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Mercantile Rowing Club

Princes Bridge,

Melbourne,

10th July,1945.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Sixty-fifth
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the Mercantile
Rowing CIub will be held at the Club-house on

SATURDAY, 28th JULY, 1945, at 7.45 p.m. (The

Annual Smoke Night will be held at the conclusion
of the meeting.)

BUSINESS:

To receive and adopt the Annual Repor.t and Balance Sheet.

To confirm the Minutes of the previous General Meeting.

To elect Office-bearers for the ensuing year.

Presentation of Trophies.

General.

Nominations for ofiice-bearers for the ensuing year will close
on the Notice Board at the Boat-house at 4 p.m. on Saturday,
21st July, 1945.

By ordel of the Committee,

D. B. PALFREYMAN,

Hon. Secretalv.

FT

\q./
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PRESIDDNT:
A. L. DOBBIE, Esq.

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
5

T
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D
R
A
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, F. BRENNAN, Esq.
r. R. A. COOPER.

C. N. McKAY, trsq.
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Mr. E. SHEARS.

V. GREGG, Esq
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CAPTATN:
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VICE.CAPTAIN:
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HAN. TREASURER:
Mr. C. A. R. CLARKE

COMMITTEE:
The following served on the committee during the year:-

Mr. J. H. BAILEY. Mr' J' SHEARS'
M;. A. CONPON. Mr. J. G. SPRIGG.
i4;: E. KENNV. Mr. I. uNswonrH'

Mr. E. K. L. VARCOE.

HON. AUDITOR:
Mr, F. R. BROWNE, A.I.C.A.

HON. SOLICITOR:
Mr. M. S. WILLIAMS, LL.M.

VICTORIAN ROWING ASSOCIATION.
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MessYs. J. BLAIR-HOLT, J. SHEARS'

VICTORIAN AilIATEUN SCULLING ASSOCIATION :

Mr. K. BILNEY^

J. BT"AIR-T]

Captain, 1-94
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THE SIXTY-FIFTH ANNUAT REPORT
OF THEt

t, Mercantile Rowing Club

i

To the Members of Mercantile Rowing Club:
Gentlemen,-Your Committee has much pleasure in presenting the

Sixty-fifth Annual Report and Audited Balance Sheet covering the
twelve months ended 30th June, 1945.

fn rerriewing the activities of your Club for the past season, we
are glad to record a great improvement both in rowing success and
in the general spirit of enthusiasm and co-operation.

Your Ciub was well represented at all major regattas, and the
niajority of combination races conducted by the various Clubs.

This year the Combination Race for the Picken-Williams trophies
was conducted for eight-oared crews, and a verv gratifying entry of
120 oarsmen made a most interesting and enjoyable day.

A bombination four-oared race for Club Members was well
supported, as was the Sprigg Time Trial.

With an increase in the number of regattas conducted this season,
many more members were seen at the Club during the week, and
large attendances were recorded each week-end.

Your Club again lent boats and oars to R.A.A.F. Crews competing
in Service regattas.

Members in the forces now total 1-78, which is an increase of L3.
On Saturdays during the winter months, football has proved a

great attraction, and many pleasant afternoons were enjoyed by
everyone participating.

The gyrnnasium continues to attract an increasing number of
enthusiasts, particularly during the winter nronths.

The following detailed record of the years' activity will more
adequately show the part your CIub has played in the sport.

Financial.
The Committee has pleasure in thanking members for the prompt

payment of subscriptions during the season. This fact is gratifying
and of great assistance in the Club's business affairs.

The cost of replacements is, naturally, exercising the minds of
the Committee, and the payment of &4 each for oars purchased
recently, may possibly be an indication of what we may have to pay
for material when more settled conditions prevail.

Another serious difficulty at the moment, is sources of supply,
which have been cut off by war conditions. Efforts are being made
in this connection, and it is hoped that some progress may be reported
in the near future.

Gratitude is tendered to those members who have done so much
valuable work in reconditioning the fleet during the season.
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ExecutiYe and Committee.
The Club has been very fortunate in having as Captain Mr. J.

Blair-Holt, and your thanks are due to him for the able manner in
which he caruied out his arduous duties. He has inspired a feeling
of harmony among: all Members, and may finish this term of office
confident in the knowledge that he has faithfully done his part to
further the progress of the Club.

Thanks are also due to Committee Members whose interest an{
assistance has helped considerably in the smooth and successful
running of the CIub.

Twelve Committee meetings were held during the yeay and
attendances were as follows:-

,I. G. Sprigg. 12
E. Shears 11
J. Shears 11
I. Unsworth. .. Lz
E. K. L. Varcoe 11

Membership.
The addition of 38 new Members is gratifying, and indicates that

the vitality of the Club is being maintained by the infusion of new
blood.

During the year 5 Members enlisted in the services,
accordance rvith past procedure, have been granted leave of

The membership list now stands as foliows:-
Life Members . . .. 7
Senior Members ..
Junior Members ..
Honorary Members ..
Associate Members
Country Members ..

List of Members on active service given on pages 16 and 17.

Donations.
The Club desires to record its appreciation of donations received

from the following gentlemen:-
Dr. R. A. Cooper, S. Guinn, J. G. Sprigg, J. H. Picken, J. L.

Mounsey, J. Blair-Holt, T. F. Brennafl, G. Sheppard, A. L. Dobbie,
J. H. P. Clark, E. Kenny.

CIub-house.
A new lead flooring has been laid under the showers. This will

help to preserve the wooden structure which was being damaged by
water seeping through the old lead floor.

The roof was overhauled and a number of tiles was replaced.
During the year the City Council completed the asphalting of the

road past the Club-house and the approach to the Club. The improved
conditions ate greatly appreciated by all members who use the
Shed regularly.

The Committee Room was repainted after the damage by fire
last year.

The sweeping and dusting of the Club-house was camied out by
Messrs. K. Bilney, G. Tatnall. J. Shears, W. Shears, W. Wallace, and
others, and their efforts in this direetjon are appreciated.

MERCANTILE R(

During April vandals broke into
the desk in the Committee Room.
desk and the muddle of papers, no
matter was reported to the police, bu

Boats and

New boats are still unobtainable, ,

is practically impossible to arrange fr
Club is very fortunate therefore in l
A. Gordon, I. Unsworth and K. Biln
helped to a great degree to keep tl
Special thanks are extended to Mr
discharge from the Navy, has dev<
effecting repairs to boats. Some othr
but your Committee feels that in a (

must be many more who could rend
can do so are requested to contact the

A Iist of the Club's fleet at 30th Jr

RACING BOATS.
Best and Best.

R. V. Gregg
S. J. Morell
A. L. Dobbie

Clinkers.
H. Bailey
G. Sprigg
Kenny .
B. Weire
A. Clarke
Potter
Joseph
. CooperR.A

Torn'ards the end of May another I

was put back in commission. This
what for week-end rowing.

In November last the Club was fr
Poppet Practice Oars from Messrs. (
two sets of Sculls for use with the
being used continuously, and have h,
pressure on busy days.

In June we obtained four more p
oars. These will be invaluable next

It is felt desirable to draw attent
oars bought this season cost 5,4/10/- e

recently quoted in Sydney for a new r
reminded that carelessness in ha:
expensive to the Club, but causes a

Coachi
The coaching problem has again b

were many crews which had to carry
their training, and we must urge M
the coming season.

We extend our thanks to Messrs
Gordon, A. Lindblade, and S. I

A. L. Dobbie 4
A. Gordon 10
E. Kenny 8
D. B. Palfreyman L0

8
8
4

8
8
8
4
4
4
4
2

J.
J.
E.
L.
C.
w.
w.

95
2t

8
8
2

and, in
absence.

PRACTICE
S. C. Macrae
C. F. Raven
J. L. Mounsr
C. J. Nicholl
G. J. Horder
V. F. Mason
A. P. Miller
H. G. Taylor

14L

t

a

*

J. H. Bailey . .. 7
K. Bilney 1.2
J. Blair-Hoit 11
C. A. R. Clarke. 12
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. During Aqril vandals broke into the shed and forced the lock onthe desk in the committee Room. Apart trom_the-au*"g"-i"-t["
desk and the muddle of papers, no great damage was do"ne. Th;matter \,vas reported to the pblice, but the offender"was not traced.

Boats and Oars.
New boats are still unobtainable, oars are difficult to secure, and itq practically impossible to arrange for repairr t" n" carried o"t. trr"ulub rs-very_ fortunate therefor.e in having such Mernbers as Messrs.

A.. Gordon, I. Unsworth and K. Bilney, _#hose etro?s thi. yd; h;;;
helped. to a great degree to keep the'fleet i, iis 

-p.esent 
condition.special thanks are eitended to 

-Mr. q. Stooke, #t ",-1"it"*iilli;dilcharge from the_ Navy, has devoted many S""auv 
-r";;;il;. -;;

effecting r^epairs to boats.' Some others have helpud *ilfr-ifr"- r"iii^*but vour committee feels that in a crub tt " .irJ;? M&;;;ii""iil;
must be many more who could render valuable asrirturr"e. air-*rr"
can do so are requested to contact the Captain and ofer tfreir r.i.i."r.

A list of the club's fleet at B0th June,lg4b, is set out hereunder:-
RACING BOATS.
Best and Best.

R. V. Gregg 8
S. J. Morell 8
A. L. Dobbie . 4

CIinkers.
J. H. Bailey 8
J. G. Sprigg 8
E. Kenny . 8
L. B. Weire . 4
C. A. Clarke . 4
W. Potter . 4
W. Joseph . 4
R. A. Cooper . z

PRACTICE BOATS.
S. C. Macrae 8
C. F. Raven 8
J. L. Mounsey 8
C. J. Nicholls 8
G. J. Horder 8
V. F. Mason . 4
A. P. Miller . 4
H. G. Taylor . 4

TUB BOATS.
S. Guinn
H. Rush
J. H. Picken
A. G. Lindblade .
J. Watson

4
4
2
2,

Tou,ards the end of May another practice Eight, the c. J. Nichollsw3s pgt back, in commission. This-has relievEd ih;-p;;iti;^;;;;:what for week-end rowing.
In November last the club was fortunate to obtain a set of EightPoppet Practice oars from Messrs. Geo. Town* e So", t"s"thur;:ihtwo sets of sculls for use with the open boats. att it eI" ;;i. ;;;being used continuously, and have heiped .orrid."*riy-i"-r"ri"i" irr"pressure on busy days.
rn June we obtained four more practice oars and fourteen racingoars. These will be invaluable neit racing ."rr"".rt is felt desirable to draw attention of "M;;il", to the fact thatoars bought thls se-ason cost s4/L0/- each, u"a er0o-pt,i. Jrr"r;;;;;;recently 

-quo-ted in sydney for a new .acins 
"Ght. nt"*r"ru ;;;g;i;reminded that carelessness in handrin! 
. Eq"irr*"r- G- ;;; ;;i;expensive to the club, but causes a great- aeai of inconvenience.

Coaching.
The coaching probleoq hq" again been a disturbing feature. Therewere maly crews which had to carry on without any" coachinE d;;i";their training, and we must urge rVle-bers to gi""" ti,E-'^*ip#'i;the coming: season.
we extend our thanks to Messrs. J.- G. Sprigg, G. Trickett, A.Gordon, A. Lindblade, and S. Sanderson,'- i,to, at no litile
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inconvenience, have devoted so much time to this imPortant work, and
;;;t that rn'e'wili again have their able assistance in the future.-- -Vo", Club has fr""r, ,r"ry fortunate in obtaining the_ setvices of
Mr. Tom Darcey, Tasmanian state coxswain. He is in the R.A.A.-I{'.,
;;,i ;t pftsent 

-Jtationed in Melbourne. He has devoted quite a .{ot
of 1i*"'during each week and on Sunday mornings to coaching the
younger oarsmen."--iJir.i"g February, Mr. Charles Sa1eh, former_Geelong College

"ou.fr.-*-o-rred 
to Meibourne, and has since been coaciring some- of our

;;;;"; ;"*bu*t. Acting on his suggestion .a pictqre light was
ir.ris"a-ri *fri"tr *as sTlo*n a flIrn--on rowing. The-thirty-four
;"-;#r, present, apart frg.l, having _a_ m9s! .enjoyable. evening,
;;"ti; b"iiefiied from tt e talk given by Mr. Saleh. For his interest
i"A "it"uble 

assistance given we extend our sincere thanks.-"V" ^ 
ippr".iute the d'ne ges-ture of Columbia Pictures and the

p"p*r:t111"IrTof Munitions in iltaking avaiiable free of charge the flIm
and theatrette resPectivelY.--' f" 

"Ut"in 
the best reiults and permit the interchange. in -crews

which is sometirn", ,r""uttrry during a -regatta season, it is obvious
ii',rTTn" styte adopted bv any- Club should be uniform'-'"$;; 

"i,i". 
uy ur. C. Slter,, which are printed as an ?PPendix

t" tf,i, ,"ptd*iif pio"u of great interest to Members.

ROWING.
Inter-Club Events.

Metropolitan Regatta.
gth September, 1944.

Arluanced. Fours.-J. Shears (str.), \Y. Shears (3), G. Tatnal| (2);
A. Whitford (bow), R. williams (cox), J. South (coach). Defeated
in heat.gnit"iiiti' Founr.-R. Woodb-ridge (s!r.), H.. Dg-tcan.- (3), 'f' N9i.I

--"1i1; b.- Powell (bow), J. French (cox), K' Bilnev (coach)'
defeated in heat.

grii,;iiJ-rigitietsht Pai.rs.-Qr Ridgw3.v (t .), R.-Cannon (bow),
- "i. French"(cox)J .1. etair-Holt (coach). Defeated'

Beaufort R.A.A.F. Regatta.
25th November, 1944.

Nouice Fours, No. 1.-J. Shears (s!r.), W. S!-ears- (3)t G',Tatnall
(2), W. Wallace (bow), J. French (cox). won heat but defeated
in final.

lloii"i"fours, No. Z.-p.. Woodbridge (str),.D. Powen (3.), J. Neiil' - 
ati,-M. S6*urville 1bory),_J. Jordan_(cox). Defeated in heat.

Noifilr'io,irs.-I. Unsworth (str.), R. Hoskins (bow), R. Williams
(cox). Defeated in heat.

ruaiaUdp Scutts.-K. Bilney was defeated.

Metropolitan Regatta.
2nd December, 1944.

Noaice Fou,r.s, No. 1.-J. Shears (str.), w. s=tr_ears-(3), G. Tatrqall'-(ii: W. f,Vuitrce (bow), J. French (cox). Won this event in fine
style.

Nouice Fours, No. 2.-R. Woodbridg-e
(2). M. Somerville (bow), J. Jordt

Noiicb' Pairs.-I. Unsworth (str.), I
(cox). Defeated in heat.

Scuiling' Half-mite Dash.-K. Bilney'

UPPer Yarra
27th Januar;

Challeng e F ours.-D. Palfreym-an. (st
(2), E. Shearrs (bow), R. Williamr
in final.

"C" Class Fours.-J. Shears (str.),
W. Wallace (bow), J. French (co

Noaice Fours, No. 1.-D. Povrell (st
(2), J. NeilI (bow), J. Jordan (c'

ioi{ably won both heat and final'
Noaice Fburs, No. 2.-R. Woodbr

Morrison (2), M. Somerville (bor
(coach). Defeated in heat.

Haidicap'Sculls.-K. BilneY and J
\Yilliams.

V.R.A. Rt
17th Februat

Noaice Fours.-F". Woodbridge (str,)
M. Somerville (bow), J. Fieldr
Defeated.

"C'i Class Fours, No. 1.-J. Shears (

(2), W. Wallace (bow], J. Frenc
ugn'(1ott Fours, No. 2.-D. Powell (

(2), J. Neill (bow), J.-Jordan. (c
No.'f crew narrowlY defeated N
tace.

Handicap Sculls.-K. BilneY and J'
J. Williams.

Sculling n
24th Februa

Scullins Half -mile D ash.-J. Willian
fourth.

Noaice Lightll)eigtlt Scull,-Won b;

second.

Metropolitan
3rd March

Nouice Fours, No. 1.-R. Woodbri
Ponsford (2), J. Hill (bow), J. l

Nooice Fours,- l,lo. Z.-C. Smith (str'
(2), K. Wilson (bow), R. Dunc:
Defeated rn heat.

"C" Class Fours.-D. Powell (str.),
J. Neill (bow), J. Jordan (cox),
defeabed in final.

Challenge Fours.-J. Shears (st-r.),
W. iValiace (bow), J. French (r

final.
Clrullenge Pairs.-D. PalfreYman

Witllams (cox). Defeated in he

l

t
.t
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Noaice Fours, No. 2.-R. Woodbridg_e (str.),. D.i9well -(,3),- J. Neill- --(rt,-M. S.i*"rville (bow), ,I.Jgr-den -(-co4). 
Defeated in heat'

Nrilile'puiis.-I. Unsworth'(str.), R. Hoskins (bow), R. Williams
(cox). Defeated in heat.

S"uiitng' Hatf-mite Dash.-K. Bilney. Won this event'

Upper Yarra Regatta.
27th January, 1945.

Challenge Fours.-D. Paifreym-a-n. (str.), J..Bla-ii-Ho-lt (3), Dl 41?::1
(2),-8. Shears (bow), R,. williams (cox). won heat but cleleaf,ecr

in final.
"C';-Cto-ii Fours.-J. Shears (str.), W. Shears (q), G' Tatnall (2),

W. Wallace (bow), J. French (cox). 
-Defeated'Norii, t-;;;;, N;. i:-D. Povrell (str.), 4. 2"I,9"T (9), R'.Hoskins''-"(i\. 

.1. trteitt (bo*), J. Jordan'(cox), G. Trickett (coach). Com-
foi'tjably won both heat and final.

Nr;;;;--Fruii,'- lrr. z.-n. woodbridge- G.t{.), J, Hill . (3), -g'- - 
Mo..i. oi (Z), M. So*"rville (bow), f. fieta6n (cox), A. Gordon
(coach). Defeated in heat.

H";;;;;;'scitli.-ii. nl""y and J. williams. won easilv bv J'
Williims. i ;iLi

V.R.A. Regatta.
17th February, 1945.

Nouice Fours.-f,. Woodbridge (str.), J. Hill (3), w. Morrison (2),- - 
M.- Somervilie (bow), .I Fieldbi (cox), A. Gordon (coach).
Defeated.

"C';C7iti-iou*s, No. 1.-J. Shears (str.), W. Shears (3), G' Tatnall
(2), W. Waliace (bow-), J. French (.co{). 

-"Cidlhss Fours, N;. t.-D. Powell (str..),-H.-Dg1c?n (3), R' Hoskins- (rt, i. NeiII'(bow), J. Jordan- (c-ox)-, G. Trickett (coach)
No. 1 "r.* 

,rl.r;#iy defeated No.'2 crew after a very exciting
race.

rt"ii,ii"e Sculls.-K. Bilney and J. Williams. Won comfortably by
J. Williams.

Sculling Regatta.
24th FebruarY, 1945.

Sculling Hatf -mile Daslt.-J. Williams won this event, with R. Bolton
fourth.

No"iii'i,ightuteigltt Scull.-Won by J. Jordan with W. Morrison
second.

Metropolitan Regatta.
3rd March, 1945.

Nouice Fours, No. 1.-R. Woodbridge (str.), A' Batson- (3), M'-'- 
Fl"rio"a (Z), J. Hill (bow), J. FiAlgel (cox). I)efeated in heat.

NoitiiToiit)iio. z.-G. Smitli'(str.), J. Donal^dson (3), E. C.. White^ -iri,-K. 
Witson (bow), R. Duncan (cox), S. Sanderson (coach)'

Defeated rn heat.
"C'rCTiss Fours.-D. Powell (str.), H. Duncan (q)' R-' Ho*ins (2),- J. N;iIf (bow), J. Jordan icox), G. Trickett (coach). Narrowly

defeabed irl final.
Cnitliig-"- foirt.-;. Shears (st-r.), W, Shcars ,(3)r g. Tatnall (2),- - 

W. ivulir." (bow), J. French (cox). Won heat but defeated in
final.

Cnilliis" pairs.-D. Palfreyman- (str.), J. Blair-Hoit (bow)' R.

Williams (cox). Defeated in heat.

I

.a

I

f
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16th Apri
Corio Bay Fou,rs.-J. Shears strok,

16th Junr
Old Oarsmen's Eights.-In aid of th

Club was represented in the win

Pair-Oared Event f
This event was won by R. Johnsor

members of your Club.

Coxswainr
Two races were held, both being u

crew from your Club: R. Willian
(2), J. Fielden (bow), R. Fish

Club Ri
Combinatit

2nd Novem
This event attracted a good entry r

J. Shears (str.), W. Shears
(bow), J. French (cox).

Country I
RUTIIERGLEN PATRIOTIC CI

a patriotic gymkhana held at Lt
rowing events. Messrs. A. Gordo
together with a member of Coro.
French, coxswain, participated in a
heat, but being defeated by inches
a member of the crew which won t

MULWALA REGATTA.-A crer
W. She.ars, D. B. Palfreyman and \[
coxswain, won an Open Four-oarer
24th February.

Roth the above crews visited tlx
George Grimes, Secretary of the C
behalf the Club extends to him and
hospitality.

These rowing holidays ahvays
are strongly eommended to any u,h,

Melbourne
Melbourne Cup Day, 1944, sau

Scull make the trip to Flernington
interesting and enjoyable after'noo
welcorne is assured any new startelt

Sprigg Tir
Your thanks are extended to I

been responsible for making this
has been shown, and at the time of
been over the course"

Last season nine crews eompet
(str"), W. Shears (3), G. Tatnall (2
(cox). Time 26 min. 10 sec.

Beaufort - R.A.A.F. Regatta.
10th March, 1945.

"C" Class Fours.-D. Pou'ell (str.), H. Duncan (3), R. Hoskins (2),
J. Neill (bow), J. Jordan (cox), G. Trickett (coach). Won this
event in good style.

ClmLleruge ?ours.-J. Shears (str.), }Y. Shears (3), G. Tatnall (2),
W. Wallaee (bow), J. French (cox). Defeated.

Noai,ce Foul's, No. 1.-R. Woodbridge (str.), A. Batson (3), M.
Ponsford (2), J. Hill (bow), J. Fielden (cox). Won heat but
defeated in final.

Nource Fours, No. 2.-G. Smith (str.), J. f)onaldson (3), E. C.
White (2), K. Wilson (bow), R. I)uncan (cox), S. Sanderson
(coach). Defeated.

Handicap SculL-K. Bilney finished second.

Y.R.A. Challenge Fours.
17th March, 1945.

No. 1 Crew.-J. Shears (str.), W. Shears (3), G.Tatnall (2), W.
Waliace (bow), J. French (cox).

No. 2 Crew.-D. Powell (str.), H. Duncan (3), R. Hoskins (2),
J. Neill (bow), J. Jordan (cox), G. Trickett (coach). Both crews
were defeated.

Y.R.A. Sculling 1000 Metres.
17th March, 1945.

J. Williams and K. Bilney were both defeated.

V.R.A. Challenge Eights.
7th April, 1945.

J. Blair-Holt (str.), F. Oldfield (7), D. Powell (6), J. Neill (5), J.
Shears (4), W. Shears (3), D. Palfreyman (2), W. Wallace
(bow), J. Fielden (cox). Defeated.

Y.R.A. Novice Eights.
?th April, 1945.

W. $umphreys (str.), J. Hill (7), M.Ponsford (6),I.Unsworth (b),
G. Smith (4), W.Oberhansli (3), A. Gordon (2), M. Somerville
(bow), J. Jordan (cox). Defeated.

Y.R.A. Sculling, 2 Miles.
7th April, 1945.

K. Bilney u,as defeated.

Y.R.A. Challenge Pairs.
28th April, 1945.

II. Shears (str.), J. Hill (bow), J. Fielden (cox). Defeated.

Combination Racing.
7th October, 1944.

Ptcken-Williams Eigltts.-Your Club was represented in the winning
crew bv J' shea.s ("iJrit$,T;Jldl"rln (5)'

Young-ay$ J,gcl|:son Eights.-J. Blair-Holt stroked the winning crew
with W. Wallace (bow).

November, 1944.
stewart Tibbits Fours.-J. Neill rowed (B) in the rn,inning erew.

L

t
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16th April, 1945.
Corio Bay lvou,,r's.-J. Shears stroked the winning crew.

16th June, 1945.
old oarsmen's Eights: -r! aid of the Albert park Rowing club. your

Club was represented in the winning crew by E. Shea"rs (tt. - --.

Pair-Oared Event for Service Crews.
This event was won [y R. Johnson (str.), B. Jorrnson (bow), both

members of your Club.

Coxswains Fours.
Two races were hell., botl !-"j.Lg won. in fine style by the following

clqw from.your Club: R. Will-iams (str.), J. Jorda" fdl, j. F;;""fr(2), J. Fielden (bow), R. Fisher 
-(coii.

Club Racing.
Combination Fours.

2nd November, 1944.
This event attracted a good entry of BZ Members, the winners beinE

{, Slears (str.), W. Shears (B), N. Morrison- (2r; R. b;p^;(bow), J. French (cox).

Country Regattas.
RUTHERGLEN PATRIOTIC cARNIvAL.-on New year,s Dava patriotic gymkhana held at Lake Moodemere included ,"u"rhrowing events. Messrs. A. Gordon, w. wallace. and G.- T;tn;u.together with a member of Corowa Rowins CtriU ana M;;;;-j:

French, coxs\rain, particip-ate4 il an.ope-n ro-u*J rac", *i""i"s ti"i;heat, but be-ing defeated-by inches in'the nnat. 
- Bili w;iffi";;;a member of the crew which won the combination Fours nu"".

MULWALA REGATTA.-A cr-qy _g-or'ltprising Messrs. J. shears,w. sheprs, D. B. Pqlfreyman and w. wall'a.", ,u'itrt vru.t;* l. F;;;fr;
gqTsw3il, won an open Four-oared Er,ent on ya"rarvonga weir tri24th February.

Roth the above cr:ews visited the Murray at the invitation of Mr.
.Gqo"gs.Grimes, secreta'y of the corowa p,"*i"s crub, a"d-o; ti;i;behalf the club extends t-o him and coroiv, th"ii:tr,r"k! ior ;;ulL;ihospitality.

These rowing holidays ahvays pl.ove to be most en,iovable. anda.e strongly eommended to any i'ho have not had ilre ;i#;i;il". "-

Melbourne Cup Day.
Melbourne cup. Day,_!944, saw two Eights, one Four and one.Scull make the tiip to Flernington under ideal'coirlitions. A-*osainteresting and enjoyable aftef.noon was had t V ,ti, *"a ;-;;;;

welcome is assured any new starters for next y"ai,, outing.

Sprigg Time Trial.
Your thanks are extended to Mr. J. G. sprigg, who has aEainbeen responsible fg" m?king this event po..ibliT' G;;"-t"i"t"%;;

has been shown, and at the time of going to'press sixteen crews have
been over the course"

Last season nine creyF competed, the u'inners being J. shears(str.), W..Shears (P), G. Tat,all'(2),'W. Wallu." iU"*1,-n. Wifiirrm(cox). Time 26 min. 10 sec.
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With the Services.

It was indeed magnificent news to learn e?Tly this- year .that
trosiitities hacl 

"ea.ed- 
in Europe and that BilI Trickett, -Dave

S;iltft;- Fiank Rat'en, 'Iracey Rowley, Bert .spencer and Norm
K;il6;,-*iio were pris-oneri-.of Yar, \ud b".",' reqatriated !p
ii;A;?[.' fVf"-t"r:s *itt be delighted. to know,that all are well.
i#i;;" d;"it ot , ,*ry warri -welcome on their return to Mel.-

bou-*". Cables of congratulations on their liberation have been sent.

DECORATIONS.-We are again proud to record that a further
*"-U"" of your Ctrf in Flyiig-O_fticer Arthur Atkins has been

awarded the- Distinguished Fiying Cross'

RETURNED.-\\re were delighted to see at the Boat-house the
toifo*i"S 

--"-f"rt who returnEd from overseas and Australian
ilIif"-u?"u* A"rins ttt" year: M. Eailey, _C. ly_il.kinso_n, D..C.alde:'
i. 

-f"rs"il", B. drabham, q. ?'atlock, L.- {9i1e, J' Gllvin, P'
V""-a"fr."i"rr, .1. Clark, J. Crqig,_D. Fraser, -R. 

Richardson,- 9.. Slup^-

p;;A;-i. ;iiro"ru., n' Chursfleld]'Q. Brooke, H-' ClarEe, 
-J' 

Nei-II, J, E'
tGiil ). Jor".,'K-. Cooper,-D.' Morg:tn, A. !"Iy, J', Rees,!'- \{911,
ii. Si;.;"., W. iWo.ri.o", f.'LVoq,- A. Rosser, E. Chan_dler, J..Radcli{Te,
W.-w;a;i, w. Turnnutt, A. Slo1s, 

-D. 
SeaI,-D. -Long, 4' Rorke,

i.'St"ff"v,'R. Gartiey, J. Ai4;ii-e, B. Boulke,-H' Edwa-rdl C'43"'I'
d. ui]i"r,'p. x""t, J."iu", J. T. Mitchell, F. Newport, K' Pope, w' G'

Ross, C. Ward, G. Webster.
w.--e trust that K. Braithwaite, J. Bussell, A. Dobbie, G. Hastie,

G. Horder, J. Major, R. Scholefield, J. wicks, who are prisoners in
Japanese hands, are ail rn-ell.

To ail the Members in the Services we extend our best wishes for
their good health and a safe and speedy return'

It ls with deep regret we have to record the deaths on Active
Service of Gordonburfis ancl tsi1i Matheson. Our sincere sympathy is
extended to their relatives.

General
Your club has been very fortunate over a p-e-rio{ of .years .in

fruuirE a numbert M"*t 
"rt"who 

have made valuable donations' A11.*i11 
b? ;[;;;-i" i"rr" that Mr. J. T. Dunstan has promi,ssfl. to give

tfre Ctul a new iacing boat. For such a ge-nerous.a".q timely PffuTt
it is inrieed hard;"fi";";oras-to 

-udeqruf"ly 
thank-the genial and

pop"ru, clonor. In the past many Members,'have felt the club has

il;; ;" asset to 
-ifrl*,'urd 

on their part they ha-v-e been Plepared
ir"Ii""'p?rtupr-*"r" itr"" ptrqv have^received. We know that all
i4"irU"rr'will Lxpress appreciatibn and thanks for this very generous

offer.
The years seem to fali f-ightlv on Mr. Bert Jamgq,,ulq 9,Y1j^lilk*

u"" O"d to tiri. s*;le;;; fo"r the gapqb.Ie ryay il which he despatch-ed

;;;;r ];" o", Ti.-f.L"-Wi1liams Combinatioir Race. . Owing to !h"
irrg" ""*f ""- 

of novice oarsmen, who had -not previously competed

ili,- ;.; of this--nr1o*", the clespatch of .crews presented grgat
difficulties, but many years of experience with thls class or laclng
;rb[J l\dr. .lr*is "to"place crewi in the starter's hands in almost
;;;;"d tt*". wrt]i" tr,"'Vi"torian Rowing-Association has such able

"Horrr, 
rvi"*b"rs *ay rest assured that"their affairs are in capable

hands.
I\fembers wili be glad to know that Max Bailey -is again..well

"ft", 
-*"ai"rl observatlo" u"a two operations at Heidelbe-I$ lVlilitary

fr"*piirf-,-i;1fu;;d by a convalescent-period at Portsea. He has now

been discharged from the A.I.F', an
in their business.

As a resuit of his strenuous wo:
Bailev is confined to his bed. Memb'
and iuccessful senior oarsman a sp(

We are verY grateful to-Mr. F'
aqain Eiven his services as Honorar5- --To "the fotlowing Members, who
our congratutations and best wishes
i. 

-e. 
AYnslie, B. L. Grabham, 

-Br. 
V

K. A. Smith,'W. B. Shears, A. Whit:--- We also 
'tender our congratulati

P. Hemming, J. 'Ihomas, R. Bolton, '
have added-to their families.- Our Coxswains, IVlasters J' Fr
R. Fither, M. McGregor, J. Fielde
rendered verY good service.

The conn6ctlon between Scotch (

maintained, school crews rising tt
during the season.

W"e have Pleasure in extending
their coach, Mr. W. Ricketts, Your
vear's "F{ead of tlle River."" To that enthusiastic oarsman, Mr'
to Members of aII Clubs, we extend ot

i" *t i.t', he ,continues to inform the-- en old Members were earlY tl
nEeberE and Keith KennedY. We hc

*i"tt ,of be so long delaYed.
We were more than delighted o

Mr. Gibbs, an uncle of Alan Gibbs vi
*itf, i"tuiest the racing. He will b

,r,d .opport he extended to Memb
Lu[o lVt6odamere for regattas and
-- Early this Year the Albert Park X

lose bv iire their boat-house, entire {

Etua tnut theY had the oPPortunitY
fiucleus of th-eir new fleet. In con

,q.itrert Park, your Committee consul
T. Warburton, who advised that Pr
eouinment would be most appreciatr
AiUulrt Park the G. J. Horcler until
ior p"rchase was PromPtlY accePted

tou, Club extends to Albert
re-estabiishment.-- 

Corgrrtulations are extended tc
Nettlefold, on his having be^en .so
ttrL t<irrg,'in aPPreciation of his s

Melbourne during three strenuous
fine iobs he has done during those
i" .*ui"g circles in Victoria ale de

his outstanding qualities as an org

CONCLT

In conclusion the retiring Commj
for their support throughout the st

for the incoming Committee'
On behalf of 1

D

I
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been discharged from the A.I.F., and is relieving his brother Jack
in their business.

Asaresuitofhisstrenuousworkin.t]re.pastfiveyearslP:I
gaiiev i. .i"n"ua to lis Uea. Nlembers wish this popular ex-captarn

"rJ-Jo.""ssful 
senior oalsman a sleedy recovery'.

We are ""rv'gr"rt"I"i-to 
y'. F' R' Browne, a'r'C'A" rvho has

,gui"-gir& his se-ivices as Honorarv Auditor'*'T; 
ihe-?orto;;s- M";tt"., who"were rllarried during the -51eaJ,

orr-Jo,girtui;tio;;"r;d ;;;;"*i.rt"t ai'e extended: H' P' Braddock'

J. B. Ainslie, B. 
^I. C,"fit"", 8,. V' Glug-g,-9'-1"?*fy' J' Radcliffe'

ii. I. s-ittt,'w. s. Shears, e. wnitrord, C' V' Wilkinson'
We also tendJr ;;;*;"ilatulations' to E-' Applebv' E' Shears'

p. n""r"*i,g,-J. i1";;;, R: B;i6r, .1. tyit"hell, and their wives, wlg.o

have added to their families'
Our Cor.swaiis, 

-fVirrt"ri J. French, p. Williams,- J.. fordan,
n. ilrr"i, 

-i,t' 
M;er;;;{; t' }-iuld"tt, R: Dunean' T' Kendall have

lendered verY good service.
The connectioi*fliweer' Scotch Coltege and your Club has been

maintained, scnotl 
-;;;il *lng the B"oat-hous-e for some weeks

during the season.--^W-" iii""-pf"rsure i, extending to Melbourne Grammar,. and.to
their coach, Mr. W. ni"i."tts, you-r congratulations on winning this
vear's "Heaci of the River'"
"'h; til;;;;th";i;'tti"'o-urt*ut, Mr' Rav qodq, who is so well known

to ntJ*6"r.-of uiiCi"i.,-*" ""tend 
our tlianks for the efficient manner

i" irfri"f, he continues io inform the pubiic about rowing.
A[ old frtu*[Lr-r ;;;t- Larly -ihit y"u, pleased to see Harold

EEeberE and Keiiii fr""""av. W; hope their next visits to Melbourne

*itt ,ot- be so long delaYed.
we were *orl' fi;;',J"iigt,tua one RegatQ p1v this year )r1"1

Mr. Gibbs, ,, ,r*iu "f 
Afr" 6ibbs visited tfte Club-house and watched

*1tt 
"i"i"/"rl tf," ,r";4.^- H" *ill be remembered for the hospitality

,"ii'J"pp";r fu'g;;;[;A 1o Uembers who visited Rutherglen and

iuf.*-lit-jodamere for regattas and Christmas camps."-'E";ttlhi. y"ir-tt'," Afr;rt Fark {owlng Ciu-b had the misfortune to
tose trv fire theiiil;t--h;*,-entire fleet ind ail equipment' We were

;;=d"tir#irr"v^i,ra tir" "pp"rt"nity 
to-buy t'*'o practice fours as the

;;1T";-;r"'iiJ"ir- "u* n"uf. In c6nsidering .what couid be done for
Albert Park, yoo, cnrrrmittee consulted the'Albert Park captain, Mr'
T. WarLrurtor,, *io';d;il;"J tilat 

-piaciicS.l assistance in the form of

eouinment would be most ,ppr".ri["d. The subseouent offer to lend

iH'"'r;'F;il';h; G. J. Horile, untii-L*'pr*ii"u eigrrt became available

i'oi p"r"t'tuse was promptly accepterl'
your CIub ;"'t";Ar'" t6 A1bert Park its best wishes for early

re-establishment.^" c;ft;;ldrtio"= are extencled to our vice-President, -$jr fhomas
NetiGEr+-;; hi."r,r"i1s n"gn.so highly-honoured b_y His -Majesty
the King, ," un**il;i;" ;i^iris sprEnaid work as Lord Mavor of

iU"ff"^"riL durin^g thrue strenuous it3"t.,of war' and of the many

fine iobs he has^3o;;^;;rils ;h;;; <iifficul-t yealg. His manv.friends
il';J;i;*"li..TJ. i" Viciorii are delighted at, t]ri1 flne recognition of

i;i.^;;66nding q"utitiu. as an organiser and administrator'

CONCLUSION.
In conclusion the retiring committee wishes to thank the Members

for thei*opport- it;G[";t th" ="ason, 
and solicits similar support

for the incomrng Committee'
On behalf of the Committee,

D. B. PALFREYMAN,
HonorarY SeeretarY.
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AddendLrm.

Once again it is nry privilege to express to the officers of the
Club, headed by your Captain, Mr. J. Blair-Holt, the sincere appre-
ciation of all members for the flne work which they have done during
the past season. As a result, the Club is in a particularly healthy
condition, and the prospects for the coming year are definitely most
promising.

The successful termination of the war in Europe, and the satis-
fyrng progress which is daily becoming more pronounced in the war
against Japan, should make it possibie during the L945-46 season
to again resume competitive rowing on a pre-war scale, a matter
which is at present under consideration by the Rowing Association.

When this comes about, our Club should be in a position to be
worthily represented because of the excellent type of young: members
available for Regatta ,erews, and of the enthusiasm of officers and
rank and file alike, which has been so pronounced during the past
season. This has largely been brought about by the manner in which
new members have quiekly been made to feel at home, and to take
an intimate interest in all CIub activities. In this connection special
reference should be made to Mr. J. G. Sprigg, whose enthusiasm
continues unabated after many years of splendid service to the Club.

Special reference should be inade of the fact that Mr. Alex
Clarke has completed his 30th year as Hon. Treasurer of the CIub-
a remarkable re,cord. His interest is as keen as ever, and the
services he has rendered have been invaluable.

In our last report, appreciation was expressed of the generosity
of Mr. J. Harvie Picken, in having supplied the Annual Report and
Balance Sheet without cost to the CIub. Once again we are indebted
to him for this fine gesture, which has been of great help to the
Treasurer. Mr. Picken can be assured that he has our sincere
thanks for the continued interest he shows in the Club's welfare.

To all Members serving with the Navy, Army and Air Force we
send greetings and sincere wishes for their safety and well-being.
Recently we have had the satisfaction of knowing that those who
were prisoners of war in Europe have reached England safely, and
are in good health. Most of them are on the way back to Australia,
and on JuIy 7th we had the pleasure of welcoming the first of them,
Lieut. Norman Keruigan. It is hoped that our Annual Meeting wiil
see a number of them rn'ith us, which would make it a memorable
occasion. Bill Trickett remained in England so that he could row
with one of the Australian crews at Henley-on-Thames Regatta.

Unfortunately it is not possible to write so happily regarding
those of our members who have been prisoners of war in Japanese
hands since soon after Japan entered the war. News of them i5
scanty, and what has been received gives cause for anxiety regarding
their welfare. We can only hope that with the progress which iq
being made in this war zone, the time will soon aruive when they too
will be released' 

A. L. DOBBIE, president.

Obituary.
It is with regret that the deaths of the following former members

are recorded: Sir Arthur Robinson, Mr. George Ferguson, Mr. J. R.
Morrison.

SIR ARTIIUR ROBINSON'S *e^b"rship of the Club was brought
about by his connection rn'ith Scotch College, which brought him into

MERCANTILE RO

intimate association with Mercantile.
a rowing Member, he took a keen intr
in the regret of Melbourne citizens z

such a prominent part in the business
a period of many years.

n'IR. GEORGE FERGUSON was g

prominent in tlie Club's Regatta and c
trris racing career by "stroking" the u'ir
in 1905, and followed this up by a "dr
and llaliarat regattas. IIe gained Int
"bow" in the successful Victorian crr
the same seat in the 1908 and 1909
position. His active association rvi
transfer to Sydney, but he al'ways re
His death was the result of an acci<
motor car, and sustained injuries u-l
long illness.

MR. J. R. MORRISON can'le to th,
College in 1909. IIe started his racing
his Maiden Four at Selrmour regatta
following this ,*'ith the Maiden Eight
tunately his services \,'ere lost to thr
to take up his residence in the Wes
his interest in Mercantile, and \r,as
torvards the fund for rebuilding the J

by fire.

During the season, Mr. Roy Tl
sustained bereavements in the death
respectively.

Our sincere syrmpathy is extended

List of Memhers, 19,

LIFE MEIIII
Ivens, P. C.
Kenn1,, trI.
Potter, W.

Clarke, C. A. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

Aspinall, J. O.
Batson, A. V.
Bailey, J. H.
Batty, R. A.
Bilney, K. A.
Birch, W.
Bissett, I.
Blair-Holt,
Boiton, R.
Broughton,
Brorn'ne, F.
Burton, A.
Butler, B,
Rutler, L.
Cannon, R. H.
Capp, R. M.

SENIOR MEN

cliff, R. A.
Cooper, f)r. .

Corteen, L.
Cumming, R
Dixon, C. E.
Donaldson, J
Dowd, M. C.
I)uncan, A. J

Duncan, R. G
I)unstan, J. '
Edney, G. J.
Fraser, D. H
French, L. P
Frost, C.
Gordon, A.
Green, M. E,

w
C.
J.
J.
S.
o.
R.
J.

S

)
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intimate association with Mercantile. Although Sir Arthur rvas not

" ,o*i"g Member, he took a keen interest in our welfare. We share
i"-ifr" r-egret of iWelbourne citizens at the loss of a man who took
sgch a priminent part in the business and civic life of the City over
a period of many years.

ltIR. GEORGE FERGUSON was a most valued member and $:as
p.orii"""i in the Ciub's Regatta and champl-ols.hip crews. He started
his racing career by "stroking" the rv!nni1S--I[?i{g" Four at Footscray
in 1g0b, ind followed this up bv a "double" Maiden Eight at Barwon

""a 
n"iUrat regattas. He gained Interstate honours when he rowed

iibow,, in the silccessful Vidtorian crew of 1907. He also rowed in
tfre same t"rt i, the 1908 ancl 1909 cre'ws, which finished in second
nosition. His active association rvith Mercantile ended with his
i;;;i;. to Sydney, trut he ahvays retained his interest in the Club.
ifis a*tn *as tti,'result of an-accident, when he was sttuck-by a
,roto" car, and sustained injuries rvhich terminated fatally after a
long illness.

MR. J. R. M0RRISON carme to the club as a recruit from Scotch
College in fgOg. He started his racing careel auspiciously by-winning
f.,is 

-Wi"iaen 
Four at Se-vmour resattf a few rveeks later and qgiqkly

ioitr*irs this with the- Maiden Eight at-Melbourne re-gatta -unfor-
t"natuif tris services \^,'ere lost to-the Club when he left Melbourne
io irt .i up his residence in the Western District. He too retained
irir i"t"r"it i" Mercantile, and \ras one of the first to contribute
6;;rd; the fund for rebuilding the Boat-house after its destruction
by flre.

During the season, Mr., Roy Thursfield and Mr. Jack South
sustainedl bereavements in the deaths of their father and brother
respectively.

Our sincere sympathy is extenrled to their relatives.

List of lVlernhers, 1944'1945 Season.

LIFE MEMBERS.
Ilrens, P. C.
Kenny, E.
Potter, W.

Stooke, V.

SF]NiOR MEIIIBERS
cliff, R. A.
Cooper, Dr. R. A.
Corteen, L.

Duncan, A. R.
Duncan, R. G.
Dunstan, J. T.
Edney, G. J.
Fraser, D. H.
French, L. P.
Frost, C.
Gordon, A.
Green, M. B.

Clarke, C. A. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

Aspinall, J. O.
Batson, A. V.
Bailey, J. H.
Batty, R. A.
Bilney, K. A.
Birch, W. C.
Bissett, I. J. W.
Blair-Holt, J.
Bolton, R. S.
Broughton, O. S.
Brorn'ne, F. R.
Burton, A. J.
Butler, B.
Butler, L.
Cannon, R. H.
Capp, R. M.

Greenshields, J. A.
Gregg, R. V.
Hansen, M.
Hill, J.
Hoskins, R.
Huntly, C. S.
Jones, J. McD.
Kerr, R. J.
Lalor, C. C.
Lindblade, A. G.
Macfarlane, J. M.
Macpherson, A.
Mahoney, H.
Marsh, T. W.
Mead, V.
Miller, A. P.

Cumming, R.
Dixon, C. E.
Donaldson, J. C
I)owd, M. C.

)

i
a
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Ashton, E.
Balstrup, G. W.
Bland, G. J.
Chitty, J. W.
Dakin, A. E.
Duncan, II. D.
Humphreys, W.

Burn:eister, C.
Gibbs, A. A.
Hill, L.

Trehearne, A. G

L'ox, G. F.
Ilvans, E. A.
Grant, W"

Scott, R. N.
Spencer, F. D.
Stewart, G. J.
Tippett, H.
White, E. C.
Willder, I. D.
Woods, K.

Sturuock, J. McL
Wade, P. M.

Reidy, J. J

Tibbits, I. D.
Varcoe, E. K.

*Mirams, J.
Moll, L. L.
Mollard, K.

*Morell, R. 1

Morgan, D.
Morrison, \
McDonald,

fMcDonald,
McFarlane,
Mclean, D,
Mclennan,*McVilly, I.
Neiil, J.

'FNeill, J. S.
f Nethercote,
Newport, I
Nicholls, C,
O'Halloran,

forbuck, L.
Parrett, R.
Peppard, J
Ponsford, I
Pope, K.
Radcliffe, J
Raven, C. I
Rashleigh,
Reid, J. M.
Rees, J.
Richardson,
Richardson,
Rigby, W.
Robertson,

Milner, R. W.
Mollard, K. F.
Mounsey, J. L.
McCombe, C.
McDonald, F. G.
McKay, T.
McKeown, J.
Neill, J. S.
Nixon, N. V.
Oberhansli, W.
Oldfield, F.
Palfreyman, D. B.
Page, G.
Picken, J. H.
Pitt, w. G.
Pollard, R. G.

Powell, D. B.
Rogers, L. W.
Rush, R. T.
Sharp, O. S.
Shears, E.
Shears, J. D.
Shears, T. W.
Shoppee, C. L
Siti'"i,.,'n- C. 

'S.

Smith, C. H.
Smith, G. M.
Smith, K. A.
Somerville, J. M.
Sou,'ard, R. S.
Sprigg, J. G"
Starr, E. N.

JUNIOR NTEMBERS.
Martin, A. J.
Mor,com, tr. G.
Murrell, C. G.
Neili, J.
Petallock, L. G.
Payton, T.
Ponsford, H. M.

HONORARY MEMBERS.
O'Reiily, J.
Rush, H. R.
South, J.

COLTNTRY I\{EMBtrRS.

Stooke, G.
Sullivan, B.
Tatnall, G. F.
Trickett, G. E.
Unsworth, I. T.
Varcoe, E. K. L.
Wade, G. C.
Wallace, W.
Whitford, A. R.
Williams, J. G.
Williams, M. S.
Wilson, K. J.
Woodbridge, R. H.
Woods, L. D.
Wright, P. A.

Gartley, R. M.
Gibson, R. J.

xGrabham, B. L.
Gray, W. L.
Gregory, C. J.
Harry, C. M.
Harrison, G. J.

*" $Hastie, G. T.
*Haworth, W. C
Hemming, P.

fHenty, W. M.
Hill, J. T.*Hill, L.
Hiller, G. L.
Hogan, D. F.
Holmes, B. M.

$Horder, G. J.
Huntley, C. S.
Irving, R. B.
Johnson, B.
Johnson, R.
Jones, E. J.
Jones, J. McD.
Kerr, P.
Kerrigan, N.
Kirsch, L. C.
Lee, J.
Levy, A.

flind, G. A.
Long, D.
Lyons, F. V,/.
Mackey, N. K.
Macphersor, A.
Macrae, D. M.

xMacrae, F. A.
fMacrae, S. C.

,--fi\{ajor, J. F.
Marsh, E. Vrr.
Mander, I(.

tMatheson. \\r.
Meakin, A. R.
Mitchell, J. B.
Mitchell, J. T.

Rorke, A.

ASSOCIATE MENTBERS.
Morgan, N.
Peters, 1'
Stervart, S. (1.

Rose, A.
Ross, W. G
Rosser, A.
Rowe, P.
Rowley, T.

*Roxburgh,
*Sanderson,

'.- }Scholefield,
Seal, f)"
Seammen, ,

* Discharged. f Ki*Ainslie, J. B.
Atkins, A. H.
Apr:leby, J. P.

*Bailey, 1\I.
Balfe, N.

tBarkly, E. H.
tBarnfather, E. R.
tBeltowers, W.

Bethune, H. F.
Bernsten, M. O.
Bickerstaff, B. C.
Bickerstaff, H. A.

fBlack, P. A.
Bligh, A. R.
Bourke, B. F.
Bourne, V.
Braddock, H. P.

On Active Service.
--SBraithwaite, K. A.
. tBrewin, R.

Brooke, D. C.
Bucirde, R. J.

{Bussell, G. J.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, D. A"
Campbell, T. J.
Chandler, B. C.
Chitty, J. W.

*Clark, J. H" P.
Clarke, A. H. G.
Clemens, J. B.

Craig, J. B.
Cripps, A.
Davey, G. H.

fDavies, G. A.
Dickens, A.
Dietrich, H. O.

fDobbie, A. W.
Dunean, C. B.
Edwards, H.
Epstein, G. J.

+Ferguson, J. M.
Ferguson, R.
Fletcher, J. M.
Fogarty, B. J.
Fox-lane, D.
Fraser, D. H.
Galvin, V. C.

Coade, N.
Cooper, K. N
Cole, G. H.

tCook, D. D.
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Gartley, R. M.
Gibson, R. J.

*Grabham, B. L..
Gray, W. L.
Gregory, C. J.
Harry, C. M.
Harrison, G. J.

*- f Hastie, G. T.
*Haworth, W. C.
Xfemming, P.

J'Henty, W. M.
Hill, J. T.

*HilI, L.
Hiller, G. L.
Hogan, D. tr,.
Holmes, B. M.

f,Horder, G. J.
Huntley, C. S.
Irving, R. B.
Johnson, B.
.Iohnson, R.
Jones, E. J.
Jones, J. McD.
Kerr, P.
Kenigan, N.
Kirsch, L. C.
Lee, J.
Levy, A.

flind, G. A.
Long, D.
LYons, F. V'r.
Mackey, N. K.
Macpherson, A.
Macrae, D. M.

xMacrae, F. A.
fMacrae, S. C.

-*.-fMajor, J. F.
Marsh, E. \1-.
Mander, K'

tMatheson. \\'.
Meakin, A. n.
Mitchell, J. B.
Mitchell, J. T.

*Mirams, J.
Moll, L. L. B.
I\{oilard, K.

'FMorelI, Ii. T.
Morgan, D.
Morrison, \4I.
McDonald, R. P.

tMcDonald, R. W.
McFarlane, J. J.
Mclean, D. B.
Mclennan, W. K.

'FMcViily, I. W.
Neill, J.

':,Neill, J. S.
tNethercote, C. R.
Newport, F.
Nicholls, C. J.
O'Hailoran, J.

torbuck, L. D.
Parrett, R. A.
Feppard, J.
Ponsford, H. M.
Pope, K.
Radcliffe, J.
Raven, C. F.
Rashleigh, A. F.
Reid, J. NI.
Rees, J.
Itichardson, R.
Richardson, S. G
trligby, W.
Rotrertson, J. N.
Rorke, A. T.
Rose, A.
Ross, W. G.
Rosser, A. G.
Rowe, P.
Rowley, T'

*Roxburgh, T. \V.
'ksanderson, S. 0^

-- fScholefie)d, R. B'

Sharpe, O.
Shears, H.
Shears, W

S.
P.
.8.
G. K.
G. M.

Sheppard,
Sheppard,
Shoppee, C. L.
Sissons, D. C. S.
Sloss, A.

tsmith, W. H. R.
Spencer, H. T.
Spooner, J.
Stewart, G. J.
Stirling, D.
Stooke, T. B.

'FStooke, G.
Story, G.
Stubley, J. L.
Syme, R. J.
Thomas, J.
Thursfield, R. W.
Trickett, W. A.
Tulloch, W. J.
Turnbull, W. R.
Vanderkelen, P.
Volk, H.
Wadey, W.
Ward, C. H. M.
Ward, J. M.
Watsford, H.
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.
Weekes. W. H.
Weire, L. B.
Wharton, P. V.
White, D. C.

fWhite, F. N.
fWicks, J.
Wilkinson, C. \r.
Williams, D.
Williams, L. E. R.
Wilson, R,

* Discharged.

Seal, f).
Seammen, J. W.

f Killed. $ Prisoner.
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APPEi\DIX
The essentials in a successfui st1,ls ate that it must produce

pace and be a pleasure to the oarsman. It is with this in mind that
I recomrnend the following style, lvhich is a natural, rationai action
*ncl not to he confused r,l,ith w'hat is termerl "Fairbairnism."

TIIE GRIP OF TI-IE OAIT.

The hands should be a han,l's space apart, with the inside hanC
gripping flrmly and the outside hand only a light grip, the inside
hand being the controiling hand throughout the stroke.

The method of propuision is by shoving the boat along ancl not
tr'-ving to tift it. The method of shoving is by a drive with the
legs and a simultaneous backwa::d dlaw with the body and arms.

Realising' that the rowing stroke is identical with the action of
picking up a piece of paper from the floor, it necessarily follows that
the legs must begin the moveinent and it is commonsense that the
body and arms follo'lv on.

KEEP ON YOUR FEET.

The feet should be flrmly placed against the foot plates with
the knees in a natural position-that is, a few inches apart, It is
immaterial whether ar1 oarsman rows with his knees together or a
little apart, but it is essential that he is on his feet.

The fear that the oarsman will "shoot the slide" ancl not gain
the full beneflt of the leg drive can be obviated by ensuring that he is
rvorking close to the water with the bIade. Horvever, his slide is
bounrl to be on the move prior to the blade gripping the water. This
is merely the slack taking up, and, if anything, adds to the power
applied.

FREE AND EASY.

The recovery should be a "free and easy" float away of the
hands from the body, giving the impression of "turning the handle
of a mangle."

The recovery is all important, as it is the beginning of thq
"follow through," which allows the boat to have its maximum run
between the strokes.

After the blade has been recovered. from the water, the oarsman's
i'novement should be one of ease and perfect relaxation, allowing the
run of the boat to work him into that strong position forward where
he should poise prior to driving the blade to the r,vater, the poise
enabling the oarsman to tirne the trlade to the rvater. It is wrong
for the oarsrrran to pull on his toe stra-os, as this eliminates the
natural poise or balance, and also is back peclalling against the
forvi,'ard pace of the boat.

LOOSE AND LAZY.

The oarsman's attitude should be such that he refuses to allor,r,
anything to put him out of his stride; this elirninates any chance of
developing a hurriecl movement. Be 'oloose and lazyr" or "free and
easy"; "keep on your feet."

trn conclusion, I would like to add that T do not suggest that this
rr-rethod of propulsion will produce exceptional pa.ee. That depends
upon the crew themselves, but I do say that it.is a commonsense
manner of gaining the maximu11l pace from the minimum of effort.

CHARLES SALEH.

Rule of the Riv,
It is advised that, briefly, the Regulation

Traffic Act of 1909 relating to the Rule of r

MERCANTILE ROWING

1.(a) Every boat shaii be kept to the
and in meeting shall pass with thr
the left side of the other.
The effect of this is that boats 

1

keep to the South Bank and boatr
shall keep to the North Bank.

(b) Boats proceeding down the River :

South Bank near Princes Bridge
centre arch of Prince's Bridge be:
and shali then return to the stal
through the south arch of such

(c) Coaches of racing crews desirous o
purpose of giving instruction shal
to the bank as possible before s1

cause any interference to any boat

2. Over the past few years observan,ce
has become very lax, and with a view to o
mittee of the Victorian Rowing Associa
Wednesday, 6th June, 1945, adopted the fol

"Every member of the Association r

to and comply with the laws or I

controlling the waters upon whic
sculling and it shall be the obligati
crew and of every sculler to see f
to the correct side of the river or
rowing and that secondly he or
directions of officials appointed o:
ciation to control the movement of
Any stroke or sculler who deliber:
this by-law shall in addition to anl
if found guilty by the Committe
any sub-committee appointed by
against him, be suspended from
belonging to this Association for a

3. This By-Law is now in operation.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia by J
Franklin St., Melbourne.
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Rule of the River.
It is advised that, briefly, the Regulations under the Upper Yarta

Traffic Act of 1909 relating to the Rule of the River presciibe-
1.(a)

(b)

(c)

Evgr.y boat shall be kept to the right side of the River,
and in meeting shall pass with the left side of one next to
the left side of the other.
The effect of this is that boats going up the River shall
k_eep to the South Bank and boats coming down the River
shail keep to the North Bank.
Boats proceeding down the River to the boat-houses on the
South Bank near Princes Bridge shall pass through the
centre arch of Prince's Bridge before ,crossing the stream,
and shall then return to the staging at such boat-houses
through the south arch of such Bridge.
Coaches of racing crews desirous of stopping'a crew for the
purpose of giving instruction shall bring the boat as close
to the bank as possible before stopping it, and shall no.t
cause any interference to any boat or boats following.

2. Over the past few years observance of the Rule of the River
has become very lax, and with a view to overcoming this the Com-
mittee of the Victorian Rowing Association at its meeting on
Wednesday, 6th June, 1945, adopted the following By-Law:

"Every member of the Association shall at all times conform
to and comply with the larn,s or by-laws of the Authority
controlling the waters upon which he may he rowing or
sculling and it shall be the obligation of the stroke of every
crew and of every sculler to see firstiy that his boat keeps
to the correct side of the river or water upon which he is
rowing and that secondly he or his coxswain obeys the
directions of officials appointed or approved by the Asso-
ciation to control the movement of boats Llpon any occasion.
Any stroke or sculler who deiiberately or carelessly breaks
this by-law shali in addition to any penalty under RuIe XX,
if found guilty by the Committee of the Association, or
any sub-committee appointed by it to hear the charge
against himl be suspended from rowing with any ciub
belonging to this Association for a period of three months."

3. This By-Law is now in operation.

Wholly set up and printed in Australia by J. T. Picken & Sons,
Franklin St., Melbourne.
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