb]MBEltS
\4cKeor,r,n, .].
Richa.riison, R. H.
Shears, J. D.
Shears, T. W.
Sissons, D. C. S.

Potter, W
. Stooke, V.

W.
M.
A. R.
L. E. R.
M. S.

.D.

Waliace.
Webb, A.
Whitfiord,
Williams,
Williams,
Woods, L,

Srnith" G. It.
Tatna,ll, G. F-.
\&'illiams, J. G.
\A/ootlbririge, R. H.

HONORARY MEMBERS.

O'trleill1,, .I.
Sout,h,,r.

l{organ, N.
Mot"ice, J. M. \\
Nugent, P. F.
Ireters, T.

Strillr,<:h, J. Iiri-.
Wade. P. M.

Stervart, S. C
Tiirbits, I. D.
Varcoe, E. K.

COUNTRY MI'I{BI]I]S.
F'erguson, R. Trehealne. A. G

ASSOCIATI.I I\4EMtsIrRS.
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On Active Service.
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Ainslie, J. B.
Atkins, A. H.
Appleby. J. l'.
Bailey, M.
tsalfe, N.

'FBarkley, tr. H.
"Barnfather, I!. Ii.
''Belltorr',ers, W.
Bethune, H. F-.

Rernsten, M. O.
Bickerstaff, B. C.
Bickerstaft, H. A.

'rBlacli, P. A.
Bligh, A. It.
Bourke, Il. F.
Bourne, V.
Braddock, H. Ir.
Braithwaite, I(. A.

'tBrern'in, R.
Rrooke, D. C.
Bucirde, R. J.
Bussell, G. J.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, D. A.
Campbell, T. J.
Chandler', B. C.
Clark, J. H. P.
Clarke, A. H. G.
Clemens, J. B.
Coade, N.
Cooper, K. N.
CoIe, G. H.

'rCook, D. D.
Craig, J. B.
Cripps, A.
Dal,ey, G. H.
I)avies, G. A.'Dickens, A.
Dietrich, H. O.
Dobbie, A. Vil.
fluncan, C. B.
Erlwards, H.
trpstein, G. J.
Ferguson, J. M.
Ferguson, It.
Fletcher, J. XiI.
F-ogart5,, B. J.
Fox-Lane, D.
Fraser, D. H.
Galvin, V. C.
G:rrtle1r, It. M.
Gibson, Ii. J.
Grabharr, B. L.
Glav, Yri. L.
Gregor1,, C. J.

Harrv, C. 1\{.
Harrison, G. J.
Hastie. G. T.
Hawortlr, W. C
Ilemr ing, P.

':'I{enty, W. M"
Hi1l, J. T.
Hill, L.
Hiller, G. L.
Hog;an, D. F.
Iloimes, R. M.
l-Ioi'Cer, G. J.
lrving, R. B.
Johnsotr, B.
J ohnson, li.
Jc.,nes, E. J.
Jones, J. I[cD.
Kerr', P.

I-ee, J.
Le.,y, A,

':'I.inti, G. A.
l,ong, D.
Lvons, F. \41 .

lfiactz,e, D. M.
Nlaci'ae, F. A.

'r'1\'lacrae, S. C.
Major', J. F.
l'larslr, Itr W.
Llander, K.
I{eakin, A. It.
Ifitcheli, J. B.
.[{itr:}re:]1, J. T.
I\'iirams, J.
il,loll. L. L. B.
Iiorell, P.. 'i.
Lforgan, D.
Mcl)onal<1, Ii. l'.

'j'lIr:DonaJtl, R. \A'.
L{:Farlanc, J. J.
]\,,1.r_rLean, D. \t.
l'ItLenraii, \\r. Ii,
llcVilir', L \\I.

'r'Nethercote, C. Ii.
Nerr-port, F.
l'iicholls, C. J.
O'Halloran, J.

'i'Olbr.rck, L. D.
P:irrett, R. A.
Irepirartl, J.
Pope, K.
IiariclifJ'e, J.
Iiar:en, C. F.
ltashlei.qh, 1.. I'.

Iieirl, J. M.
Iiees, J.
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APPEI

Handling 
'

The importance of adopting the
placing boats in the water cannot
is certain that a considerable amou
entirely to careless handling.
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stroke is in charge of the crerv not
taking the boat from the Boat-hou
to the racks.

Before attempting to morze a bc
for the crew to be correctly spacer
order to avoid undue strain which
damage to the boat the word "lifl
only. Care must be observed w]
riggers are not damaged by being
against the sliding doors. Due to
staging is frequently slippery, and
part of the staging is reached. So
members should, on approaching
always firm against the protrudir
Dependent on the tide crervs musl
atternpting to float a boat.

In placing a boat in the water,
hold the boat with one hand and
theretry helping it into the water.
boat it is necessaly for every mer
boat is not only afloat, but that it
seated.

There is only one way-the cor:
boat, and that is by stepping crol
seat runners, ancl at the same timr
of the boat, thereby taking the mz

On returning to the Boat-house,
prevail, bow side will get out first
side. When taking the boat out r

the rack simiiar care must be taken
In piacing the boat on the rack

tl-rat no riggers are resting on t
rominate a portion of the crew to l

Oar

Oars should be taken from the
boat on the water, and returned
rack. The.y shoulC he placed on
trees or buildings where they mi
darr,ag'ed.

Born, side oars shoulrl be placed <

of the Boat-house, and stroke oals
Reporting of Damage.-All dz

ploperty should be reportetl imme<
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APPENDIX.

Handling of Boats.
The importance of adopting the correct method of carrying and

placing boats in the water cannot be too strongly stressed, as it
is cert-ain that a considerable amount of damage to boats can be clue
entirely to careless handling.

In a rowing club it is of necessity a recognised principle that the
stroke is in charge of the crerv not onilr while rowing, but also when
taking the boat from the Boat-house to the water and returning it
to the racks.

Before attempting to morze a boat from the racks it is necessary
for the crew to be correctly spaced with bows opposite strokes. In
order to avoid undue strain which might ultimately cause structural
damage to the boat the word "Iift" should be given by the stroke
only. Care must be observed when leaving the Boat-house that
riggers are not damaged by being knocked against other boats or
against the sliding doors. Due to the rise and fail of the tide the
staging is frequently slippery, and boats should be turned before this
part of the staging is reached. So as to prevent falling or slipping,
members shouid, on approaching the water, see that one foot is
always firm against the protruding lateral ridge of the staging.
Dependent on the tide crews must walk out into the water before
attempting to float a boat.

In placing a boat in the water, each member of the crew should
hold the boat with one hand and place the other under the boat,
thereby helping it into the water. Before attempting to enter the
boat it is necessaly for every member of the crew to see that the
boat is not oniy afloat, but that it will float when all members are
seated.

There is only one way-the correct way-to get into or out of a
'boat, and that is by stepping crossways on the keei board or the
seat runners, ancl at the same time piacing the hands on both sides
of the boat, thereby taking the main weight of the body.

On returning to the Boat-house, unless extreme weather conditions
prevail, bow side will get out first and hold the boat for the stroke
ilae. When taking the boat out of the water and returning it to
the rack simiiar caie must be taken as rnhen leaving the Boat-house.

In placing the boat on the rack particular attention must b9 g:iven
tlrat no riggers ane resting on the racks. The stroke will then
nominate a portion of the crew to hose and wash down the boat.

Oars.
Oar.s should be taken from the Boat-house lrlior to placipg' the

boat on the water, and returned after the boat is restorecl to its
rack. They should be placetl on the bank, antl not stood agair1st
trees or buildings where they may easilv be hnocked <lou'n atrd
dan",ag'ed.

Bou, side oars shoultl be p)aced on the t'acks provided on the right
of the Boat-house, and strolie oars olr the left

Reporting of Damage.-All dalnage to boats, oars and othc'r
property should be reported immecliately to the Cairtain.
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