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MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB

\e

Plinces Bridge,

Melbourne.

7th July, 1947.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GI\IEN thAt thc SiXtY.SCVENth

ANNUAL MEETING of the MERCANfff-,n ROWING

CLUB WiII bC hCId At thc CLUB HOUSE ON SATURDAY'

26th JULY, 1947, at 7.45 p.m. (The Annual srnoke Night

will be held at the conclusion of the meeting')

I.

II.
III.
IV.

BUSINESS:

To r.eceive and adopt the Annual Report and Ralance sheet

To confir'm the Minutes of Previous General Meeting'

To elect Office-bearels for the ensuing yeal'.

To considel the ploposal of Alteration of the Rules as

follort's : -
"That RuIe 14a be amended to read-
'Junior Members, the annual subscliptiorr shall

be 5\/13/6 until attaining the age of 2l years'' "

Presentation of Ti'oPhies.

General.

v
VI.

Nominations fol Office-bearels fol the ensuing yeal' will close at

the Club House at 4 1t.m., Satui'cla.'7, 19th July, 1947'

Ry ordel of the Committee,

N. W. CAIRNES,

Hon. Secletary
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MERCANTITE ROWING CLUB

PRESIDENT:
A. L. DOBBIE, Esq.

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
T. F. BRENNAN, trsq. C. N. McKAY, Esq.
Dr. R. A. COOPER. Sir T'. S. NETTLEFOLD, K.8.,
R. V. GREGG, Esq. O.B.E.
E. KENNY, Esq. J. H. PICKEN, trsq.
A. G. LINDBLAI)tr, Esq. G. W. SMITH, trsq"
J. M. MACFARLANE, Esq. J. G. SPRIGG, Esq.
J. L. MOUNSEY, Esq. M. S. WILLIAMS, Esq.

CAPTAIN:
Mr. A. H. CLARKE.

HON. SECRETARY:
Mr. N. W. CAIRNES.

VICE-CAPTAIN:
Mr'. J. T. MITCHELL

HON. A^SS7. StrCRETARY
Nh. J. M. FLETCHER.

HON. TREASURER:
Mr. C. A. R. CLARKE (Deceased).

Mr'. J. N. ROBERTSON (Appointed 24th October, 1946)

COMMITTtrtr:
lVh'. K. BILNEY (Appointed lWr. J. N. ROBERTSON.

1lth November, 1946). Mr. J. SHEARS.
Mr. J. BLAIR-HOLT Mr. D. STIRLING.
Mr. L. L. B. MOLL. Mr. E. VARCOE.
Mr. D. MORGAN.

HON. AUDITOR:
Mr'. F. R. BROWNtr, A.I.C.A.

HON. SOLICITOR :

Mr. M. S. WILLIAMS, LL.M.

VICTORIAN ROWING ASSOCIATION :

Ercecut'iae Members:
Mr. A. L. DOBBIE.
Mr. E. KENNY.

Representati,ue Menilters: Elected Member:
Mr. K. BILNEY. Mr. M. S. WILLIAMS.
Mr. N. W. CAIRNES.

DELEGATES TO UPPER YARRA AMATEUR REGATTA ASSN.:
Mr. E. VARCOE, Mr. J. MITCHELL.

DELEGATES TO THE METROPOLITAN ROWING ASSN.:
Mr. J. SHEARS, lVIr'. L. L. B. MOLL.

RIIPRESENTATIVE TO MELBOURNE AMATEUR REGATTA
ASSOCTATION (HENLEY):

Mr. C. F. RAVEN.

DELEGATE TO VICTORI,+N AMATEUR SCULLING ASSN.
Mr. K. BILNEY.

The late C. A.

Hon. Tleasuler



The late C. A. R. CLARKE
Hon. Treasule)', 1916-1946
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Mercqntile Rowing Club

THE SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAT REPORT
OF THE

To the Menrbers of the Mercantile P"owing Club:

Gentlemen,-Your Committee has much pleasure in submitting
for your consideration the Sixty-seventh Annual Report and Balance
Sheet.

The promise shown last year rvhen your Club finished second in
the Premiership has been fulfilled with the winning of the Junior
Premiership. Ilowever, as a Ciub, we do not intend to rest on this
success, but in the coming year. we will aim to bring both the Senior
and Junior Premierships to Mercantile. Tlierefore it should be our
endeavour to strengthen the successful junior crews of this year and
place the Club once again to the fore in Senior rowing. During the
year our membership has increased considerably, and among the new
members we have many strong and promising novices to whom we look
for: assistance in retaining the Junior Premiership.

At the commencement of the season we hoped to add an eight
and a four to our fleet, thanks to the generosity of Messrs. J. T.
Dunstan, R. W. Thursfield, and the late G. Hastie, but despite our
every endeavour this has bqen impossible, due to the large demand for
boats in Australia, and the scarcity of competent boat builders.
Mr. L. L. B. Moll, with a small band of willing workers, has done a
rnagnificent job in keeping the fleet maintenanced and serviceable. In
order to obtain the full use of our equipment in the present period of
scarcity, a ne\M bow has been successfully built on to the clinker racing
eight "A. R. Shannon," and the Best & Best eight "R. V. Gregg" has
been recommissioned and will be ready for racing in the coming
season.

Prior to the commencement of racing in the 1947-48 Season, we
expect delivery of 24 tubular racing oars, ten of which are being
imported from "Ayiing," England. The Ayling oars have been very
generously donated by Mr. R. W. Thursfield.

For the seeond successive year Victoria has won the King's Cup,
and a great deal of credit is once again due to Mr. W. R. B. Todd, who
coached the successful crews.

The social side of the Club's activities has been well patronised,
a very popular function being Ladies' Day, at which there was a large
attendance. Afternoon tea was served in the gymnasium.

Many points for the premiership were gained at country regattas,
and it was pleasing to see large numbers of young members attending
these popular fixtures. The hospitality _of the country clubs is well
known to most members, and visitors to the country regattas this year
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received the same hearty hospitality as in formel years. The
transport of boats a4d members to these regattas by parlour coach
was of great assistance to the success of the journeys.

A more detailed report of the Club's activities for the past season
is submitted for review.

Financial.
The arnount of subscriptions received during the season was well

above the average for the pre-war years.
However, the levy of 563 imposed by the V.R.A. for the King's

Cup Crew, and rising costs of repairs to boats and oars have been a
heavy drain on Club funds.

Once again, generous donations have been received from numerous
members, which have been a great help to Club finances.

The Treasurer would greatly appreciate assistance from all
members by their prompt payment of this year's subscription.

Executive and Committee.
The loss of our late Treasurer, Mr. C. A. R. Clarke, during the

year was a severe blow to the Club. Mr. J. N. Robertson was
appointed by the Committee to the position, and has applied himself
industriously to his important task. Mr. K. Bilney was appointed to
the resulting vacancy on the Committee.

Twelve regular meetings of the Committee were held during the
year, and attendances were as follows:-

MERCANTILE ROV

Boats and (

A compiete list of the Club's preser

R.V
S. J.
A.L

RACING BOATS.
Best & Best

Practice Bo
S. C. Macrae
C. F. Raven

Mounsey
Nicholls
Horder'.
Sloan ..
Mason

. Miller.
. Taylor

Glegg
Morell

I )obbie.
Clinker

J. H. Bailey.
J. G. Spi'igg .

E. Kenny. .

A. R. Shannon
L. R. Weirer..
C. A. Clalke
\\'. Potter'
W. Joseph
R. A. Coopei'

It rvill be noticed that the clinl<er'
and the plactice eight "A. R. Sloan" L
aftet' an absence of some years, both t
missioncd in older to countelact the ple
i'elrlacements.

The rn,olk of convet'ting the fleet
irurchased is being continued, ancl at
be convelted pliol to the commencen
season.

There has been a considelable los
clue to the age of the oals, but also car

It cannot be stressed too stlonl
e-xercised in the use of both fleet and
is so difficult and costiy to obtain leplac

Coachini
The Club is indebted to those meml

time to the coaching of crews throughr
the time devoted by the coaches to this
very often time 'which they can ili
opportunity to express olrr appreciati<
in imparting to the oarsmen of to-day tl
success in the sport of rowing.

Tvv'o old members in Messrs. J. L. .

have rendered service to the Club over a
the coaches in older to assist the Clut
inconvenience to their private interests 1

and we appreciate the affection for 1

prompted their action, and are glad
lesulted f-.'om their labours.

Therefore it is with pleasure we
gentlemen for the valuable coaching se
year: Messrs. J. Barton, K. Bilney,
Miiler, J. L. Mounsey, K. Pope, S. G. F

Rogers, C. Saleh, J. South, J. G. Sprig
(junr.), H. Shears, D. Stirling, R.
W. Turnbull, P. M. Wade, C. Ward.

8
8
4

8
8
8
8
4
4
4
4
2

J. L.
C. J.
G. J.
A. B.
V. F.
A. P.
H.G

K. Bilney 8
J. Blair-Holt 10
N. W. Cairnes .. 11
A. H. Clarke 11
C. A. R. Clarke

(dec'd) 2

A. L. Dobbie
J. M. Fletcher'
E. Kenny
J. T. Mitchell
L. L. B. Moll
D. Morgan ..

N. Robertson. I
Shears 12

I
1.1

I

I
I l;)
,.]
13

6
13

G. Sprigr .

Stirling ..
K. Varcoe

J.
J.
J.
D
E

8
I
9

10
11
11,

Membership.
The increase of the membership by more than forty new members

is very gratifying. Many old members have rejoined the Club,
and among the new members are many v'ho will play a prominent
part in the future.

The membership list now stands as follorvs:--
LifeMembers....
Senior Membels . .

Junior Members . .

Honorary Membels. .

Country Membels ..
Associate Membels

nrn

f)onations.
The Ciub desires to recold its appleciation of donations leceived

from the following gentlemen:--
Messrs. J. Blair-Holt, T. F. Brennan, l)r. R. A. Cooper', Messls.

A. L. Dobbie, S. Guinn, G. Horder', E. Kenny, Sir T. S. Nettlefoid,
I\{essrs. F. Newport, G. R. G. Patterson, J. H. Picken, Geo. Smith,
J. G. Sprigg, R. W. Thursfield, E. K. Varcoe.

a



MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB

Boats and Oars.
A compiete list of the Club's present fleet is set out hereunder:-

7

RACING BOATS.
Best & Best

R. V. Gregg . . 8
S. J. Morell . . 8
A. L. I)obbie. .. 4

Clinker
J. H. Bailey. . . 8
J. G. Sprigg . 8
Itr.Kenny.... 8
A. R. Shannon . . 8
L. R. Weile.. 4
C. A. Clalke . . 4
\V. Pottel .. .4

W. Joseph 4,

R. A. Cooper' 2

Practice Boats
S. C. Macrae B

C. F. Raven .. :3

J. L. Mounsey . . 3
C. J. Nicholls 3
G. J. Horder. 8
A. B. Sloan .. . . 8
V. F. Mason .. ,1,

A. P. Miller. .. 4
H. G. Taylor 4

Tub Boats
S. Guinn
H. Rush ..
J. H. Picken . .

A. G. Lindblade
J. Watson
Scull No. 1.
Scull No. 2.

4
4
2
2
2

It will be noticed that the clinkel' r'acing eight "A. R. Shannon"
and the practice eight "A. R. Sloan" reappear in the list of the fleet
ziftel an absence of some years, both these boats having been recom-
missioned in ot'der to counteract the present difficulty of obtaining fleet
lclllacenrents.

The wolk of converting the fleet to su,ivels as ne\ r oat's at.e
purchased is being continued, ancl at ieast trvo more eight:s shouid
be converted plior to the commencement of lacing in the coming
season.

There has been a considelable loss of oat's by breakage, par.tly
due to the age of the oars, but also caused by careless handling.

It cannot be stressed too stlongly the care which must be
exelcised in tl"re use of both fleet and oars, particularly now that it
is so difficult and costly to obtain replacements and repairs.

Coaching.
The Club is indebted to those members who have devoted so much

time to the coaching of crews throughout the season. We all realise
the time devoted try the coaches to this important phase of the sport-
rrery often time which they can ill afford-and we welcome this
opportunity to express our appreciation of their work and sacrifice
in imparting to the oarsmen of to-day the necessary knowledge to gain
success in the sport of lowing.

Two old members in Messrs. J. L. Mounsey and P. M. Wade, who
have rendered service to the Club over a long period reappeared among
the coaches in older to assist the CIub at a difficult time. At great
inconvenience to their private interests they rnade themselves available,
and we appreciate the affection for the club and the sport which
prompted their action, and ale giad to recor.d the success which
i'esulted fi'om their labours.

Therefore it is with pleasure we give thanks to the following
gentlemen for the valuable coaching service rendered duling the past
year: Messrs. J. Barton, K. Bilney, K. Connoliy, W. Gr.ay, A. P.
Miller, J. L. Mounsey, K. Pope, S. G. Richardson, J. N. Robertson, L.
Rogers, C. Saleh, J. South, J. G. Sprigg, G. Smith (senr.), G. Smith
(junr.), H. Shears, D. Stirling, R. W. Thursfield, P. Trouchett,
W. Turnbull, P. M. Wade, C. Ward.
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Rowingo

Australian Championships.
7th NIay, 1947.

The Australian Eight-oared Championship for the King's Cup was
rowed on the Swan River at Perth, W.A.

Victoria was l'epresented by J. Webster (South Melb.), bowl
C. Gibbs (Footscray),2; K. McWilliams (Footscray), 3; L. A. G.
Wilkinson (Footscray),4; R. J. Boynton (Melbourne), 5; L. Slorach
(Banks), 6; H. Lambie (Banks), 7; W. J. Lambert (Richmond),
stroke; D. Salmon (Corio Bay), cox; W. R. B. Todd, coach;
J. Williams (Mercantile), emergency.

We extend our congratulations to the coach and crew for retaining
the Cup for the second year in succession.

The Sculling Championship for the President's Cup held on the
same day was won by M. T. Wood (N.S.W.) with R. V. Rawlins
(Victoria) second.

Your Club \4'as represented in the interstate rowing by J.
Williams (emergency), and IVIr. J. South was again one of the
selectors.

STATE CHAMPIONSIIIP EYENTS.
Champion Dights.-The race was rowed on the Lower Yarra

course and attracted an entry of six crerr\,'s. Corio Bay was successful,
winning from Banks. Your Club was not represented.

Champton Fours.-Banks was successful in this event, which was
rowed on the Lower Yarra. Your CIub was not represented.

Champion Pairs.-This event, which was rowed on the Lower
Yarua was won by Preston from Banks. Your Club was not
represented.

Champion Sculls.-This event was rowed over 2f miles down-
stream on the Lower Yarra and was won by J. Webster (South Melb.)
with R. Rawlins (Melbourne) second. Your Club was represented by
J. Williams.

2,000 Metre Sculling Ch.ampionsluip.-Rowed downstream on the
Lower Yama and was won by your I'epresentative, J. Williams.

Cltampion Jztnio,r' Eigh,ts,26th April, L947.-Rowed over a 2-mile
course on the Lower Yarra, Mercantile won from Melbourne. The
Club representatives were B. Johnston (bow), J. Fletcher (2), H.
Duncan (3), J. Farmer (4\,L. Moll (5), R. Aitken (6), J. Neill (7),
H. Shears (stroke), B. Jeffery (cox), P. M. Wade (coach).

Cham'pi,on Ligllt'rueigh.t Junior Eights, 26th April, 1947.-Rowed
over 1$ mile course on the Lower Yarra, Melbourne winning a thrilling
race from Richmond. Your club was unsuccessfully represented by
W. Morrison (bow), C. Murrell (2), R. Milner (3), N. Kerigan (4),
G. Sheppard (5), T. Payton (6), W. Shears (7), J. Shears (stroke),
J. Murphy (cox), A. P. Miller (coach).

Regattas.

Melbourne Regatta.
16th November, 1946.

Senior Dight.-W. Wailace (bow), J. Williams (2), F. Spencer
(3), P.Macpherson (4), L. Moll (5), A.H. Clarke (6), D. A. Calder
(?), G. Hiller (stroke), J. Fielden (cox), J. South (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Senior Four".-J. Radcliffe (bow),
H. Shears (stroke), B. JefferY (c
unsuccessful.

Junior Eigll't.-J. BerrY (bow) 'H. Duncan (4), F. FogartY (5), J
A. Atkins (stroke), B. LYnch (c,
unsuccessful.

Maiden Eigllt No. 1".-J. StubleY
(3), K.Connolly (4), I.H. Green (5),
(?), N. Mackey (stroke), G. Smith t

unsuccessful.
Maiden EiglLt No. 2.-S. G. Ric

(2), P. Kerr (3), K. Wiison @):
R..Milner (7), N. Kerrigan (strokr
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Maiden Ei,ght No. 3: G. Robert
J. Donaldson (3), N. Morrison (4),
(6), T. W. Shears (7), J. Shears
Bilney (coach), won their heat but w

Maiden Four" No. 1.-C. Murr,
Mahoney (3), G. Epstein (stroke),
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Maiden Fouc" No. 2.-W. GluYas
Kain (3), J. Lemaire (stroke), C.LY
were unsuccessful.

Lig lrtw eight Maiden Eig ht.-O.'"
W. Blakely (3), D. llIcDonough (4),'.
R. Francis (7), W. Craddock (stroke
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Henley Rr
23rd Novemb

The crews which rePresented You
competed without success.

MERCANTILE RO

Nagambie I
26th Decemb

Juraioq' Fo'ur.-H. Shears (bow),
Wiliiams (stroke), B. JeffreY (cox),

Maiden Four No. 1.-8. Johnsl
Tippett (3),. R. Aitken (stroke), B.
won by 1f lengths.

Ma'td.en Four No. 2.-W. GluYe
B. F. Kain (3), J. Lemaire (stroke)
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Lightweigh,t Maiden Four.-O.
(2), K. Leggett (3), D. .Ctichton
Stirling (coach) were unsuccessful.

Lightweight Maiden Poir'.-N.
(stroke), J. Murphy (cox) were unsl

Maiden DislLt.-Y. Moll (bow),
V. Lillistone (4), H. Davies (5), J
R. Smith (stroke), B. JeffreY (co:
unsuccessful.
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Seni,or Four.-J. Radcliffe (bow), W' Tr-ickltt (Z)' J.' S'Neilt (3)'
H. Sh;;, - (strof.ei, ii. Jeffery (iox), J. Barton (coach) \ /ere

unsuccessful.
Junior Eight.-J. Berry (bow),-B,-Burk" (?1, [" Molgan (q)'

H. D;;;" (i), r. F;s;riv'(5),'J' Thomas- (6), E' She-ars (7)'
A. A;kil- irdr:of."),- g] t vndn' 

'(cox), L. Rogers (coach) \ 'ere
unsuccessful.

Maiclen Ei.sht No. L.-J. Stublev -(!oy)rB F*i!!' (2^),-$,.Hvett
(3),^K:C;""orr"v i+), I. II. Qre^en.(gi, u. F- Jeffr'ie-s (6), C'.\\iilkinson
tii:n. Vfu.f.*v tsi.ot"l, G. Smith 

'(coach), W. Beames (cox) were

unsuccessful.
Maiclen Eigllt No. 2.-S. G. Richardson. (b9y), -5. $'"*merfield

(2),^ P.--K",'t isi, 4' f'vit.on. (4), J. Ct"ig (5)r \v' You-ng--(6)'
n]'iWif"u, 

-iil,'f] f<".rtg"" (sirote), T. Kendall (cox), C. \\rard
(coach) were unsuccessful.' 

Maiden Eight No. 3: G. Robertsgl -(!ow) , A' D" Brol'1i (2t 
'

.f. Oo"aidson ("3i; N. M-orrison (4), \['' Morrison -(5)l B',J9h3st9,n
(6). T. w. Shears (7), J. Slrears (strolre), J.. .Nlu.]..pny (cox,, I\.
gifrie, (coach), won their heat but were defeated rn the semr-nnar.

Maid,en Fou'r ^A/o. 1.-C. Murreli (bow), T' Pa{on-(2)'. Y:
Mah;;;;-(gi, C. np.t"ir] (stroke), J' 'South (cox), P' Trouchett
(coach)- were unsuccessful.

Muid,enFoul,No.2.-W.Gluyas(bow),J.W.--Peterso-n-(2),8..{.
K"il^Gi-;i.-l"."ui*u (ltrot u), C". ivi.ch (iox), W. Turnbull (coach)

were unsuccessful.
Lishtweieht Maid,en Bish!. . p. B*roughtol (f?*I Lt I::l: f ?1,

!V. Blalely (5), D. 1\tcDonoqgh (4), K.Leggett.(5)' D'c,chton (tt)'
R.'F;;i; iii, W.-e.raa,ocri (siroke), T."frendaU'(cox), D. Stirling
(coach) were unsuccessful.

Henley Regatta.
23rd November, 1946.

The crews which represented your club at the Melbourne Regatta

competed without success.

Nagambie Regatta.
26th December, 1946.

Junior Fuur.-lF.. Shears (bow), L' Moll (2), E: Fogarty.,(3)' f'
Wilii;;; iri"of."), e. Jeffrey (cox)','J. South (coach) won easily.

Maid.eyt Fozu No. 1.-8. Johnston (bow), rI. Fletcher ,(2),-q.
fipputt"iiii, n aiif.en lstroke), B. Jeffery (cox), C. Saleh (coach),
won by 1$ lengths.

Maidzn Fiur No. 2.-W. Gluyas (bg*),- J. .w. Peterson (2\-z

B. F.^K;i"" ts), f.-il-riru (strokd), J"Murphv (cox), W' Turnbuil
(coach) were unsuccessful.'--- iight*eight Maid,en Four.-O. Broughton (!9*1,- K..Peterson
Q'), t.Legfett 

-(di; b. Crichton (stroiie), J' Mulphv (cox)' f)'
Stirling (coach) wel'e unsuccessrul'-"-"ifihii"tsit Maid.en Poir.-N. Morrison (bow), W. Mo*ison
(strof.6), i. tft"rphy (cox) were unsuccessful'' 

Maid.eru Etslfi.-V. MolI (bgw), R-'-FuIIag?L (21' G'.Hvett (I)'
V. LijH;];;" tal,-n.'Davies 

'(5)r i' Mortol-(Q),-.8' Johns-ton (7)'
R: #ith--iitrof.il,- n. lunrey (co:r), A. P. Miller (coach) were

unsuccessful.
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Rutherglen Regatta.
1st January, 1947.

Jttnior l'ozo".-H. Shears (bou,'), R. Aitken (2), L. ilIoll (;i),
J. Williams (stroke), R. Jeffery (cox), J. South (coach) r,vere again
successful.

Mu,tclen .flozrr'.--Your lept'esentatives at Nagambie 1ve1'e un-
successful.

Ligh,tweight l,Inidert Puit'. -Youl representatives at Nagambie
were successful.

l[aiden EdElht. -Youi' l'eplesentatives at Nagambie '!\'on c]Tis
event easily.

IJpper Yarra Regatta.
25th January, 7947.

Setior trigltt.-B. Johnston (bow), H. Sltears (2), H. l)uncan (:3),
A. H. Clarke (4), F.Fogarty (5), J.Clemens (6), L.Moil Ur,
R. Aitken (stroke), J. Fielden (cox), C. Saleh (coach) wele
unsuccessful.

Junior tright.-W. Waliace (borv), W. 'Irickett (2), f. McCor,r'at't
(:J), J. Molton (4), F.Spencer' (5), J. Mitchell (6), E.Sheai's (7).
J. Fletcher'(stroke), M. Mounsey (cox), J. L. Mounsey (coach) u-ei'e
unsuccessful.

illaiden l,'out'No. 1.-G. Hyett (boiv), N. Mackie (2), H. ])avies
(il), R. Smith (stloke),1\I. Mounsey (cox), A.P.Miller'(coach) u.on
their' heat but wele utlslrccessful in the semi-final.

tluirle'n F-our No. 2.--\,\r. Moi'r'ison (bow), T. Payton (2), \1-.
Sl-re:rls (:j), J.Sheals (sti'oke), J. llur'1rhy (cox), K. Bilney (coach)
wele unsuccellsfui.

Lightrt,eight ilIuidett. Irottt'.- Ii. Milnei' (bor,r'), N. Mon'ison (2),
G. Robertson (ii), A. Il. Brown (stloke), R. Jeffr'ey (cox), il. Stirling
(coach) w-ere unsuccessful.

Albert Park Regatta.
27th January, '1947.

The same cle\vs as for the Upper Yan'a Regatta, with the addition
of a Senior Pair represented your Club at this legatta"

Senior Pair. -G. Smith, junr'. (bow), K. Smitir (stloke), B.
Jeffr'ey (cox), G. Smith, senl'. (coach).

All crews \Ye1'e unsuccessfui.

Ballarat Regatta.
1st March, 1947.

Junior Eight.-\\r. Wallace (bor,r'), trV. Trickett (2), H. I)uncarl
(3), J. Mitchell (4), J.Neill (5), J. tr\rilliams (6), B. Johnston (7j,
H. Sheals (stroke), B. Jelfery (cox), J. South (coach) won easily.

Maiden Eight.-*W. Morrison (bow), J. Shears (2), F. Kain (3),
B. Burke (4),I.Green (5), N. Mackie (6), W.Shears (7), G.Smith
(stroke), \Y. Bearnes (cox) , J.L.Mounsey (coach) were unsuccessful.

Liglt,twe'ight Maide'tt Four. -A. Kohn (bow), \V. Craddock (2),
G. Robertson (3), A.D.Brown (stroke) wel'e unsuccessful.

Li,oltttueight Maiden Pair. - T. Payton (bow), C. Mur.rell
(stroke), J. Murpiry (cox), G. Sntith, junr. (coach) \\,ere unsuceessful.

i
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Barrvon Re
Sth March,

' Junior Ei{tht. Youl i'epresentat
u'inning double.

Maielen Eigltt. Youl representa
cessful.

Li,glfi'weigltt llu'iden FotLt'. You
\\'cre unsuccessful.

Liohtu,eigltt il'Idrlett I'u'ir. Youl r

unsuccessful.

Bairnsdale I
5th Aprii,

Juytior Eigltt. R. Johnston (bolv
(jl), J. Falmei' (a), L. Moll (5), R
Shears (stloke), R. Jeffer'1, (cox), P. 1\

easi ly.
J utri,ot' F'ottt'. R. Johnstorr ( borv,

H. Sheals (stloke), B. Jeffelr, (cox
snccessful.

Mo,idett Eigltt. J. Saundels (bor
\Yhitc (3), J. Chil.ty (,1), R. Kain (5
(7), M. F. Jeffc'r'ies (stroke), \\i. Rear
\\'el'e LlnsLlccessful.

X,Iaiden lrotrt'.-W. Mollison (bou
(:l). J. Sheals (stloke), J. Mur'ph1' (<:

r-rr"rsuccessful.
Mcttden I)rtit'. V. Moll (boiv), I

(cox), R. Thulsfield (coach) \\'el'e uni
LiglLtuteight lluirlt'tt [>ait'.--O. I

(stloke), B. L5'trch (cox), S. G. Richat',

Bairnsdale tr
7th April, I

J ttni,o,r Ili11ltt.--Y our' 
_ 
r'epl'esentat

rvele again successful in this event.
J unior F ou,t'.-_Y oul' 1'epresentative

unsuccessful.
l[oidett Eight.- The cl'ew- of th

unsuccessful.
M aiden F ou,t".-Y oul' I'epl'esentatir
M aiden P air.-Y ou1' l'epl'esentativ

again unsuccessful.
Lightu:eight fl[aideri Pair.-This c

, Metropolitan Spri
14th Septembe

il ouice Eigltt.--J. Stubley (born,),
K. Connolly (4), I. Gleen (5), M. Jefl
(stroke), trY. Bearnes (cox), G. Smith,
the final.

Noui,ce F'o'ur" No. 1.-E. White (t
(;ri), R. Fuilagar' (stroke), J. South (c
clefeated in the final.

t
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Barwon Regatta.
Sth March, 1947.

Juruior Eight. Yout' r'epresentatives at Ballarat compieted a

rviruring double.
Mairlen Eight.- Youl replesentatives at Ballarat were ullsuc-

cess ful.
Ligltt'weight llltdrlen F'ozr'.--'Your lepresentatives at Rallarat

\\-el'e unsllccessfui.
Liohttueight M aidett Pair. - Your" r'epr:esentatives at Ballarat rvere

unsuccessful.

Bairnsdale Regatta.
5th Aprii, 1947.

Jun'iot' Eiglft. R. Johnston (borv), J. Fletcher (2), H. I)uncan
(il), J. Falnlei'(4), L. Moll (5), R.Aitken (6), J.Neill (7), U.
Shears (stroke), R. Jeffely (cox), P. M. Wade (coach) won this event
easily.

imdor Fott. -R. Johuston (borv,) R. Aitken (2\, J.Neill (3),
H. Shears (stloke), B. Jeffer'5, (cox), P. M. Wade (coach) wel'e
sr-rccessful.

Maicl.ett Eight. J. Saundels (bow), i. W. Petelson (2), E. C'
White (3), J. Chitty (4),IJ.Kain (5), K. Wilsoll (6), G. Roberts-on
(?), M. F.'Jefferies'(stroke), \Y. Reames (cox), K. Connolly (coach)
\\,ele unstlccessful .

Maiden l'otLt'.-W. Mon'ison (bou'). H. Mahoney (2), W. Sheals
(:l), J.Sheats (stroke), J. Murphy (cox), A.P.Miller' (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Mairlerr. I'uit'. V. Moll (borv), I). Macrae (stroke), R. Lynch
(cox), R. Thulsfield (coach) wel'e unsuccessful.

LiglLtuteigltt Nluidett Pair.-O. Broughton - 
(bow), K. Peterson

(stloke), B. Lynch (cox), S. G. Richal'dson (coach) fl'el'e unsuecessful.

Bairnsdale Regatta.
7th April, 1947.

,Iunior Eiylltt.- -Youl lepresentatives at the Saturdav Regatta
rvere again successfui in this event.

Junior Fou't'.--Youl' 1'epresentatives at the Saturday Regatta rvere
unsuccessful.

fl[u,iden Eight.- "fhe crew- of the previous regatta was again
tursuccessful.

Mo,iden pouv.-\sut' replesentatives were unsuccessful.
Maiden Pair.-You1' repl'esentatives of the previous regatta rvele

again unsuccessful.- 
Ligltttr:ei,grht Matclen Pair.-This crew was again unsuccessful'

M et r o' 
?lr* T,SHI",.: % 

B e s a tt a'

)iouice tigltt.--J. Stubley (borry;, J. Lemaire (2), B. F. Eain (|),
K. Connollv (4),I. Green (5), M.Jeffries (6), J.Hill (7), !. S4i!h
{stloke), W. Beams,s (cox), G. Smith, junr. (coach) were defeated in
the final.

Noaice fr'ouTNo. 1.-E. White (bow), N. i\{ackey (2), G. Hyett
(:ri), R. Fuilagal(stroke), J. South (cox), P. Trouchett (coach) were
defeated in the flnal.
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Your congratulations are extended to Co4o Bqy $oying Club on
their fine performance in winning the Senior Premiership.

Junior.
Points.
.66
.56
.54

DOOL
30

Shepparton
Ballarat City
Bendigo .. . .

Rutherglen . .

Colac . .
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being I. O. Black bow, D. Crichton (
(stroke), B. Jeffery (cox).
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This event was won by W. Morri
B. Jeffery (cox) from a field of t4 ct
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It is many years since Mr. J. G. S

for this event which has become a I
activities. The interest of members
as the large number of crews comPl
year proves. Last year the event
Wilkinson (2), H. Duncan (3), H. Sh
(6), F. Spencer (7), R. Beaton
45 minutes 20 seconds.
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The Captain, Mr. A. H. Clarke, P

among members. Only a few points
and the result will not be known un
Time Trial on the day of the Annual
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tea in the Gymnasium when a very
to mark the opening of the season.
the President was an added attracti<
are conveyed to Mr'. I)eane Morgan
function.
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Noaice Four No.2.-W. Blakeley (bow), W. Young (2), J. Baker
(3), K. Summerfield (stroke), J. Murphy (cox), J. Robertson (coach)
were ullsuccessful.

Ligh,tweight Nouice Four No. 1.-0. Broughton (bow),-K. Peter-
son (i\, A.-Kohn (3), W. Craddock (stroke), C. W'ard (coach)
were unsuccessful.

Lightweigh,t Four" No. 2.-J. Erickson (,bory), L.. Poor.e (2),
R. Francis (3), D. McDonough (stroke), D. Stirling (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Novice Regatta.
10th May, 1947.

Nouice Four No. 1.-P. Parker (bow), J. Saunders (2), C. Dawson
(3), M. Jeffries (stroke), J. Murphy (cox), K. Connolly (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Noaice Four No. 2.-F. Volk (bow), J. Bradshaw (2), D. Roche
(3), G. Bade (stroke), B. Jeffery (cox), W. Gray (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Lightxueight Noaice Four.-K. Leggett (bow), D. Cliclto\- (2),
G. Rob"ertson-(3), W. Craddock (stroke), B. Jeffery (cox), H. Shears
(coach) won this event.

Noaice Pair.-W. Blakeley (bow), K. Summerfield (stroke), W.
Bailey (cox) were unsuccessful.

Lightuei,ght Noaice Pair.-O. B-roughton (bow),. K. -Peterson
(stroke) , J." Murphy (cox), S. G. Richardson (coach) were
unsuccessful.

Nouice Scull.-Y. Moll was unsuccessful.

Premierships.
PREMIERSHIP POINTS.

Senior.

Club.
Corio Bay
Banks
Richmond
Preston . .

Footscray

Points.
.52
.26
.16
.10
.8

Club.
South Melbourne
Rutherglen . . ..
Melbourne . .

Mercantile ..

Club.
Bairnsdale . .

Nagambie ..
South Melboulne
Wendouree . .

Sale.. ..
Footscray ..

Points.
8
4
o
D
o
D

CIub.
Mercantile ..
Mildura .. .. .. ..
Melbourne ..
Richmond ..
Banks ..
Corio Bay .. ..
Yarra Yarra ..
Barwon .. ..
Wahgunyah
Hawthorn ..
Albert Park ..

Points.

44

30

10
8
5
4
4
4
4
4
2
2
2

24
20
L2
L2
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Head of the River.
Your congratulations are extended to Wesley Col.lege on their

success in this event and to the coxswain, J. Fielden, who has been a
successful coxswain with the CIub.

The relationship between Scotch College and the Club continuqd
on the same happy'level thanks to the co--operation of the Captain
of Boats, and Mr. Mitchell with the Club Executive.

CIub Races.
PRESIDENT'S FOURS - 21st September, 1946.

Eighteen crews competed for trophies donated by Mr. A. L.
Dobbie; the winning clew was W. Morrison (bow), J. Fletcher (2),
H. Davies (3), G. Epstein (stroke), J. South (cox).

PICKEN-WILLIAMS EIGHTS -24th May, 1947.
Once again the Club is indebted to these two esteemed members

who generousiy donated the trophies for this event which attracted an
entry of 72 members. The race was rron by A. Abromwich (bow),
J. Shears (2), W. Morrison (3), D.Crichton (4), H. Duncan (5),
R. Smith (6), H.Shears (7), G.Epstein (stroke), B. Jeffery (cox).

CLUB FOURS - 7th June, 1947.

An entry of 12 crews was received for this event, the winning crew
being I. O. Black bow, D. Crichton (2), W. Wallaee (3), J. Williams
(stroke), B. Jeffery (cox).

CLUB PAIRS - 28th June, 1947.
This event was won by W. Morrison (bow), D. Crichton (stroke),

B. Jeffery (cox) from a field of 14 crews.
SPRIGG TIME TRIAL.

It is many years since Mr. J. G. Sprigg first presented the trophies
for this event which has become a recognised feature of our winter
activities. The interest of members has never flagged over the years
as the large number of crews completing the seven-mile course each
year proves. Last year the event v/as won by V. Moll (bow), C.
Wilkinson (2), H. Duncan (3), H. Shears (4), L. Moll (5), P. Wright
(6), F. Spencer (7) , R. Beaton (stroke), J. French (cox) in
45 minutes 20 seconds.

POINTS COMPETITION.
The Captain, Mr. A. H. Clarke, presented a trophy for competition

among members. Only a few points separate the leading competitors,
and the result will not be known until the completion of the Sprigg
Time Trial on the day of the Annual Meeting. Last year the trophy
donated by Mr. J. Blair-Holt was won by Mr. W. Shears.

Consusains' Trophy.-The shield presented by Mr. M. Bailey for
annual competition among the coxswains, has been won by Master B.
Jeffery, who has won 9 regatta races during the season.

Mr. E. K. Varcoe has presented a trophy for the most improved
coxswain. Master John Murphy is the successful coxswain, and is
to be congratulated on the regularity of his attendance and the service
he has rendered the Club throughout the year.

Social Activities.
Ladies'Day.-More than 60 visitors were entertained at afternoqn

tea in the Gymnasium when a very successful Ladies' Day was held
to mark the opening of the season. Racing for trophies donated by
the President was an added attraction for the visitors. Your thanks
are conveyed to Mr. Deane Morgan for his work in organising this
function.
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Annual Dinner.-The Annuai Dinner was held at "The Victoria"
on the 28th November', and was attended by 120 past and present
members.

Dances.-"The Dorchester" was the scene of severai delightful
dances which proved very popular with all members. Mr. Deane
Morgan was responsible for the success of these functions.

Golf Tournament.-Mr. A. Sloss revived the Banks-Mercantile
Golf Tournament, which was a very populal function in pre-\\:ar years.
An enjoyable day's golf resulted in the cup coming to Mercantile.

General.
Throughout the years of his association with the Club, Mr'.

Harvie Picken has always kept the CIub in the foreground of his
thoughts. A successful oarsman in his younger days, he has retained
his interest in rowing and the Club since giving up competitive rowing.
His attendance at all Club functions, and the donation of trophies
for Club races is an indication of this thought for the welfale of the
Club. With the difficulty of printing and the sholtage of paper the
Annual Report would never have been published in its usual fullness
and style during the war years if it had not been for the good offices of
our old friend, who not only arranged for the publication of the
repolts, but did so at his own expense.

Herb. Shears, Halry Duncan and Jack Shears, who worked so
ably under the direction of Laulie Moll in maintenancing the fleet,
have earned the appreciation of all members.

The Ciub has been fortunate in securing the selvices of Mr'. R.
Roberts for major boat repairs.

To l)eane Morgan and Dave Stirling' your thanks are tendered
for the line ;'ob they have performed in the cleaning of the Club House
during the year.

Masters W. Beams, J. Fielden, B. Jeffery, T. Kendall, B. Lynch,
C. Lynch, M. Mounsey, J. Murphy, J. South and P. Trouchett have
rendered great service as coxswains during the year'.

Your good wishes for future happiness and prospelity are
extended to Messrs. J. McD. Jones, C. Saleh, A. Gordon, J. Hiil,
J. Neill, G. Hyett, N. Watson, A. H. Clarke, K. F. Mollard, W.
Abromwich, and L. Rogers, who joined the ranks of the benedicts
during the year.

To l\fessrs. C. Harry, G. H. Davies, K. Pope, J. Thomas,
G. Epstein, and C. F. Raven, and theil wives we extend our congratu-
lations on additions to their families.

By the transfer on business to Sydney of Ilick Beaton and Frank
Speneer we lost two promising young oa1'smen.

It was pleasing to see Wal. Oberhansli and Peter Wright back in
a boat after a long absence with leg injuries.

The appointment of Alan Gordon to an important position with
U.N.O. in America has temporarily deprived the Club of a valuable
member.

Mr. J. G. Sprigg continues to devote his time to the instluction of
the novice oarsmen s.ith beneficial results to the Club.

Conclusion.
The retiring Committee thank members for their co-operation and

support during the year, and hope that the same assistance r,r'ill be
rendered to the incoming Committee in the approaching season whieh
we face with confidence.

For and on behalf of the Committee,
1V. W. CAIRNES,

Hon. Secretary.

MERCANTILE R
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Addendum.

The thanks of every member are due to the Committee and chief
Executive Offieers for the excellent manner in which they have
conducted the affairs of the Club during the past season. It is because
of this that it is possible for them to present such a satisfactory
Report and Balance SlTeet.

Unfortunately, bcth our Captain, Mr. Hugh Clarke, and our Hon.
Secretary, Mr. N. Cairnes, find it necessary to relinquish these
important offices. They have worthily upheld the traditions of the
many flne officers who have preceded them, and our sincere thanks for
their most valuable work is extended to them.

The Club will stert the 1947-8 season under auspicious conditions.
At no time during its long history has it been in a stronger position,
nor'had amongst its members a better type of young men from which
to produce crews which will keep Mercantile in the vanguard of
competitive rowing.

Consequently it only remains for the sound management which
marked the past year to be maintained and the enthusiastic support
of every member to ensure a very successful season.

A. L. DOBBIE,

President.

Obituary.

AII members \ rer"e shocked to learn of the death, after a short
illness, of oul Treasurer', Mr'. C. A. R. Clarke, at the age of 65 years.
His lecoi'd of service as an executive of the Club is one which will be

hai'd to equal. He was elected to the Executive Committee in 1912,
and became Tleasulel in l-916, u,hich office he held to the time of his
death.

I)uling his :14 years of office, the Club has grown and prospered,
and his capable administration of the Club's finances is reflected in
the prosperitv of the Club to-day. He was knov!'n, liked and respected
tlrroughout the lorn,ing u'olld of Victolia. Alrnays a keen and
enthusiastic Club membet', he rvas known in his youth for the lalge
numbel of Club l'aces in rn hich he tr.'as successful.

Until a foi'tnight plior to his death, he was a regular member of
u,eek-end sci'atch cl'ews, and enjoyed his rowing rvith a pleasure given
to feu, men of his age. The success of his son, Hugh, in the Victorian
Creu, r,i,hich rn'on the King's Cup at Penlith, N.S.W., last year rvas of
great 1n'ide to liim.

He u,as a Life Member of the Ciub.

i
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List of Members, L946-47.
Stirling, D. S.
Stooke, G. F.
Stubley, J.
Syme, R. York
Tatnall, G. F.
Thomas, J. C.
Thursfield, R.W
Tippett, G.
Treharne, A. G.

Bade, G.
Benton, G.
Blakeley, W.
Bradshaw, J. W.
Craddock, W.
Crichton, D.
Douglas, G. F.
Francis, R.

Brooke, D. C.
Bulmeister, C
Burton, A. J.
Butler, L.
Gibbs, A. A.

Dakin, A. E.
Gregg, R. V.

Ahlston, P.
Bourne, G.
Evans, E. A.
Grant, W. J.
Kendall, W. J.

Trickett, W. A,
Trouchett, P. I
Turnbull, W. E
Vanderkelen, P
Varcoe, E. K. .

Wallace, W.
Ward, C. H. M
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.

JUNIOR MEI!
Fullagar, R.
Humphreys, W
Jeffries, M. F.
Kohn, A.
Leggett, J. K.
Moll, V. R.
McDonough, D,
Naylor, D. H.

HONORARY Mtr

Hill, L.
Nicholls, C. J.
O'Reilly, J.
Rush, H. R.
South, J.

COUNTRY ME

Peppard, J.
Ross, W. G.

ASSOCIATE MI
Peterson, C. W
Seamen, J. W.
Smith, U. R.
Stewart, S. C.
Tibbitts, I. D.

LIFtr MEMBERS.

Clarke, C. A. R. (dec'd) KennY, E.
Dobbie, A. L. MounseY, J. L.
Guinn, S. Picken, {, H.
Ivens, P. C. Potter', W.

SENIOR MEMBERS.

Abromwich, W.
Aitken, R. R.
Appleby, J. P.
Aspinail, J. O.
Atkins, A. H.
Bailey, J. H.
Bailey, M.
Baker, J. H.
Benton, B.
Berry, J.
Bilney, K.
Birch, W. C.
Black, I. O.
Blair-Holt, J"
Bland, G. J.
Bligh, A. R.
Bolton, R. S.
Bourke, B. F.
Broughton, O. S"
Brown, A. D.
Browne, F. R.
Cairnes, N. W.
Calder, D. A.
Castieau, G.
Chitty, J. W"
Clark, J. H.
Clarke, A. H.
Clemens, J. R.
Clemens, W. H.
ctiff, R. A.
Cole, G. H.
Connolly, K.
Cooper, K. N.
Cooper, R. A.
Corteen, L. K.
Craig, J.
Davey, G. H.
Davies, M. H.
Day, R.. G.
Dennis, D. C.
Dixon, C. E.
I)obbie, A. W.
Donaldson, J. C.
Dowd, M. C.
Duncan, A. R.
Duncan, G. R.
Duncan, H. D.
Dunstan, J. T.
Eadie, J. H.

Sprigg, J. G
Stooke, V.

Hansen,
rlmesG

Edwards, H. B.
Eliiott, V. G.
Epstein, G. L.
Fairbairn, J. L.
Farmer, J. G.
Ferguson, R.
Fletcher, J. M.
Fogarty, F.
Fosdick, L. V.
French, L. P.
Galvin, V. C.
Gluyas, W. R.
Gray, W. L.
Green, I. M.
Green, M. E.

Moll, L. L. B.
Mollard, K. F.
MoreII, D. R.
Morell, R. T.
Morgan, D.
Morrison, N.
Morrison, W.
Morton, J. C.
Murre1l, C.
McCowan, I.
McCombe, C.
McKay, T.
Mclean, D.
Mclennan, W.
Naylor, M. C. L.
Neill, James
Neill, John
Newport, F.
Nixon, N. V.
Oberhansli, W.
Palfreyman, D. B.
Payton, T.
Pitt, w. G.
Ponsford, H. M.
Pope, K.
Radcliffe, J.
Raven, C. F.
Rees, J.
Richardson, S. G.
Robertson, J. N.
Robertson, G.
Robinson, O. F.
Rogers, L. W.
Rorke, A. T.
Rush, R. T.
Saleh, C.
Sandgrson, S.O.
Sheppard, G.
Shears, E.
Shears, H. P.
Shears, J. D.
Shears, T. W.
Sloss, A.
Smith, G., junr.
Smith, G. M.
Smith, K.
Smith, R.
Soward, R. S.
Spencer, H. T.

G. H.
M.E

Harry, C. M.
Hemming, P.
Hidgcock, W.
Hill, J.
Hiilard, L.
Hiller, G. R.
Holyman, G. I.
Horder, G. J.
Hyett, G. S.
Johnson, G. B.
Johnston, S. C.
Jones, J. McD.
Kain, B. F.
Kerr', P.
Kerr, R. J.
Kelrigan, N.
Koch, A.
Leddin, L. G.
Lemaire, J. E.
Lillistone, V. R.
Lindblade, A. G.
Long, l).
Macartney, J.
Macfallane, J. M
Macpherson, P.
Macrae, D. M.
Mahoney, H.
Marsh, T. W.
Meates, R. W.
Miller, A. P.
Milner', R.
Mitchell, J. T.
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Stirling, D. S.
Stooke, G. F.
Stubley, J.
Syme, R. York
Tatnall, G. F.
Thomas, J. C.
Thursfield, R.W.
Tippett, G.
Treharne, A. G.

Trickett, W. A.
Trouchett, P.A.
Turnbull, W. R.
Vanderkelen, P.
Varcoe, tr. K. L.
Wallace, W.
Ward, C. H. M.
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.

White, E. C.
White, H. R. H
\Yilkinson, C.
Williams, J.
Williams, M. S
Wilson, K"
Wright, P.
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