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MERCANTILE ROWING CLUts

^P

Princes Bridge,

Melbourne.

9th JuiY, 1946.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the sixtv-Sixth

ANNUAL GENERAL MtrETING Of thc MERCANTILE

ROWING CLUB WiII bC hCId At thc CLUB HOUSE ON

SATURI) AY, 27th JULY, 1946, at 7 '45 p'm' (The Annual

smoke Night will be held at the conclusion of the meeting)'

I.

II.
III.
IV.

V.

BUSINESS:

To receive ancl aclopt the Annual tr?-eport and Balance Sheet'

To confirm the Minutes of the Prerrious General Meeting'

To elect Office-bearers for the ensuing year'

Presentation of TroPhies'

General.

Nonrinationsforoffice-bearersfortheensuingyearwillcloseat
the club House at 4 p.m. on Saturday,Zotlt July, 1946'

tsy order of the Committee,

N. W. CAIRNtrS,

Hon. SecretarY'
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MERCANTILE ROUTING CIUB

PRESIDENT:
A. L. DOBBIE, Esq.

VICE_PRliSlI}EN7S:
T. F. BRENNAN, Esq' J' L' MOUNSEI' trtq'
Dr.. R. A:-Coopirn. 

" c' N' McKAY' 
-Esq'

R. v. GREGG, trsq. si', r:' s' NETTLEFOLD', K'B'',
^n. KbNr.iv, nlq. o.B.E.
I. d. irtrjnr,,q-bn, Esq. J' H' PICKE-N' Esq'

;.' M. wradelnl"ANE,rlt1: spR?Gd''u[MIrH' 
trsct'

Mr
VICE-CAPTAIII:

i!Ir. J. I{. CLARK
(Resignecl 11 Fel:"" '46)'
MT. A. H. CLARKtr
(ApPointed 11 Feb', '46) '

TION " A^SS?. SECRtrTARY :

I\h.. E. SHEARS.

Mercqntile H

To the Members of the Mercantile

Gentlemen, - Your Committee
for your consideration the Sixty-si
Sheet.

The most notable event of the Y
ful conclusion of the u'ar, bringing h
to the CIub of members from all t

esteemed members will not return.
Your Club was stronglY reprer

the season, and flnished'seconcl in
by four points after a determined e

regatta of tne season, held at Bain
The revival of countrY regatta

the year's activities. The large atl
porters from your CIub aJ Nagat
imple evidence- of the popularity of

The resumption of the Austr
N.S.W., was marked bY Victoria wir
time since 1932.

The Seven-Mile Tirne Trial for
become a popular feature of our wi

A successful dinner to returninl
House, and a series of monthlY dan
social sicle of your Club's activities

During the past few months t
the Club House during the week-e
necessitating many of the boats bei
interest being shown by all member
of the CIub in the forthcoming sez

Finan

Subscriptions received during
improvement, and thanks are due
their obligations promptly.

The cost of repairs (5190) is
that over a period of eleven year
5140 annually. During the last I
S35, indicating a definite iag. Th
now in much better shape.

THE SIXTY.SIXTH
OF T]

CAPTAIN:
J. BLAIR-FIOL'T

HON. SDCRETARY:
h{r'. D. B. PALFRtrYMAN
(Resigned 12 Nov., '45)'
Mr. A. GORDON
(Auuointed 72 Nov., '4.,).
inbiie""a 1 5 AP't'., 'i 6) .

Mr. N. \\I. CAIRNES
(Appointed 15 APr., '46)'

{

HOII. TRTASL|RER:
I{r'. C. A. R. Cl,ARKtr.

coMIl[17l',tril
Mr. J. M. FtrRGUSON

( Aplrointcd 13 Ma:r' 'JG) '
Mr. A. GOBDON.
Mr. J. ROtstrRTSON

(Appointed 13 l\{aY, 
"16).

1\{r'. C. SALtrH
(Resig,ned 15 APr", '46) '

l\tr. J. SHITARS.
IVIr'. G. STOOKE.
Ml. G. TATNALL'
Nh'. 11. K. VARCOE.

HON. ALIDITO}I:
B[t'. F. R. RROWNE, A.I'C'A'

HO.N. SCLICITOR:
Ml. M. S. WILLIAMS, LL'M'

VICTORIAN ROWIIIG ASSACIATION:

Executiue Metnbers:Reprasentatiae llllembers: Electecl Mevnber:

Mr. A. L. DOBBIE. Mr' J' BL IIR-HOLT' Mr" M' S' WILLIAMS'
i;i;: E. r<pNNv. Mi'. J. H. cI'ARK'

DELEGATI,S TO UPP\'\? YAR,RA AMATtrUR RI|]GATTA ASSN.:

Messls' tr. SIIEARS, tr' K' L' VARCOE'

n

+
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THESIXTY-SIXTHANNUAtREPoR.T
OF THE

Ulercqntile Rowing CIub

To the Members of the Mercantile Rowing Ciub:

Gentlemen,-YourCommitteehasmuchple_asureinsubmitting
for your consiclerali"" th" Sixty-si'xfil Arrrrrui lteport antl Balance

tt"u&lu 
most notable event of the -yuul.Y,1d"l '"-.,-]"lY 

was the success-

llul conclusir n of til";;;;;;inging. irostilities to an -end. 
and the return

to the ctub of ;;;il; ?;;; ,u't"#"s"rri.".. Twentv valued and

esteemed members will not return. 
'Th";';;,l" tt " srpr-"m" sacrifice'

Your Club was strongly represented at all 1e'gattas tiuoughout

the season, ant[ fr"i*ir"a re"con,l' i" ]ir" 
"prrnle'=4i"o' being rlefeated

hv four points after a tletermiq"a.'Lff;ti io-t'ftu tlre tead at the final

;'3s;#; ;i ih; i"u.o', helcl at Bairnsdale' - - r^-^i-^ raqrrryo or
The revival of country regatta racing \vas a pleasing feature oi

the year,s ,ictiviiiles.--tf.r"" larE_e ,it""a"ri.e of coimnetitors anrl sup-

norters from Vori"'Cfrfr-,i fr'"g"*i,i", 
-Ce"ior'tg 

a',a Bairnsdale is

;ff;iJ'""'id;;;"';i' the liopularitv--of these regattas'

The resumption of the Australian Chalgpionshins at Penrith'

N.S.w., was markecl bv Victorja;ififi; t:r'"'ri"g't Cup for the first

time since 1932. ,:-r ^^-..^.r ',noTheSeven.MileTirneTriaifor.eight-oar.edtloats]rasonceagarn
b""o-"-o-popular feature of our wintel rowrng'

AsuccessfuldinnertoreturTingservicei}lenwashelclint]reCIub
House, and a ."riJ.',oi-*J,ir.riv 4u"7";";;^il; Falius indicate that the

social sicle of y";;"ito;;t "Liii'itl;;;;u;t 
ptputar as ever before'

Duringthepastfewmonthsthenumberofmembersattencling
the club House "f,iri"g'ilr""*"g "^ts 

has shown a large increase,

necessitatirg *rr;-'i'?f'"^u"'tt Gi"g. "="a 
t*i"u'-,with this renewed

interest being .h;i#1;"rriiri"*u"ri, ii u"g"rs well for the prospects

of the Club in the forthcomlng season'

Financial.

Subscriptions received duning the - year show a satisfactory

imorovement, ."a il'r""tos.^ a." auE to thL members who have met

their obligations PromPtlY'- ^.
The cost "f ip;il'-(sr.go) is high,. but it,must b" i'::::b1r:u

that over a period of eieven y;;r:. ]riiot to the wa1. repairs cost

S140 annually. 
'^b"ri"g-- tfre iast foui war years the amount was

s35. indicating a definite iag. The position as regar:ds I.eilairs is

now in much better shaPe'
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Executive antd Corurmittee.

unfortunately for: the clr-ib, pi'essu1.e of bu-'iness \ /as responsible
fo, the- 

"esignati"on 
of 1\{r. D.' Palfre-vinan- froln the office of Hon'-S;;r;;rt. -lfi;. i- Gortlon, *.ho then fiitea the .''acancll, shortly after-

warfls was sent to Japan on a Scientific Mis-qiot], once again leaving
the office vacant.

Mr, j- if. Clark resignerl as Vice-captain, tL,-re to his transfer to
D;;";-u"a tt',u cluties"of the office harie since been capahly fuifilled
by Mr. A. H. Clarke.-Despite 

the unsettlina; ciranges, the Ciu! {unctiotretl efficienti"'
u"a.*Jothly thror:ghout the yea;, tLanl<s to the unitetl effoits c{ the
Executive and the Committee.- iwelve Commiitee lfieetir-rgs \\-ere helcl cluring the -vear' aud

:rttendances Y,/ere as follo-uvs:-

J. Blair-Ho1t 12 A. Gortion
N. W. Cairnes 4 L. I(ennv
J. H. Clark 6 A. G. I-indbiade
A. H. Clarke 4 D' Palfreyman
C. A. R. Clarke 12 "I. Itol:ertson
A. L. Dobbie 5 C" Saleh . .

J. M. Ferguson 1 i'1. Sireals

MermbershiP"

The member.ship has shorvn a fu::tllel laI.ge incleas-e,. a,nd - a

gr"utl.- g;;;ih Jur.ing the e-nsui-ng yeal is expecte:t to bring the
membership rn'e1I in excess of 200.

During the war the ciub lemittecl the subscriptiols -?f all
*"*nu*.-fi,ho enlistecl for service abload in His l\{ajesty's Forces'

i("*-tf.lt hostiiitlls have ceased a.ql the rnajolit-y have retur-ned

io" fir"i, .i"il occupations, it is desiled to remind those members

"""""r,r*a-that 
theii' subscriptions nou, becomc payable.-" -The 

membership iist now stands as follorvs:--
Life Mettrbels
Senior Membet's
Junior Mentbers
Honorary Memlrels
Country Membels
Associate Members

1.94

Donatlons"

The Club clesires to recovcl its appreciation of tlonations received

from the foilowing gentlemen:-
Messrs. J. T. Dunstan, J. Blair-Holt, J. G' Sprigs, { q .Picker,

G. W:-S*itn, n. V. Gregg, T. Brenn?lr J.FI. 9larke, S' Guinn,.ry'
drrv,' D;:- R. a. coopei,-'n. L. Dobbie, E. Kenny, and the late
G. T. Hastie,

MERCANTILI' IT(

Boats an{
A complete list of the Ciub's pre

RACING B0ATS.
Best and Best.

Gregg
Morell

Clinker'.
J. H. Bailey
J. G. Sprigg .

E. Kenny
L. B. Weire
C. A. Clarke
W. Potter
W. Joseph
R. A. Cooper

Tvro sets of oars were purcha
tunately, ner,v boats are stiil unokrt:r
macle of oul present fleet. In ortler
all membels are ulged to exelcise th
and oars. The stroke ofl each cre,
responsible for the care of the boat:

Mr. L. Spratling, the boat repai
been of great assistance ir-r re-cor
noteworthy example being the i:r'acti
he has placticaily re-built. The rac
ver"tecl to swivels clur'ing the season
Mephan Ferguson, who marie a ma
arms of the riggers.

Coach
There was a noted ir-n1;r'ovemetr

rnade their services available durinl
season more crews than for marly
training, anrl rnembels u,hose lacinl
impart the knor,r,ledge they gainetl rl

We extencl oul tiranlis to l'{essr
T. Darcy, M. S. William-q, Fi. Varcor
G. Il. Trickett, W.-Cdr. Conneil-v, (
S. G. Richaldson and J. Blair'-Holt
coaching, thus assisting the Ciub in i

Rolr.i

Australian Ch
llth NIay

The Australian Eight Oaled Cl
was resumed after six years, the r'
River at Penrith, N.S.W.

It is pleasing to recorci that Vi
since 7932, in winning florn N.S
Australia, and Tasmania. Queens

SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

Illustrating the high costs fo1 futule material, a le-cent quote

in Syaney-for."r, eighl-oarecl boat rvas 5195, u'hich would mean a
i;"d;d c"ost in Meliourne of about s270. The molal is that

-"*6"r. should e*eiclse the glcatest care in handling boats and

oars now in use.

I
8
4

8
8
8
4
4
4
4
2

Dobbie

R.V
S. J.
A.L

,t

,t

{,RACTICE
S. C. I\{acrz
C. F. Raven
J. L. Mouns
C. J. Nichol
G. J. Holde
V. F" Mason
A. P. Miller
FI. G. Taylo

t)

I
1
4
2
1
L

t)

J. Shears
.I. G. Sprigg
G" Stooke
Il. K. Varcoe
G" Tatnall . .

11
11
10

8
8

7
1i,
_L/+O

2t
9
o

11



MERCANTILI' ROWING CLUB 5

Boats and Oars.
A con'rplete list off the Club's present fleet is set out hereunder:-

I

RACING BOATS.
Best and Best.

R. V. Gregg E

S" J. Morell 8
A. L. Dobbie 4

Clinker.
J. H. Bailey . . 8
J. G. Sprigg . 8
E. Kenny B

L. B. Weire . . 4
C. A. Clarke 4
W. Potter 4
W. Joseph 4
R. A. Cooper 2

I'RACTICE BOATS.
S. C. Macrae 8
C. F. Raven . . 8
J. L. Mounsey 8
C. J. Nicholls 8
G. J. Horder' 8
V. F. Mason .. 4
A. P. Miller . . 4
H. G. Tayior 4

TUB BOATS.
S.Guinn .. 4
II. Rush 4
J. H. Picken 2
A. G. Lindblade 2
J. Watson 2

Two sets of oars \ver.e purchased cluring the sedsor. Unfor-
tunately, nerv boats are stijl uno]:tain:rble, anri the best use must be
made cf our present fleet. In orrlel that the fleet may be conserved,
all membel's are ulged to exelcise the greatest care in handling boats
and oals. The stroke of each cre\.v -qhouicl urtclerstand that he is
responsible for the care of the boat and oars being used.

Mr. L. Spratling, the boat repairer employeci by the V.R.A., has
been of great assistance in re-commissioning the fleet, the most
noteworthy example being the practice eight, "J. L. Mounsey," which
he has placticaily re-h,uiit. The lacing eight, "E. Kenny," was con-
velteil to swivels duiing tire season, and our thairks are due to Mr.
Mephan Ferguson, who made a man available to make and fit the
arms of the riggers.

Coaching.
There was a, noted improvement in the nurnber ofl coaches who

made their services available during the season, but in the coming
season more crews than for many .'years past are expected to be
training, anrl membel's rvhose rzrcing is past are asked to come and
impart the knolvleclge they gainetl cluring their racing careers.

We extend our thanks to Nlessrs. J. South, C. Saleh, J. Sprigg,
T. Darcy, M. S. Williams, E. Varcoe, J. P. Appleby, J. H. P. Clark,
G. tr. Trickett, W.-Cdr. Connelly, G. Smith, K. Smith, D. Stirling,
S. G. Richaldson and J. Blair'-Hoit, who clevoted so much time to
coaching, thus assisting the Club in its efforts to gain the premiership.

Rolvirug.

Australian Clnamrpiomships"
1lth May, 1946.

The Austraiian Eight Oaled Cirarnpionship foi' the King's Cup
was resumed after six yeals, the lace being lorved on the Nepean
River at Penrith, N.S.W.

It is pleasing to recorci that Victoria legisteled its first success
since 1932, in winning florn N.S.W., Westeln Australia, South
Australia, and Tasmania. Queenslancl was not lepresented.
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Victoria was represented by J. Webster (South Melb.), bow;
K. D. Grant (Melbourne),2; R.J.Boyton (Melbourne), 3; A, I1.
Clarke (Mercantile),4; L. A. J. Wilkinson (Footscray)-, q; J-.J-
Mulcahy' (Melbourne), 6; J. Foote (Melbourne), 7; -ry. J. I,ambert
(Richmbnd), stroke; P. Wilding (cox); W. R. B. Todd, coach.

The Sculling Championship for the President's Cup, hel{--qn
the same day, was won on a row over by M. T. Wood (N.S.W.)-,
the only othei entr.ant, R. V. Rawlins (Victoria), being indisposed.

We extend our congratulations to the crew on their success, t_o

Mr. A. H. Clarke, our own representative in the crew, and Mr.- J.
South, who was a selector, and also to Mr. W. R. B. Todd on his
flne wor.k in bringing Victorian Rowing to the forefront of the
sport in Austlalia.

SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

Regattas.

. Metropolitan SPring Regatta.
15th September, 1945.

Noui,ce FouT :-W. Humphrey (bow), H. Tippett (2), J
guson (3), N. Spalding (stroke), J. Buchanan (cox) won this

Liglr,tweigltt Maiden E igltts.-R
N. Morrison (3), T. Payton (4), l
W. Shears (7), J. 'Shears (sti.oke
(coach), won this event very easily

Ma'iden Scul/s.-K. Bilney \ ron

MtrRCANTILE R(

Melbourne Regatta.
1Oth November, 1945.

lllairlen Eigltts. G. Sheppard (bow), A. Martin (2),- Wr -Ob"I-
hanst (3), G.Smith (4), W.-Wallace (5), H.Clarke -(6),1. Richards
(7), lI.'Sheals (stroke), J. Flench (cox), J. South (coach) rMere

defeated in their heat.

Maiclen Fotss.-lF. I)uncan (bow), D. Powell (2), J.Neill (3),
J. Ferguson (stroke), Ii. Fisher (cox), C. Saleh (coach) were
successful in this event.

Li,ghtweiglfi ilIaiclen Irours.-R. Milner (bow),.J. Shears (2).,
W. Sh6a,s (5), D. Palfr.eyman (stroke), T. Darcy (coach and cox)
were unsuccessful.

LiglLttr:eiglht Maiclen Pu;it'.-A. Gordon (bow), .G'^ Tatn?ll, 3'
narcy"(coach and cox) won theil heat, but were defeated in the
fina1.

lllaitlen Sculls.-J. Williams won this event. K. Bilney finished
second.

l,loutce Fours, No. 1. H. Mahoney (bgw), R' Scott -(2): {'
Wilson (-S), f.Donaldson (stroke), H. McGregor (cox), J' H' P'
C1ark (coach) were unsuccessful.

Nouice Fottrs, No. 2. y. Mead (bow), N' Morrison- (2J, F'
Spencer (3), T. Payton- (stroke), T. Fielden (cox), T' Darcy
(c^oach) were Llnsuccessful.

Metropolitan Regatta.
1st December, 1945.

Mu,iclen Eigtlts.-W. Wallace (bow), H. She-ars.-(2). I1'- Pl'"."3."
(3), A. CiarkJ (4), W. Hidgcock (5), D. P^oryeJl (6), I: Neill \7).,
i.'fu,gr.on stroke;, n. Fisher (cox), C. Saleh (coach) won this
event in fine stYle.

Idagambie I
January,

Maidett, F'our'.-L. llloll (bolv), J

J. Williams (sti'oke), R. Williams I

Liglr,tueight Mairleru f/ozr-.-R. I
W. Morrison (:l), T. Payton (stroke
(coach) u'ere defeated.

{Jpper Yarra
26th Januar;

Jundor lvour.-H. Duncan (bow)
J. Ferguson (str.oke), R. Willianrs
successful aftel a very close r.ace.

Mai,rJen Eight.-A. Levy (bow),
A. Martin (4), F. tr'ogalty (5), P. V
R. Beaton (sti'oke), J. Fielden (cox
successful in their heat br-rt r,vele cief

Maiden Pairs.-W. Wallace (t
tr'ielden (cox) won comfortably.

Liglztueiglfi ll[ctiden. Eigltt. G.
(2), W. Morlison (3), T. Payton (,
(6), W. Shears (7), J. Sheals (stro
(coach) were successful in this ever

Liglttlueight Maiden F'oiri's. - G. .

(2), R. Milner (3), A. Goliion (si
unsuccessful.

Hand.ica,p Sculls.-J. \\iilliams,
defeated.

Melbourne I
16th Februar

Jztnior Eigltt.-W. Wailace (bou
(3), A. Atkins (4), W. Hidgcocli (5
J. Ferguson (stroke), R. Fisher. I

comfortably.
Jtuzior F' our.-J. Radcliffe (-borv),

(3), J. Mitchell (stroke), P. Audas
Mai,den EiyylLt.-G. Sheppald (bo.

(3), G. trpstein (4), F. Fogai'ty (5),
(7), R. Beaton (stroke), R. \Yilliams
won the heat ancl final in good styl

Liglttueigh.t nlaiden Eigli. G.
(2), R. Milner (3), W. Moi'r,ison (
Johnson (6), W. Sheals (7), J. Sirer
J. South (coach) wele defeated in th

1

{,

Fer-
event.

I

I

:
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Liglttu:eight Maiden Eights.-R. Milner, (bow), J. Neill (2),
t'.I. Morrison (3), T.Payton (4), A.Gordon (5), G.Tatnall (6),
W. Shears (7) , J. Shears (stroke) , J. French (cox) , J. South
(coach), won this event very easily.

Mai,rJen Sculls.-K. Bilney won this event.

Nagambie Regatta"
January, 1946.

Maidett Foas'.-L. Moll (borv), H. Clalke (2), F. Fogarty (3),
J. Williams (stloke), R. Williams (cox) won this r.ace.

L_igh,tueigltt Maiden Four.-P-. Milner (bow), N. Morrison (Z),
W. Morrison (;l), T. Payton (stroke), J. Fielder.(cox), D. litiriing'
(coach) r,r,ere defeated.

{Jpper Yarra Regatta.
26th January, 1946.

Jttndor lrour.-H. I)uncan (bow), H. Clar.ke (2), J. Neill (B),
J. Ferguson (stroke), R. Williams (cox), C. Saieh (coach) were
successfui aftey a very close r.ace.

MairJen Eigltt.-A. Levy (bow), R. Scotb (2), F'. Spencer (3),
A. Martin (4), F.Fogalty (5), P.Wi'ight (6), W.Oberhansl<i (7\,
R. Beaton (sti'oke), J. Fieiden (cox), J. P. Appelby (coach) were
successful in their heat but wele ciefeated by tluee feet in the final.

Maiclen Pairs.--W. Wallace (bow), FI. Shear.s (stroke), J.
Fielden (cox) won comfortably.

L'iglfitueig1ht Maiden Eiglt,t.-G. Sheppar.ci (bow), C. Murrell
(2), W. Morrison (3), T.Payton (4), B.Johnson (5), G.Tatnall
(6), W.Shears (7), J.Sheals (stroke), J. Fr.ench (cox), J. South
(coach) wel'e successful in this event.

Ligh,tueight Maiden Fotts.- G. Richardson (bow), N. Morrison(2), R. Miiner (3), A. Goldon (stroke), R. F isher (cox), were
unsuccessful.

Handicap Sculls.-J. \\riliiam:{ was defeated. K. Bilney was
defeated.

Ntrelbourne Regatta.
16th February, 1946.

Junior Eigh.t.-W. Wailace (bow), H. Shear.s (2), I-I. Duncan
(3), A.Atkins (4), W.Hidgcocl< (5), H.Clar.iie (6), J.Nei1l (7),
J. Felguson (stroke), R. tr'ishel (cox), C. Saleh (coach) won
comfoltably.

Jttrdor Four.-J. Radcliffe (borv), W. 'ft"ickett (Z), S. Sanderson
(3), J. Mitchell (stroke), P. Audas (cox) were clefeated.

Mai,@tn Eigh.t.-G. Sheppard (bow), G. Tatnail (Z), F. Spencer
(3), G.trpstein (4), F.tr'ogalty (5), P.Wr.ight (6), W. Oberhansli
(7), ry.R-eaton (s-troke), R. Williams (cox), J.P.Appleby (coach)
won the heat and final in good style.

Lightuaeight !,!aid.ry Itriglft.-G. Rober,tson (born,), D. Stirling
tZ), R. U,ilne1- (Q), W. Molrison (4), S. c. Richaidson (b), B-.
Johnson (6), y. Shears (7), :f. Sheals (stroke), J. tr'rench (cox),
J. South (coach) wele defeated in the heat.

I

I
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Earrvon Regatta.
2nd l{arch, 1946.

Open trigltts. - W. \\rallace (bo..v), I{. Shears (2), H. I)uncan
(3), A.Atkins (4), W. Hidgcock (5), H.Clarke (6), J.Neill (7),
J. Felguson (stlol<e), R. trider (cox) C. Saleh (coach), u,on this
event in good style.

h[aitlen Eiglft.--5. Johnston (bon,), G. Smith (2), A. Martin
(3), J. Fletcher (,1), I. Fiolyman (5), P. McPherson (6), H.
Tippett (7), R. Aitken (stro1<e), R. Williams (cox), J. Blair'-Holt
(coach) were clefeated in their heat.

LiEllttueigltt lf aiden Ei.g)ltt. -J. Ward (bow), D. Palfreyman (2),
G. Robeltson (3), A. Goldon (4), J. I)onaldson (5), N. Morr.ison
(6), C.Mulrell (7), T.Payton (strol<e), J. l-ielden (cox), G" Smith
(coach) wel'e unsuccessful.

Li,glfiweigltt Matde'n f,'our'.-, \\r. Morlison (bow), B. Johnson
(2), W. Shears (:l), J. Sheals (sti'olie), J. French (cox), J. South
(coach) were successful in this event.

Junior Four.-W. Tricrrett (bow), K. Smith (2), L. Moll (3),
J. Mitchell (strolie), P. Audas (cox), wel'e defeated in the heat.

lVlaiden lrour. F. Spencei' (bow), G. Sheppard (2), W. Ober-
hansli (3), R. Beaton (stloiie), J. French (cox), M. S. Wiiliams
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Bairnsdale Regatta.
20th April, 1946.

Junio,r l-otit'.- -II. I)uncan (ticrv), L. Moil (2), F. trogarty (3),
W. I{idgcock (stroke), R. Fis}rer (cox) rn,ere defeated in the final.

Junior Pair.-W. Wallace (bor,v), I{. Shears (stroke), J. French
(cox), were successful in this event.

McL,iden E'ight" P. McPherson (bow), J. Fletcher (2), G. H. K.
Tippett (3), .I. \\riliianis (4), A. Martin (5), I. Holiman (6), J.
Thomas (7), R. Aitken (stloke), R. tr'isher' (cox), W,/Cdr. Connelly
(coach) r,vele clefeated by a narrow margin.

Xluidett lrou.r.---J. Chitty (borv), J. Molton (2), F. Spencer (3),
R. Beaton (stloke), J. I"r:ench (cox) won the heat, but were
unsuccessful in the flnal.

Liglttu:eiglLt ltfcticlett, Fou'r'. J. Donaidson (bow), C. Murrell (2),
W. Morlison (3), T. Payton (stroke), J. tr'r'ench (cox), won this
event.

Liglft**eigl'tt lllrttclett. Pa.ir.- -W. Shears (bow), J. Shears (stroke),
J. French (cox) won this event.

Nouice Fou,t'.--O. Bloughton (bow), V. MoIl (2), F. Kain (3),
J. Lemaile (stroke), R,. tr'isher (cox) won the heat, but wcre
defeated in the flna1.

Sale Regatta.
22nd April, 1946.

Junior F'our.--Yott representatir.es at Bairnsdale wel'e again
unsuccessful.

MTiTCANTILE R(
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cessful..

Maiden Eiglfi.--Yaw: l'ei)l'esen.
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Junior Pair.--Your l'eplesentatives at Railnsdale were unsuc-
cessful..

lVlaiden Eigltt. Your lepresentatives at Bairnsdale after a
hard race won this event.

Mai.dan fi,svv.-\sv1' r'eplesentati",,'cs at Bailnsdale again won
their heat, but rn'ele tlnsuccessful in thr: final.

Ligh,tweigltt Mairletz Four.- Your r"eplesentati,res at Bairnsdaie
were defeated in the heab.

Li,ghtu;eigh,t MuirJett Po,ir. -Youi' r'epresentati'.res at Bairnsdale
completed the double by winning this e.u'ent.

Noaice fi1svv.-\snv representatives at Bair:nsdaie again won
their heat, but wele ciefeated in the final.

Metropolitall El,egatta.
25th May, 19'46.

l{ol-ice Eight.__M. Nayior (bow), R. Sinith (2), B. Kain (3),
J. Lemaire (4), I. Gleen (5), V.Liiiistone (6), V. Moll (7), C.
wilkinson (stroke), J. tr'rencir (cox), G. smith (coach) 'uvon their
heat, but we1'e unsuccessfui in the final.'Nouice Fou.r.-L. Ericlison (b,on'), J' Saunciels (2), W. Crad-
dock (3), R. Flancis (st1o}<e), J. Il'Iur'piry (cox), S. G. Richardson
(coach) were defeated.' LiglLtxt)eigh,t Noaice lrotn'. O. Brougiiton -(irg*), L- P-o-ore.(?)-,
A. Kohn (3r, T. Petelson (stloke), T. Kendall (cox), K. Smith
(coach) were defeated.

V.ft.A. Opeer trights
16th March, 19'[6.

Raced over 2t2 miles on the Lou,el' Yalra. W. Wallace (bow),
H. Shears (2), H. I)uncan (3), J' Blair-Holt (4), W. Hidgcock
(5), A.H. V. Clarke (6), J.Neili (7), J.M.Felguson (stroke), R.
Wiiiiams (cox), C. Saleh (coach) wel'e unsuccessful.

V.R.A. Cpen Lightw.eight Eigtrrts.
Raced over 1j miles on the Low'er Yalra.-W' Monison (bow),

N. Morrison (2),- C.Murlell (:l), 'I. Payton (4), B. .Ioh-nson (5)-,
G. Tatnall (6), W. Sheals (7), J. Sheals (sti'oke), J. French
(cox), J. South (coach) won tiris event.

Open Sculls 2L Miles.
J. Williams finished second in this event'

Y.R.A. Open Fairs.
5th t[ay, 1916.

Raced ove1. 1 mile on the Lowe} Yarra.-H. Shears (bow),
R. Beaton (stroke), J. Flencir (cox) in-ele defeated'

Sculling.
Throughout the season the Club \\'as 1"e_plesented in all sculling

events by 
"K. Bilney and J. wi11iams, both having a measure of

success.
K. Bilney won the Herald Shield.
J. Wiliiims won the Sculling Ladder Trophy donated by Capt.

Janett.

I

l
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Prerniership.
Points

Melbourne . . BZ South Melbourne
Mercantile.. 78 Essenclon ..
tr'ootsci'ay City 30 Mildura
Richmond.. 22 Banks..
Wahgr"rnyah 16 Nagambie . .

Bairnsdale.. 16 Preston..
CorioBay.... tZ AlbertPark

Ha,r,vthorn . .

Your congratulations are extended to the Meibourne
CIub on their success in winning the Premiership.

Points
.10
.6
.6
.4
.4
.4
.2
.2
Rowing

MERCANTILtr RO
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Social Act
VICTORY DINNtrR :-A Victorl

returning serl'icemen, was held in
I)ecember', 19,45, and, thanks to the
Stooke, pioved an outstanrling succe
a\\':rv air opporttrnity to rneet new m
tances of oirl mernbet's, rvhom they ha

PALI\{S DANCtr:-The fir'st dar
great succesrs, both -qocially and finar
bers and fliends, who tholoughly enj
Committee, tinrlel: the rliiection of Mr:.
success of tire tiance. It is hoped that
pro\:e equally popular.

Gener:

There has been no replacement r

past severl -yss1s, airtl at present no
Never'theless, it is pleasing for meml
be in a strong position for the purc
become available, thanks to the gent
lhe purchase of an eight, as promised
and the prornise of a four by Mr. 11.

and prerctical expressions of interest f,
appreciated by all members.

Head of the River.
13th April. 1946.

We extencl our congratulatiorrs to Scotch College on their success"
Mr. C. Saleh, v,,ho achieved so much srlccess with our own crews

during the year, u,as the Scotch Coliege coach.
The long association between Scotch College anti the Club con-

tinues r,vith mutuai advantages to both parties.

Inter-Varsity Boat Race.
8th June, 1946.

Melbourne Universit5, trvon this event at Mannum, South
Australia. J. M. Fergu.son, a member of the Club, rowecl in this
crew. Your congratulations ale extended to Melbourne Unirrersity,
and J. M. Ferguson on their success.

Combination Race.

Young & Jacltson Eigh,ts: -Conducteci by IVlelboulne triorving
CIub. D. Fraser stroked the rryinning crew with W. Shears (7)"

Picken-Williams' Eiglzts'-Once again tx,o old and valuecl mem-
bers provided the tlophies for one of the most successful combination
events of the season with an ently of eleven c1'elvs. D. Palfreyman
stroked the winning crew with P. Day (bor,v) and T. I)arcv (cox).

Old Ou,rsmen's Eigh,ts:-J. Shears stloked tl're winning cr,ew
with W. Shears (7), W. Wallace (5) and J. Fielden (cox),

Corio Boy Fours:-F. Spencer rowed (:l) in the r,r,inning cl,eu,
with W. Wallace (bow).

Club R.aces.

MERCANTILE FOURS - 
gth September, 1945.

Nine crews competed in this event, l,hich 'was won t,y K. Wilson
(bow), J. Williams (2), H. Dr.rncan (3), G. Tatnall (stroke), J. Tait
(cox)

CLUB FOURS - 1st June, 1946.

Thirteen crews competed in this event, rvhich was won by J. Hill
(bow), C. Murrell (2), D. Morgan (3), J. Mitcheii (stroke), J. Murphy
(cox).



MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB 11

Sprigg Time Trial
During the war years this event became a, race for four-oared

crews, but r.vith the renewed interest being shown in rowing, Mr.
J. G. Sprigg considered the time oppoltune to le-intlcduce the oliginal
course of seven miles for eight-oarerl cre\ zs. Our thanks are due to
Mr. Sprigg for providing this interesting and popular winter event.

Points Competition.
The Captain, Mr. J. Blair-Holt, presented a trophy for compe-

tition:rmong members. Points are awardeci:1for each start and 2
{'or ea,ch rn'in in all events helcl during the season. The competition
for this trophy is keen, ancl the successful mernber u,ill not be known
until the conclusion of the Sprigg Time Trial on the day of the
Annual Meeting.

COXSWAINS' TROPHY:-Mr. tr. K. Varcoe has presentecl a
trophy for coxsu,ains, to be decided on points, to be awarded in the
same nlanlrer as for the Captain's Trophy. Master J. French is the
successful coxsv",ain.

Mr. I\{. Bzrilel'r, rn'ho rvas a successful coxsvr,:rin himself, has pre-
-sented a shield for annual competition among the coxswains, the
lvinning r:oxswain each year to receive an indiviclual trophy. This
trophy is to be awar<led to the coxswain with the greatest number of
wins in regatta races. N[aster J. French is the first coxswain to win
this trophy.

Social Activities.
VICTORY DINNtrR:-A Victory l)inner, given as a welcome to

t'eturning servicemen, was held in the Club House on the 1st
I)ecember', 1945, and, thanks to the olganising ability of Mr. G.
Stooke, proved an outstanding success, giving those lvho had been
a\i':ly :rn opporttrnity to rleet new members and rene\,i' the accluain-
tance-q oll olri meinbels, whorn they had not seen for several years.

PALIUS I)ANCtr:-The flr'st dance fol sevei'ai years pi'oved a
great su{:cesis, both socially and financially, being attendeil by mem-
bers and friends, who thoroughly enjoyed this function. The Social
Committee, tinrler the direction of Mr. G. Horder, worked harrl for the
success of the dance. lt is hoped bhat the remainrler of the series will
pro\.e erlually popular.

General.
'Ihele has been no replacement of boats in the club during the

itast ser.ell -ys2rs, antl at present none are being built in Victoria.
Nevertheless, it is pleasii-rg for members to knorv that the club will
be in a strong position for the purchase of boats as soon as they
become available, thanks to the generous tlonation of 5100 towards
Liae purchase of an eight, as promised last year by Mr. .]. T. Dunstan,
and the promise of a four by Mr. R. W. Thursfield. These generous
and przrctical expressions of interest for the club's welfare are greatly
appreciated by all members.
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In acldition, a cireque for S50 has been receivecl from the trstate
of the late Geo{l Hastie for the purchase of zr boat. Geo{T, who was
a successful maiden and junior oat'sman, and vice-captain 1;rior. to
his enlistment, was always a keen club rnan and an energetic
executive officer. That his thoughts were of the Club, even as he
left Australia on Active Service, is shorvn by this legacy.

All members will be glarl to knor,v that Jack Eailey ha,s now
returned home a{ter a long sojouln in hospital, antl is recovering
from his iIIness.

During t}:re year Doug Brooke r,vas transfened to Tasmania. This
move is a promotion lor Dor:g on rvhich we congratuiate him, but
regret that it has temporarily taken from us an enthusiastic member.

One of our keen light-rveight oarsmen of pre-war years, John
Ward, has left Australia to take up :r position in South Africa. We
wish him every success in his new ventule.

To Mr. .I. G. Sprigg, who, b1, his ener"gy iir instructing novices,
is responsible for the fine type of youns^ oal'srrran we have-available
for regatta racinig in the coming seascn, we e-.ttend our thanks for
this valuable wolk of teaching novices.

To Mr. T. Darcy and Masters J. French, R. Irisher., J. Buchauan,
M. &lcGregor, J. F'ielden, It. Williams, P. Aurlas, J. Mur.phy, T. Keir-
dall and J. South Jnr., rve extend our thlnLs for faithfful services as
coxswains.

Your good rvishes for future happiness ancl prosperity are
extended to Messrs. C. F. Raverr, A. Y/. Dobbie, D. H. Fraser,
W. A. Trickett, P. Vanderkeien, K. Pope and G. J. Horder, who were
urarried during the year.

To Messrs. Il. Thr-rrsfielrl, D. Palfreyman, J" Racicliffe and their
u'ives we extencl congratulations on the occasion of additions to their
families.

To our list of riecorated members we are proud to add the name
of Geoff l{iller, rvho has been awardecl the D.F.C.

During the sea,son football matcires were piayed against Rich-
mond and Melbourne Rowing Clubs, yollr club team being successful
on both occasions.

Arrangements are in hand for a revivai of the popular Banks-
Mercantile Golf Tournalnent which createcl so much friendly rivalry
in pre-war years.

We were pleased to welcome to the club olil mernJrers in Messrs.
U. R. Smith, Gilbert Castieau, F. Hyett, Les Johnson, Ted Gill and
Reg Perry.

The object of the visit of Messvs. Smith and Hyett was the
introduction of their sons, Russeil and Geoff, to rvhom we extencl a
hearty welcome, and hope they will enjoy a life-iong association with
the club in a manner similar to their fathers.

Conclusion.
In conclusion, the retiring con'rmittee rvishes to thank the

members for their support throughout the season, and solicits similar
support for the incoming Committee.

On behalf of the Committee,
N. W. Cairnes,

IIon. Secretary.
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Addendum.

Thd 1945/6 season wiil long be remembered as that which saw
an end to six years of war, and a resumption of Prerniership rowing'

One of the most gratifying features has been the manner in
which members who served in the various branches of our Forces
lost no time in renewing their association with the CIub, and, in
many cases, resuming competitive rowing. Amongst them were some
who had the misfortune to be prisoners of the enemy, and there
is little doubt that their return to nolmal life has been greatiy
facilitated by once more mingling with their rowing friends of
pre-war days.

In regatta racing Mercantile had a very successful season, and
missed vrinning the Premiership by the narrowest of margins-
4 points. It is wolth), of mention that this satisfactory result was
gained mainly by youn€i members rvho came through from the
Novice class to win every race up to the Open Eights, lvhich replaced
the lSenior Class of pre-war days.

This could only be accomplished by the enthusiasm of evefy
rnember, and by the splendid sen ices lendered by ail who were
concerned in coaching flom the beginner:s' stage right through the
various classes.

To all those concerned, a,nd to the Executive officers and com-
lnittee, in whose hands resteii the management of the Club, I
would like, as President, to expless sincere thanks and appreciation.
trn this connection -special thanl<s ar:e due to Mr. J. Blair t{olt, who
rendered steriing selvice as Captain cluring the 7944/5 and 7945/6
seasons.

It is fitting also to thank all who stuck by the Club throughout
the dark years of vu'ar', with'the result that it was maintained in
a vigorous condition despite the many difficulties experienced.

Finatrly, rve think with revelence and regret of those who did
not return to rejoin their Clubmates. They u,'ill alu,ays be relnem-
bered kry us"

A. L. DOBBIE, President.

Obituary.

Ail members will learn with sorro\4/ of the deaths of, Messrs.
G. T. Hastie, J. F" Major, R" B. Scholefield and K. A. Braithwaite
rvhile pri-.oners of war in the hands of the .Iapanese.

"They shall not grow old as we that are ieft grow old,
Age sha1l not weary them nor the years conclemn,

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We lvill remember them."

Former o1d members in Messrs. K. C. Wootten, A' Dolman,
B. Connor, R. E. Dav.zson and FI. Stooke passed away cluring the year.
Membeys will regret the passing of these old friends who did much
to builcl the club ancl foster rowing in the past. Our sincere sympathy
is extenrled to the relatives of the above-mentioned members, and to
Mr. G. Tatnall, who suffered a bereavement of his father.
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Clarke, C. A. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

Bennett, J
Bilney, K.

lrens^ P. C

Kenny, E.
Potter, W.

SENIOR MEMBERS.

Stooke, V.

Day, R. F.
Erickson, I. J.
Gluyas, W.
Glaham, R. S.
Hoiyman, G. f.
Ftrurnphrey, W.
Jefflies, N. F.

Bulmeister, C.
Gibbs, A. A.
Hitl, L. c.

Dakin, A. E.

Ahlston, P.
Evans, tr. A
F osdick, L.
Grant, W. J

JUNIOR ME

Johnson, B.
Johnston, S. t

Kain, B. F.
Lillistone, V.
Molrison, N.
Macpherson, .

Petelson, K.

HONORARY 1\

O'Reillv, J.
Rush, I{. R.
South, J.

COUNTRY 1\{

Glegg, R. V.

ASSOCiATE }
Molgan, N.
Kendall, W. ,

Stewart, S. C
Stooke, T. B.

IIST OF MEMBERS, 1945-46 SEASON

LIFE MEMBERS.

Aitken, R. R.
Appelby, J. P.
Aspinall, J. O.
Baker, J.
Bailey, J. I{.
Bailey, 1\{.
Batson, A. V.
Beaton, R. H.

Birch, W. C.
Bissett, I.
Blair-Holt, J.
Rolton, R. S.
Brocke, 1). C.
Ilroughton, O. S.
Bl'orlrn, A. D.
Blowne, F. R.
Bulton, A. J. M.
Butler, B.
Butler, L.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, I). A.
Chitty, J.
Clark, J. I{.
Clarke, A. H. G.
cliff, R.
Cooper, R. A.
Cooper, K. N. W.
Cor:rigan, B. W.
Corteen, L.
Craddock, W.
Davies, M. H.
Dennis, D.
I)ixon, C. E.
Donaldson, J.
I)owcl, M. C.
I)uncan, A. R.
Duncan, G. R.
I)uncan, H. D.
I)unstan, J. T.
Eadie, J.
Fairbailn, J. L. L.
Felguson, J.
Fietchel', J. M.
Fogarty, F.
French, L.
Gordon, A.

Glabham, B. L.
Gleen, I. M.
Gleen, M. tr.
Gleenshields, J. A.
Grimes, G. H.
Hansen, M. tr.
Hidgcock, W.
Hill, J.
I{il1er', G. R.
Huntley, C.
H-vett, C.
Jones, J. McD.
Kelr, R. J.
l,emaire, J. E.
Lindblade, A. G.
Long, D.
tr,ystel, W. R.
Macartney, J.
ilIacrae, D. M.
l\fahoney, H.
Ifalsh, T. W.
N[ead, V.
Miller', A. P.
I\fiiner, R.
Moll, L.
Moilalcl, K. F.
Morgan, D.
Mounsey, J. L.
Murrell, C.
McCombe, C.
McDonald, tr'.
h{cFarlane, J. M.
McKay, T.
McKeown, J. W.
Mclean, D. V.
Mclennan, W. K.
Naylor, M. C. L.
Neill, James
Neill, John
Nicholls, D. R.
Nixon, N. V.
Obell-ransIi, \,V.
Oldfield, F. D.
Palfreyman, D. B.
Payton, T.
Pitlr, W. G.
Ponsford, H. M.
Powel1, D.

Prendiville, tr.
Raven, C. F.
Richarcls, J. C.
Richardson, S. G.
Rogers, L. W.
Rorke, A. T.
Ross, W. G.
Rowley, T.
Rush, R. T.
Saieh, C.
Sanderson, S.O.
Shears, II.
Shears, H.
Sheals, J. D.
Shears, T. W.
Smith, Goldon
Smith, G. H.
Smith, K. A.
Smith, R. T. R.
Somerville, J. M.
Soward, R. S.
Spencer, H. T.
Starr, N.
Stooke, G.
Sullivan, B"
Syrne, R,. York
Tatnall, G. !-. G.
Thomas, J. C.
Thursfield, R. W.
Tleharne, A. G.
Trickett, G. II.
Tlouchet, P. A.
Turnbull, W. R.
Unsrvorth, I.
Varcoe, E. K.
Wade, G. C.
Wadey, W.
Wa11ace, W.
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.
White, E. C.
White, H. R. H.
Wilkinson, C. V.
Williams, J. G.
Wiliiams, M. S.
Wilson, K.
Wright, P.

B.
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Day, R. F.
Erickson, I. J.
Gluyas, W.
Graham, R. S.
tr{oiyman, G. I.
Flurnphrey, W.
,Ieffries, N. F.

JUNIOR MtrMBERS.

Johnson, B.
Johnston, S. C.
Kain, B. F.
Lillistone, V.
Molrison, N. V.
Macpherson, P.
Petelson, K. F.

Robertson, G. A.
Saunders, J.
Scott, R.
Spalding, N. J.
Sumpton, B.
Tippett, G.
Vincent, L. \\r.

HONORARY MtrMBtiRS.

Bulmeister, C.
Gibbs, A. A.
IIilI, L. C.

O'Reiily, J.
Ru"sh, I{. R
South, J.

Stelrhenson, C. E.
Stulrock, J. McL.
\4lacle, P. M.

I)akin, A. E
COUNTRY 1\{EI\TBER-q.

Gi'egg, R. V. Reicly, J. J.

ASSOCIATtr MtrMBERS.

Ahlston, P.
Erzans. E. A.
Fosdick, L.
Grant, W. J.

DIolgan, N.
Kendall, \,Y. J.
Stewart, S. C.
Stooke, T. B.

Tibbets, I. D.
Var:coe, tr. K.
Wade, P. A. (Jnr.)
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