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MERCAI{TILE ROWII{G CLUB
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Princes Bridge,

Melbourne.

2tttl Jutte, 1951.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Seventy-first

ANNUAL MEETING of the MERCANTILE ROWING

CLUB will be held at the CLUB HOUSE on SATURDAY,

30th JUNE, 1951, at 7.45 p.m. (The Annual Smoke Night
will be held at the conclusion of the Meeting.)

BUSINESS:

1. To receive and adopt the Annual Report and Balance Sheet.

2. To confirm the Minutes of the Plevious General Meeting.

:1. To elect Office-Bearers for the ensuing year.

4. Presentation of Trophies.

5. General.

Nominations for Office-Bearers for the ensuing year will close
at the Club House at 4 p.m., Saturday, 23rd June, 1951.

By older of the Committee,

W. T. MORRISON,

Hon. Secretary.
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THE SBYENTY.FIRST
ANNI]AL REPORT

OF THE

Mercantil.e Rowing Club
To the Members of the Mercantile Rowing CIub:

Your Committee has pleasure in submitting for your considela-
tion the 71st Annual Report and Balance Sheet for the year ended
31st May, 1951.

It id'gratifying to be able to report on the success ?chieved by
the Club 

-in 
sei-rioi rowing during the past season. The promise

indicated in the senior and-junior ranks over the past two years has
been fulfilled this season, and at the conclusion of regatta racing for
the year', the Ctub was in the foltunate position of having sixteen
men who had won senior races during the year.

Of the severl senior eight-oared races during the season, y-our
club rn'as successful in five. These races included the Gilbey Cup
at the V.R.A. Regatta; the Gland Challenge Cup at Henley,- lfter an
exciting dead-heat with Melboulne University; and the Champion
Eights- of Victoria, which the CIub succeeded i4 lvinqlng for the
firJt time since Season 1935-36. It was not unti=[ the Ballarat and
Barwon Regattas, when youl' leplesentatives we-re d-efeated by
narrow margins by Corio Bay, that youl Club suffered its first reverse
for the season in senior eight-oared races.

Another feature worthy of note in regatta racing, was the fact
that in addition to winning the double senior eiqht at V.R.A. and
Henley Regattas, the Club was also successful in annexing the
Junioi Eig6t double on the same programme, a feat rarely achieved
in the history of these regattas.

The suciess of so m-any members in senior ranks during the
year has seriously depieted the number of men eligible to row in
junior races, and, during the latter half of the season, your selectors
were often hard pressed to muster sufficient members to boat Junior,
Maiden and Lightweight crews. In the Junior Premiership your
Club finished foulth to Banks, Ballarat and Richmond, whilst in the
Lightweight Premiersliip lve had to be content to finish second to
Ballarat.

As nrentioned, the Club is in the fortunate position of having a
number of senior oal'smen from which to select crews in the coming
season. Hou'ever', it is necessary to build up the ranks of Junior,
Maiden and Lightu,eight oarsmen, both to achieve success in these
divisions and to ensure that a leserve is built up from whieh senior
crews may be filled in future years. With this in view, the Committee
requests the co-opelation of all members in attracting likely young men
to the sport.

Country Regattas have again been well supported and members
who made the tr,ip at Christmas and the New Year to attend
Nagambie, Yarrawonga and Rutherglen Regattas and at Easter to
Mildura and Wentworth Regattas have reported a most enjoyable
time at each of these towns. These trips are of undoubted value to
the Club and your Committee heartily commend the Regattas at
country centles as a memorable holiday.
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The King's Cup, rowed this year at Brisbane, resulted in a win
for New South Wales, from Victoria and Western Australia. The
Australian Sculling Championship for the President's Cup was won
by Mr. M. T. Wood, World Amateur Champion, with Victorian
replesentative, Mr. R. V. Rawiins in second place.

Your Ciub was particularly weil represented in the Victorian
crew as, in addition to the Coach and Coxswain, five of your members
rowed in the crew, rvhilst another of your number was one of the
emergencies. To all of the above your congratulations have been
extended.

Two events of importance to Australian rowing have occured
during the past year. In August last Mr'. Merv. Wood of New South
Wales visited the United States of Arnerica and successfully defended
the Philadeiphia Gold Cup against J. Kelly (America) and A. Rowe
(England). In January last an eight-oared crew, comprised of N.S.W.
oarsmen, successfully represented Australia ab the Christchurch
Centennial Games and the New Zealand Championships. On each of
these occasions this crew convincingly defeated a combination repre-
senting the University of California. Your congratulations have been
conveyed to all concerned on so successfully placing Australia to the
forefront of world rorving.

The thanks of all members are once again due to the Social
Committee for conducti.ng this side of the Club's activities during
the past season. It was however a great disappointment to all con-
cerned that so few members supported the Club's Annual Dinner.

A more detailed account of the Club's activities for the season
is submitted for your review.

Financial
Subscriptions received for the past season have shown a

satisfactory increase over previous seasons and the Committee has
pleasure in thanking members for prompt payment.

The slight decrease in the item "Repairs to Boat, Oars and
Shed" is due to the excellent work carried out by the working bee
parties during the winter months. It is to be hoped that more of our
members will come forward to lend a hand in reconditioning the
fleet during the coming winter.

It will be noted that the CIub has paid S167/14/- to the Victorian
Rowing Association this year, as against an average of 543/16/- ove-r
the previous flve years. This amount represents 6/6 per head for
Capitation Fees, 2/- per head for the Olympic Levy and S60 for
your representatives in the King's Cup crew. This and many other
expenses necessary to run a Club the size of Mercantile is proving
a heavy burden to the Club's finances.

Once again our thanks are due to those members who have
helped us considerably with their generous donations.

Executive and Committee
Up to the time of this Report being placed in the hands of the

printers, ten' regular meetings of the Committee have been held.
The attendances were as follows:-
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A complete list of the Club's p
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Deane Morgan B

S. J. Morell 8
R. W. Thursfield 4
A. L. Dobbie 4
G. T. Hastie . .. 2
Lawrie Moli Scull

J. H. Bailey .. 8
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MERCANTILE ROWING CLUB

MembershiP '

Although the total numher of members of the club sh_ows only
a slighf deirease on last season's total, the- number of members wfio
comp?ed at iegattas during the sealon has droppe.d colsiderably
on iecent yearsr figures. As previously mentioned - 

in this report,
this is a mitte, of Some concerir and sorirething which every member
should do his utmost to correct.

5

The

Deane Morgan B

S. J. Morell 8
R. W. Thursfield 4
A. L. Dobbie 4
G. T. Hastie . .. 2
Lawrie Moll Scull

S. C. Macrae
C. F. Raven
J. L. Mounsey
C. J. Nicholis
G. J. Horder
V. F. Mason

as follows:

.'

8
8
8
8
8
4

membership now stands
Life Members
Senior Members
Junior Members ..
Honorary Members
Country Mernbers ..
Associate Members . .

I
145
31
26
13
15

Total .. 239

Donations
The CIub desires to place on record its appreciation of material

assistance from the following, to whbm we convey your sincere thanks:
the famiiy of the late Sir Steph*en lVIoreII, th_e_ Harlequin Club, Messrs.
M. Bailey, J. W. Beattie, F: R. B19w1e, $. -Clerympr-rs,-.Ii.. 

Davies,
A- l. Do"b'bie, S. Guinn, Itr. Kenny, W. Lew-is,--A.-9: Lindblade, D.. J.
Morgan, J. L. Mounsey, G. R. B. Paterson, J. H. Picken, J. G. Sprigg,
M. S. Williams and J. Wiiliams. ')

Boats and Oars
A compiete list of the club's present fleet is set out hereunder:

RACING BOATS PRACTICE BOATS TUB BOATS
N. W. Cairnes 4
E. K. Varcoe 4
J. H. Picken 2
A. G. Lindblade 2
J. Watson 2
Scull No. 1
Scull No. 2

J. H. Bailey 8

CLINKER RACING
J. G. Sprigg 8 L. B. Weire . . 4

It will be noted that several craft have disappeared from the
list of the Club's fleet during the year. The clinker racing eight
"E. Kenny" was sold during the season to Huonville Eowing CJo!,
Tasmaniaj ttre two practice fours, "A. P. Milier" and "H. G. Taylor"
were disposed of to the Warnambool Rowing.Club,-and the Tub Four
"S. Guinln" was sold to the Mercantile Rowing C1ub, Tasmania. In
addition to these ct:aft, the best and best eight "S. J. MoreII" is also
listed as being for sale and at the time of this Rep-ort being. placed
in the hands of tne printer', negotiations were still proceeding for
the sale of this boat.- It will also be noted that the clinker racing
eight "A. R. Shannon"_ has disappeared from the list of the Club's
flJet; it has been decided to sclap this craft for the s?lvage of fittings,
this course being mole economical than the sale of the boat outright.
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Two new boats have been added to the fleet since the last
Report, and a number of new boats are on order. The best and best
racing eight "Westralia", purchased from the Western Australian
Rowing Association at the conclusion of last season, was renamed
the "Deane Morgan" and made an auspicious debut by being successful
in the first five races in which it competed. Early in the year the
Club took deiivery of a new tub four from H. Lounder of Adelaide,
which was subsequently christened the "E. K. Varcoe", this craft has
also proved a welcome addition to the Club's fleet.

During the season orders were placed with Mr. Lounder for three
new tub pairs and an additional tub four. Delivery of these boats is
expected to commence early in the new season. The Club also has on
order from Mr. G. Green of Sydney a new racing eight and racing
four, and from Messrs. Geo. Towns & Sons a new racing four;
however, due to shortages of labour and materials, deiivery of these
craft is stiil indefinite.

Rowing

Australian Championships
5th May, 1951

The Australian Eight-oared Championship for the King's Cup
was l'owed at Brisbane, all six States competing. This race resulted
in a win for New South Wales, whose representatives were almost
identical with the crew that defeated the University of California
at Christchurch in January last. The Victorian crew rowed extremely
well to finish second, one length behind New South Wales and two
lengths in front of Western Australia, who rvele placed third.

Victoria was represented by: W. Wallace (Mercantile), bow;
N. Howell (Preston),2; H. D. Duncan (Mercantile),3; D. Ollitr
(Mercantile), 4; G. Barrett (University), 5; W. O. Granowski (Mer-
cant_ile),__6,; T..Hoffman (Corio Bay), 7-;, R. R. Aitken (Mercantile),
stroke; W. Bailey (Melcantile), cox; N. W. Cair.nes (Mercantile).
coach; urith.W. Craig (Mercantile) and N. P. Everist (Corio BayI
as emergencres.

MERCANTILE R(
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the same day and was won by M.
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State Champior

ChamTtion Eiglzts.-This event '

course on 17th February, 1951, att
Your Club was successful in this
1935-36, winning convincingiy fiom
Preston and South Melbourne finisl
crew was as follows: W. L. Walla<
D. Duncan (3), D. Olliff (4), W. J. (

R. G. Day (7), J. D. Shears (str
Cairnes (coach).

Clrumpton Fours.-This race w
course on the Lower Yarra on Satu.
crews competing. After an exciting
by the narrow margin of 1 foot from
third place. Your Club was repres(
D. Oltitr (2), W. J. Craig (3), R.
(cox), H. P. Shears (coach)-

Champion Putrs.-Rowed at Na
resulted in a win for Preston from
third place. Your representatives in
(bow), H. P. Shears (stroke), W. l

Clrampion Sculls.-This 2f mile
the Lower Yarua on l-?th Februar;
R. Rawlins (Melbourne), from J. Er
was not represented in this event.

2,000 Metre Sculling Champions
Lower Yama on 16th December. r

Rawlins (Melbourne), from J. Eva
was represented by J. Forsyth.

Clt ampion Juni,or Eiglzts.-This
metre course on the Lower Yarra on
Banks were successful by a canvas
in third place. Your representativ
D. Scales (2), W" !\Theatland (3), l
(5), B. J. Doyle (6), S. M. Smith
Harrison (cox),. J. D. Shears (coar

Chnmpion Lightweigh,t E ig h,ts.-
21st April, resulted in a win for B
Baru,on. Your Club rvas not repres

Coaching
The Club is indebted to the following gentlemen who have clevoted

so much time to the coaching of crews during the season: Messrs.
H. B. Burke, N. W. Cairnes, G. B. Johnson, L. L. B. MoIl, D. J"
Morgan, J. N. Robertson, H. P. Shears, J.'D. Shears and E. C. White.
It is unfortunate, both from the point of view of the individual and
the Club, that the number of coaches available have been so few and
that so many of the Club's crews were forced to train, either coached
on a part time basis, or with no eoach at all. One instance of this
was at Upper Yarxa and Albert Park Regattas when, with oniy four
crews competing, regular coaching rn as available for only one of
these crews for the full period of their training. The importance of
good coaching for crews cannot be too greatly stressed, and it should
be the duty of every member, so fltted for the task, to coach at least
one crew during the season.

To Messrs. A. G. Lindblade, F. R. Brow-ne and other members
who, during the year, have given so much to the teaching of novices,
we extend our thanks and ai the same time regret that they are so
few in number.
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The Sculting championship for the President's cuo was held on

the same day and--;;.'";; b^y-Ifr.T. Wdd ot N"*'South Wales,
from R. V. Rawlins of Victoria.

To the successful New South Wales crew,,who 
-w-on 

the-Champion-

"t,in 
?or 

-it 
u to"rlt 

-successive 
year, and to Merv. Wood who won the

3"i1r f"r-th;;il1h successive year,'we extend our sincerest congratu-
lations.

It wili be noted that your CIub u'as palticularly welt-represented
in interstate rowing b, W. L. Wallacg'(!qy), 4l D, Dur-r-c-an (p),
il. tiiiitr f al. W. O.-Cir"o*ski (6), R. R. Aitken (stroke),. W. Bailev
(cox). N.'W. Cairnes (coach), and W.-Craig (em.ergencyl l-ln. aqd]-
t\o" iltr. J. South, a member of'your Cl-gbt was again one of Victoria's
S;f;;i;;.. ft is -u"v y"urs sin6e the CIub was sb well represented in
an interstate crervl"urd to all the above g-entlemen we extend our
heartiesi congratuiations on well merited honours'

State ChamPionshiP Events

cha,mpion Eights.-This gvent was rowed on the Lor,ver Yarra
.o"r."'or.r'17ah F"ebruary, 1951, attracting an e_ntry- o{ fiye crews.
Yorli CIub was successiul in this event for the flrst time since
ig"3"5-SO-,^ ;inning -convincingiy fjom Corio B-ay, wit.l- Albert IrT1.,
Frlrto" urrO Soirtfr- Melbouine flnishing, in that order. The Club's
i."i-*u* u= iotio*s: W. L. Wallace'(bow), B. E'4itken (.2),.F'
ij.-n"".u" (gi, o. onir (4), w.;I. Claig (-Q,W..o. Granorv.Ei (9),
R: G.-D;v'(z), .r. D. Sheirs (stroke)-, W. Bailev (cox), N' w'
Cairnes (coach).

ch,ampion Fou,rs.-This race was rowed over the 2,000^ m9tl9
.orrrs" on'the Lower Yarra on Saturday, 16th December, 1950, eig^h!

".e*s 
competing. After an exciting race, CqTio Bqy u1e-1e sugcesstul

by the narrow margin of 1 foot from Mercantile, with-A1bert Park in
Ifiira-pU.".- Yorrrttuf was .represented^by: H.. D- Pq'e-t (!oy),
ij.-ofir-(z)-w. J. Craig (3i, R. R. Aitken (stroke), W. Bailev
(cox), H. P. Shears (coach).

champion Pai,rs.-Rowed at Nagambie on 26th D.e-cembe1, 195.0,
.esulted iri a win for Preston from Melbourne, with Albert Park in
ihir"a-pi"a;. your representativell_in this event were: W. L. Wallace
(bow)', H. P. Shears (stroke), W. Bailey (cox).

ch,ampion sculls.-This 2f- mile event was rowed downstream on
the Lowei yairia on l7th February, 1951, resulting i, g_ win^for
ii.-n"*ii". (Melbourne), from J' E'izans (Yarra Yarra) ' Your CIub
was not represented in this event.

2,OOO Metre Sculting championship.-Rowed downstream on the
Lowei yarra on l6th-December, resulted in a good ryin for.-{.
n"*ii"s (Melbour.re), from J. Evans (Yarra Yarra). Your Club
was represented by J. ForsYth.

Ch,ampion Jurutor Ei,glLtg.-This race was rowed over the 2,000
metre couise on the Lowel Yarra on 21st April, six crews competing.
Banks were successful by a canvas from Mercantile, with Richmond
i"-tf,ira place. Your representatives were: W. Rog.ers- (bow), J.
D. Scales'(2), W" \\Thea.tland (3), -F. W. Sheph".-q .(4),.M. ]\{qrr1v
(5); E. J.'Doyle (6), S: M. Smith- (7), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P.
Harrison (cox), J. D. Shears (coach).

Chnmpion Lighttaeigh,t Eights.-Rowed on the Lower Yarra on
21st Aprii, result"ed in h win'for Ballar-a!, flop Ballarat City and
Barwon. Your Club was not represented jn this event.
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Cltampi,on Liglttueight Fours.-This event was rowed on the
Lower Yarra course cver 2rA00 metres, on 16th December, 1-950,
Corio Bay winning from Albert Park and Banks. Your CIub was
represented by: E. C..White (bow), R. H. Richardson (2), J. N.
Robertson (3), A. B. Kohn (stroke), M. Lee (cox), D. J. Morgan
(coach).

Champion Lightweight Pairs.-Rowed at Nagambie on 26th
December, 1950, resulted in a convincing win for Mercantile from
Aibert Park. The Club's crew was as follows: J. N. Robertson (bow),
A. B. Kohn (stroke), P. Wilson (cox).

Regattas

Melbourne Regatta
18th November, 1950

Senior EiglLt.-W. L. Wailace (bow), P. Macpherson (2), J.
Rowe (3), D.OIlitr (4), H. I). f)uncan (5), L. L. B. Moll (6), W.
J. Craig (7), R.R. Aitken (stloke), W. Bailey (cox), H.P.Shears
(coach), aftel an exciting race, won this event from University by
two feet.

Double Sculls.-J. Williams combined with R. Rawlins (Mel-
bourne) in this event and won convincingly. T. W. Shears and H.
P. Shears also started, finishing second

Juiior Eigllt.--S,. M. Smith (bow), J.D.Scales (2), W.Rogers
(3), J.Peterson (4), F. Noble (5), W.O. Granowski (6), R. G.
Day (7),J.D.Shears (stroke), M. Lee (cox), N. W.Cairnes (coach),
won the heat and flnal of this event in fine style.

Juteior Four'.-W. T. Morrison (bow), N. Browning (2), J. N.
Robertson (3), A.B. Kohn (stroke), P. Haruison (cox), D.J.Morgan
(eoach), were successful in the heat, but were defeated in the final.

Maiden Eight.-A. Batiste (bow), R. Lennon (2), C. Lewis (3),
C. G-eroe (a), R.Liddle (5), K.Wilson (6), L.Ackland (7), G.
Wischer (stroke), P. Hoppe (cox), H. Burke (coach),'were defeated.

MERCANTII,E RO

Ju.nior Eight.-S. M. Smith (bov
(3), J. Peterson (4), f'. Noble (5)
Day (7), J. D. Sheals (stroke), M. Le
were again untroubled to win the he
completing a fine double.

Junio'r F out".-Y our rellresentatir
heated in the heat of this event, but r,r

fr[aiden Eigltt.-The clew u,hich
were again unsllccessful.

Nagambie I
26th Decemh

Senior Four.-J. M. Ferguson (t
(3), R. R. Aitken (stloke), W. Baile
were unsuccessful.

Senior Pairy'.-W. Wallace (bow
Bailey (cox), were defeated.

Junior Fou,r.-P'. G. Day (bow),
J. D. Shears (stroke), M. Lee (cox)
unsuccessful.

Junior Pair.-R. G. Day (bow),
Wilson (cox), were defeated.

Maideru EiglLt.-A. Batiste (tror
(3), L. Ackland (4), G. Geroe (5),
N. Marr (stroke), P. Hoppe (cox),
unsuccessful.

Lit)h.tueisht Four.-tr. C. White
Robertson (3), A. B. Kohn (stroke)
(coach), were defeated.

LightLleiglzt Pair.-J. N. Rober,ts
P. Wilson (cox), scored a fine win.

Yarrawonga
30th Decemb<

Senior Four'.-W. Wallace (born
Ferguson (3), R. R. Aitken (stloke),
(coach), \A,'ere unsuccessful.

Senior Pair.-Your renresentativ
defeated in this event.

Junior Pair.-The crew of the
unsuccessful.

M aiden E ig h,t.-Your representat
ful in this event.

Lightu;eigh,t Four.-The crew wh
previous Regatta was again defeated.

Ligh,ttueigltt Pair.-Yout: Nagar
event easily.

Li,ghttaeight .Pair.-8. C. White (bow),
(stroke), P. Wilson (cox), J. D. Shears (coach
in the heat and final of this event.

R. H. Richardson
), scored a good win

Ho,ndico,Tt Sculls,-K. Bilney was unsuccessful.

Henley Regatta
25th November, 1950

Senior Eiglfi.-W. L. Wallace (bow), P. Macpherson (2), J.
Rowe (3), D. O1litr (4), H. I). Duncan (5), L.L. B. Moll (6), W.
J. Craig (7), R.R. Aitken (stroke), W. Bailey (cox), H.P.Shears
(coach), won their heat by 3 feet from Sydney Rowing Club and,
after another exciting lace, dead-heated with University in the final.
The race was re-rowed the following morning, and your representa-
tives won by a canvas, thus completing the double.

Double Sculls.-J. William and R. Rawlins were again successful
in this event, completing the double.

Silaer Sculls.-K. Bilney was defeated.
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Jutdor EiglLt.-1. M. Smith (bow), J. D. Scales (2), W. Rpgels
(3), J.Peterson (4), F. Noble (5), W. O. -Granowski (6), R.-q.
Day (7), J. D. Shears (stroke), M. Lee (cox),-N.-W.-C?irnes (coac!),
weie'again untroubled to win the heat and flnal of this event, thus
completing a fine double.

Junior Four.-Your lepresentatives at Melbourne Regatta- de-ad-
heated in the heat of this event, but were defeated in the semi-final.

Maiden Ei.gllt.-The crew which raced at the previous regatta
were again unsuccessful.

Nagambie Regatta
26th December, 1950

Senior Four.-J. M. Ferguson (bow), D. O1liff (2), W- J. Crllg
(3), R.R. Aitken (stloke), W. Bailey (cox), H.P.Shears (coach),
wele unsuccessful.

Sertior Pair.-W. Wallace (bow), H. P. Sheals (stroke), W"
Bailey (cox), were defeated.

Junior Fou.r.-R. G. Day (bow), J. Peterson (2), F. Noble (3),
J. D. Shears (stroke), M. Lee (cox), N.W.Cairnes (coach), were
unsuccessful.

Junior Pair.-R. G. Day (bow), W. O. Granowski (stroke), P.
Wilson (cox), were defeated.

Maiden Eight.-A. Batiste (bow), R. Lennon (2), -R. Liddle
(3), L. Ackland (4), G. Geroe (5), 4. Wilsln -(6)-, q. Lewis (7),
N.'Marr (stroke), P. Hoppe (cox), L. L. B. Moll (coach), were
unsuccessful.

Lighttueigh.t Four.-E. C. White (bow), J.D.Shears -(2), J. N.
Robertson (3), A.B. Kohn (stroke), M. Lee (cox), D.J. Morgan
(coach), were defeated.

Lightrueigltt Pair.-J. N. Robertson (bow), A. B. Kohn (stroke),
P. Wilson (cox), scored a fine win.

Yarrawonga Regatta
30th December, 1950

Senio,r Four.-W. Wallace (bow), P. Macpherson (2), J. M.
Ferguson (3), R.R. Aitken (stroke), W. Bailey (cox), H.P.Shears
(coach), \ rere unsuccessful.

Senior PaiT .-Your representatives at Nagambie were narrowly
defeated in this event.

Jttni,ot" Pair.-The crew of the previous Regatta was again
unsuccessful.

Maiden Eigh,t.-Your Ieplesentatives at Nagambie were Success-
ful in this event.

Ligh,tr,ueigh,t lvouT .-The crew which represented the Club at the
previous Regatta was again defeated.

Lightu)eight Pair.-Your Nagambie representatives won this
event easily.
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Rutherglen Regatta
lst January, 1951

senior Four.-The crew rvhich represented your club at Yarra-
wonga were successful in this event by -! of a length.

senior Pair.-Yortt. representatives at the previous Regattas
scoled a fine win in this event.

Junior Four.-Your Nagambie representatives were defeated.
Juniol" Pa,ir.-Yout: lepresentatives were successful in this event.
Maide"n. Ei,gltt.-This clew was unsuccessful.
Lightweigh,t Four.-The crew, which represented.your Club at

the previous regattas, scored a good win in this event.
Lightweigltt Pu,it"s.-This clew was again successful, registering

their fourth win in seven days.

MERCANTILE R

Ballarat I
24th Februt

Senior Eigltt.-W. L. Wallace
I)uncan (3), D. Ollitr (4), \Y. J. C
R. G. Day (7), J. D. Shears (st
Cairnes (coach), youl' Senior Eight
season in this race, going down to C

Junior Four.--M. Mr"u'r'ay (bow
(3), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P. Halris
u'ere defeated.

JunioY Paii'.-S. M. Smith (bow
(cox), L. L. B. Moll, were unsuccesl

Maidett Eight.-F,. C. White
Molganti (3), B. Taylor' (4), G. \
n. J. Pickwell (7), B. J. Doyle (t
Shears (coach), were narrowly defe

Barwon I
3rd Marc

Senior Eight.-\Y. L. Wallace
Duncan (3), R. R. Aitken (4), W.
(6), R. G. Day (7), J. D. Shears
length.

Juttior Four.-M. Murray (bow
(3), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P. Halrir
won the heat and final of this evenl

Ma,iden Eight.-Your Ballalat
but u'ele defeated in the fina1 by th

Mildura l

24th Mart

Senior Four.-T. W. Shears (I
Moll (3), H. P. Sheals (stroke), W

Senior Pair.-T. W. Sheals (t
Bailey (cox), \\rere unsuccessful.

Ju"nior Eigltt.-E C. White (bo
Sheals (3), l). J. Crichton (4), J
(6), W. Wheatland (7), A. B. Kohr
their heat, but were clefeated in tht

Junio+" Four.-J. N. Robertso.
Wheatland (3), A. B. Kohn (strol
heat, but were defeated in the fina

Maiden Pair.-J. Morganti (bo
(cox), were defeated.

IJpper Yarra Regatta
27th January, 1951

SenioT Ei,ght.-W. L. WaIIace (borv), J. P-eterson -(2)r {'. \oble(3), D. Ollitr" (4), W. J. Craig (.5-)-, y:.-O. GranowSli-(-6),--4. G.
D;i fi\, J. D. Shears (strokeJ, W. Baiiey (cox), N.W. Cairnes
(colcti), 'scored a convincing win from Corio Bay and Albert Park.

Seniw Fo'uT .-IJ. D. Duncan (bow), H. P. Shears (2), L. L. B.
MolI (3), R.R.Aitken (stroke), P. Hoppe (cox), won this event.

Junior Four.-R. Williams (bow), P.F.Moloughney (2),,S. M.
Smith (3), B. J. Doyle (stroke), P. Wilson (-cox), P.J.Morgan
(coach), won their heat, but were defeated in the final.

Lightweisht EiglLt.-A. Batiste (qow-),_8, .H. M-a-rt1n (2)-, W..T.
Morris"on (3t, R.H. Richardson (4), E.C.White (5)-.D. J. Crichton
(6), J.N.'Roberston (7), A.B. Kohn (stroke),-P. Harrison (co;<)'
L. L. B. Mo1I anC G. B. Johnson (coaches), won their heat, but, after
an exciting race, were defeated by one foot in the final.

Handi,cap Scu,lls.-K. Bilney was defeated.

Albert Park Regatta
29th January, 1951

Senior Eigh,t.-W. L. Wallace (bow), J. Peterson (2), F. \oble(3), D. Ollitr, (4), W. J. Craig (ir_), 1V..-O. Granow5-ti-(p),^8. G-
Duv g), J.D.'shears (stroke), W. Bailey ("o+), N. W. Cairnes
(co-ach),-scored a good vn'in, completing a fine double.

Senior Fout'.=H. D. Duncan (bow), H. P. Shears (2), L. T'.
B. MolI (3), R.R. Aitken (stloke), P. Hoppe (cox), wel'e again
successful.

Junior Four.-Your representatives at Upper Yarra wele de-
feated in their heat of this event by the ultimate winners.

Lightuteiglht Ei.gltt.-A. Batiste (bow), R.-H.--M.artin,.(2)- ry.
T. Moirison'-(3), fi. g. Richardson (4), E. C. White -(5), D. J.
Crichton (6), J.N. Robertson (7), A.B.Kohn (stroke),-P. Ilarrison
(cox),L.L.'8. motl and G. B. Johnson (coaches), won the heat and
final of this event in good style.



Ballarat Regatta
24th February, 1951

Senior EigLLt.-W. L. Wallace (bow), R. R. Aitken (2),- F..^P.
l)uncan (3), b.Otlitr (4), W.J. Craig (5), \ry..O. Granoy.l-.t- (9),
R. G. Diy'(7), J. Il.'Shears (stroke), W. Bailgv 1co1), N.^ W.
Cairnes (doactr), youl Senior Eight suffered their first defeat of the
season in'this rac6, going down to Corio Bay by 3a of a length.
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Junior Fot,Lr.-M. Murray (bow), J. D. Scales (2),,S.' M. Smilh
(3), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P.'Harrison (cox) , L. L.B. MolI (coach),
lvere defeated.

Junior Pait".-1. M. Smith (bow), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P. Wilson
(cox), L. L. B. Moll, were unsuccessful.

H. Martin (2), J.
, D. J. Crichton (6),
Bailey (cox), H. P.

Maiden Eight.-E. C. White (bow), R.
Morganti (3), B. Taylor (4), G. Wischer G)
D. J-. Pickwell (7), B. J. Doyle (stroke). W.
Shears (coach), were narrowly defeated.

Barwon Regatta
3rd March, 1951

Senior Ei,glLt.-W. L. Wallace (bow).H.P, Slr_garp (-2), H. D.
Duncan (3), ft. R. Aitken (4), W. J. Craig (5), W. O. Granowski
(6), R.G.'Day (7), J.D. Shears (stroke), were defeated by * a
length.

Junior Four.-M. Murray (bow)-. J. D. Scales (2), S.- M. Smith
(3), A. B. Kohn (stroke), P.-Harrison (cox) , L.-L. B. MoIl (coach),
won the heat and final of this event in good style.

Muid.en EiglLt.-Your Ballarat representatives won their heat,
but were defeated in the fina1 by three feet.

Mildura Regatta
24th March, 1951

Settior Four.-T. W. Shears (bow), J. D. Shears (2\' L.L. B.
i!{oli (3), H.P.Shears (stroke), W. Bailey (cox), won this event.

Settior Puir.-T. W. Sheals (bow), J. D. Shears (stroke), W.
Bailey (cox), \vere unsuccessful.

Junior Eight.-E C. White (bow), R. H. Richardso"-(2l T, W.
Shears (3), D. J. Crichton (4), J. N. Robertson -(q), 8.. J.. Dovle
(6), W.Wh'eatiand (7), A. B.Kohn -(stroke), trV. Baiiey (cox), won
their heat, but were defeated in the final by 1] iengths.

Junior Fou't'.-J. N. Robertson (bow), B. J. Doyle (2), W.
Wheatlancl (3), A.B. Kohn (stroke), \\r. Bailey (cox), won their
heat, but were defeated in the fina1.

Maiden Putr.-J. Morganti (bow), G. Kelly (stroke), W. Bailey
(cox), were defeated.
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Wentworth Regatta
26th March, 1951

Senior Four.-Your representatives at Mildura were awalded
a low-over on this occasion.

Senior Pa,ir.-Your representatives at the previous regatta lvere
defeated.

Juruior Fowr.-J. N. Robertson (bow), I). J. Crighton (2), W.
Wheatland (3) A. B. Kohn (stroke), W. Bailey (cox), won their
heat. but were defeated in the finai.'Matden Pair.-Y our Mildura l'epresentatirzes were defeated.

Metropolitan Novice Regatta
15th September, 1951

Nouice Four.-A. Batiste (bow), D. Bell (2\, G. Wischer (3),
N. Marr (stroke), P. Wilson (cox), L. L. B. Moll (coach), were
defeated in the heat by the uitimate winners.

Begittners' f slLv.-fi. Liddle (bow), L. Ac-kland (2), C, Lewis
(3), R. Lennon (stroke), P. Hoppe (cox), J.N.Robertson (coach),
deiil-heated in this event, but won the re-row by a good mar-gin. -Beginners' Pair.-G.' Geroe (bow), W. Stephe^ns (stroke), P.
Haruison (cox), E. C. White (coach), wele successful.

Nodce SculLs.-J. Forsyth u,as defeated.

Premierships
PREMIERSIIIP POINTS

Senior

I

l

Head of tl
Youl conglatulations ale exten

fine win in this event. Mr. Challes
rvas coach of the successful clew, al
conveyed to him.

Thanks to the co-opelation of
Mitchell, with the Clubs Executive,
l ith scotch College was continued.

Combinatic
U.L.V.A. EIGH'I'S -

Meibourne Rowing CIub conduc
race for trophies donated by the Uni
tion. A. Batiste represented your C

MORELL EIGHTS - 5t]

The family of the late Sir Stepl
donated trophies for this event. Tw
ning crew was as follows: W. IV

Palmington (Richmond), 2; W. Ta
Leonard (Richmond), 4; H. Christia
(Mercantile), 6; K. Blanche (Prest
stroke; P. Wilson (Mercantile), co-.

Club R
MARTIN CLEMMENS FO

The trophies for this event wet
mens, a former member of Leand
Clemmens was a regular visitor to
tralia on leave from Cyprus. An t
for this event and the trophies werr
on behalf of the donor. The race was
K. Wilson (2), T.W. Shears (3), A
(cox).

PRESIDENT'S FOURS -
This event was once again condr

Day for trophies donated by our P.
crews competed, the successful crev
Peterson (2), F. Nobie (3), A. B. K

GUINN PAIRS - I

Trophies for this event were do
Member of the Club. Eleven crews
by: J. N. Robertson (bow), H. P. S

PICKEN.WILLIAMS EIG]
Once again the CIub is indebted

S. Williams for generously donatin
crews competed, the successful crew
Bell (2), G. Geroe (3), N. Brownin
(6), W. Shears (7), H. Shears (str

Mercantile
Corio Bay
Melbourne
Albert Park
Preston

Banks ..
Ballarat ..
Richmond ..
Mercantile ..
Nagambie ..
Barwon
Mildura ..
South Melbourne
Yavva Yarra . .

Corio Bay

Ballarat . .

Mercantile . .

Baliarat City
Corio Bay ..
Albert Park
Banks ..

72 University
Essendon . .

Mildura
Yarra Yarra . .

Sydney (N.S.W.)
Junior

74 Warrnambool
44 Wendouree . .

40 Bairnsdale ..
38 Albert Park . .

32 Essendon ..
24 Rutherglen Lake
20 Dimboola ..
20 Hawthorn
20 Nestanglo
18

8
2
2
2
1

8
8
4
4
2
2

ooD'
22
L4
L4

52
24
20
16
16
10

l4
t4
72
t2

6
6
4
4
4

Your congratulations are extended to Banks Rowing Club on
winning the above premiership.

Lightweight
Barwon
South Melbourne
Melbourne
Yarra Yarra
Eaglehawk
Warrnambool

To Ballarat Rowing Club, the winners of the Lightweight
Premiership, we extend your congratulations.

I
I
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I

f

I

I

Head of the River
Your congratulations are extended to Scotch CoIIege on thelr

fine win in this event. Mr. Char'les Saleh, a Member of your Club,
was coach of the successful crew, and your congratulations are also
conveyed to him.

Thanks to the co-operation of the Captain of Boats and Mr.
Mitche11, with the Clubs Executive, your Club's happy association
u,ith Scotch College was continued.

Combination Races

U.L.Y.A. EIGHTS-7th October, 1950

Melbourne Rowing Club conducted this eight-oared cornbination
race for trophies donated by the United Licensed Victuallers Associa-
tion. A. Batiste represented your CIub in the winning crew.

MORELL EIGHTS - 5th DECEMBER, 1950

The family of the late Sir Stephen l\{orell, once more generously
donated trophies for this event. Twelve crews entered and the win-
ning crew was as foilows: W. Morrison (Mercantile), bow; 4.
Palmington (Richmond), 2; W. Tanner (South Melbourne), 3; R.
Leonard (Richmond), 4; H. Christian (Yarra Yarra), 5; J. Peterson
(Mercantile), 6; K. Blanche (Preston), 7; J. Shears (Mercantile),
stroke; P. Wilson (Mercantile), cox.

Club Races

MARTIN CLEMMENS FOURS - 29th July, 1950

The trophies for this event were donated by Mr. Martin Clem-
mens, a former member of Leander Rowing Club, E-ngland. Mr.
Clemmens was a regular visitor to the Club House, whilst in Aus-
tralia on leave from Cyprus. An entry of six crews was received
for this event and the trbphies were presented by Mr. D. A. Calder
on behalf of the donor. The race was won by: J. N. Robertson (bow),
K. Wilson (2),T. W. Shears (3), A.B.Kohn (stroke), P. Harrison
(cox).

PRESIDENT'S FOURS - 
26th AUGUST, 1950

This event was once again conducted in conjunction with Ladies'
Day for trophies donated by our President, Mr. A. L. Dobbie. Ten
crews compeled, the successful crew being: W. Morrison (bow), J.
Peterson (2), F.Noble (3), A.B. Kohn (stroke), P. Harrison (cox).

GUINN PAIRS - 5th MAY, 1951

Trophies for this event were donated by Mr. Stan Guinn, a Life
Member of the Club. Eleven crews competed and the race was won
by: J. N. Robertson (bow), H. P.Shears (stroke), T. Liddle (cox).

PICKEN-WILLIAMS EIGIITS 
-26th 

MAY, 195I
Once again the CIub is indebted to Messrs. J. H. Picken and M.

S. Williams for generously donating trophies for this event. Four
cre\ /s competed, the successful crew being: G. Richardson (bow) , D.
Bell (2), G. Geroe (3), N.Browning (4), F.Noble (5), J, Peterson
(6), W. Shears (7), H. Shears (stroke), P. Harrison (coN).
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ALEX CLARKE FOURS - 23rd JUNE, 1951

This event will be raced for trophies presented by the Club as
a memorial to the late Mr. C. A. R. Clarke, for many years
Treasurer and a Committeeman of the Club.

SPRIGG TIME TRIAL
Once again we are indebted to Mr. J. G. Sprigg, a Vice-President

and Life Member of the Club, who has donated trophies for this
Time Trial. The event will terminate on the night of the Annual
Meeting and is being rowed under similar conditions to last year's
trial, when the course was to the Dock Head and return. The
winners of this event last year were: E. C. White (bow), J.
Peterson (2), F.Noble (3), D.Ollitr (4), H.D. Duncan (5), H.P.
Shears (6), S.M. Smith (7\,J. D. Shears (stroke), W. Bailey (cox).
Time: 28 mins. 1 sec.

HARLEQUIN TIME TRIAL
The Harlequin Club, wliose association with Mercantiie has'extended over many years, has once more donated handsome trophies

for a time triai event for four-oared crews. The course is again to
Spencer Street Bridge and return. Already a number of crews have
completed the course and as the event does not terminate until the
day of the Annual Meeting, it is not possible to name the winning
crew in this report. The winners of this event last year were: J.
Robertson (bow), J.D. Shears (2), J.S. Rowe (3), R.R. Aitken
(stroke), W. Bailey (cox). Time: 11 mins, 45 secs.

Trophies

Captain's Trophy.-The Captain, Mr. Deane Morgan, has again
donated a trophy for competition among members. OnIy a few points
separate the leading competitors and the result will not be known
until the Annual Meeting. Last year the trophy resulted in a
dead-heat between Mr. A. B. Kohn and Mr. J. N. Robertson; Mr.
Morgan, who also donated the trophy on this occasion, generously
provided a trophy for each of the winners.

J. W. Beattie Trophy.-Mr. Beattie has again provided a trophy
for the member gaining most points in regatta racing during the
season. This trophy has been won by M_r. A. B. Kohn from Mr.
J. D. Shears.

Comsuto,ins' T,r'o7thi,es.-The competition for the shield donated by
Mr. M. Bailey for the Champion Coxswain of the Club was won by
Master W. Bailey. The trophy for the most improved coxsrn'ain,
donated by Mr. tr. K. Varcoe, was won by Master P. Wilson.

Boat Christenings

On Ladies' Day, 26th August, two new craft recently added to
the Club's Fleet rvere named. The racing eight recently purchased
from the Western Australian Rowing Association was christened
"Deane Morgan" by Mr. Morgan's sister, Mrs. A. Stuart, and the
Tub Foul, delivered from Adelaide at the commencement of the
season, was named "E, K. Varcoe" by Mrs. tr. K. Varcoe.

Both ladies were introduced to the iarge number of members
and ladies present by the Club's President, Mr. A. L. Dobbie, and
the ceremonies were carried out in the usual Mercantile manner.

MtrRCANTILE

Social I
Ladies' Dag.-This poPular J

Afternoon tea was provided in tht
witnessed in the President's Fourt

Annual Dinner.-The Annual
on 7th December and a very enjoYz
Ho$,ever, unfortunately the attel
all connected with the organisati
mately 50 members being present.
support is forthcoming for this fix1
wilI have to be given to its abanc

Dances.-During the Year ser

the "Dorchester", and Proved rzery
are due to Mr. Bitl White, assist'
Geoff. Bade, for the exeellent orP

Ger

At the last Annual Meeting,
Lindblade were unanimously elect
rvork these two gentlemen have d

all members, and it lvill be agr<
wcll earned.

Early in the season, Dimboo
some Cup to the Club, in recogni
them duiing their visits to Mel
It has been decided by your Com:
N. W. Cairnes as the most success

Our congratulations are exte
Roy Thursfield, on their aPPointrn
Melbourne Amateur Regatta As
the first under their control, was t
Henley to date, and augurs well :

their guidance.

Your thanks are again due to
Bob Aitken, Jack Shears, Harry
and other members, rn'ho have de
months to carrying out repairs or
small band of members has bee
down the cost of boat repairs. '\

on Wednesday evenings and you:

At the last Annual Meeting o
your President, Mr. A. L. Dobbi
standing for re-election as a Met
ciation. Mr. Dobbie has been a
inceptioh, and his mature judgr
Your Captain, Mr. Deane Morga
Mr. Dobbie's place, and congratu
well-dcserved honour.
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Social Activities

Lad,i,es, Dag.-This popular. function was again well attended.

Afternoon tea was pro"i,i"a i! the 
-Gymnasium, 

and good racing: was

;i;;;;"d- in 
-trre 

Prtsident's Fours'

Ann:Ltal Dinner..-The Annual Dinner was held -at c-arlyon's Hotel

on Tth December ,"a , "".V 
;j;trbl; evening was ha4 by all present'.

Hou'ever, urrto.tririt"fv-ii'ru dtt""rdor,"e was vely. disappointins to

"ii't"""6.6d ;itli'1h;" organisatiol of this function, only .appl'oxr-
matelv b0 membe;; b;i"d p-iesent. 

-ft 
is ob-vious, that unless increased

:11;;'#i; f ;;1ffi;f ior"iili. 
-n"t" 

re 1.. f qture, seri ous cons ideration
;i'if h;"; to be given to its abandonment'

Dances.-DuringtheyearseveralCabaretDanceswereheldat
the ,,I)orchester,,, an? proved very p"p"ir, *ith members. Our thanks

are due to Mr. efiiVI',it",L==i=tJJ'W,lnessr;'.gohn Robertson and

e;d.-B;a", fo.-tf,L e"ctlle"t organi#tion of these functions'

General

At the last Annual Meeting, Messrs. F. R. IJrowne and A'--G'

Lindbtade *"r" orir,iil;"rlt-;l#tua i,if" Nlembers of the Club' The

work these t*o s;itiu,,,,*-iru""-done for the Ciub is well known to
;ii';",|b";.,' ,"ts-it-irrff f" agr""d- that the honour bestowed was

weII earned.

EarlyintheSga-Sol'Dimboo]aRorn'ingClubpresentedahand.
some Cup to the Ci;;;'il ,".ggtiti"n of tlie h-ospilality extended to

ihffi ["ii"g tfrlir"'iiJits^ io 
-1Vi"Iboot.," for Mefropolitan ReEattas'

It has been decided ffi'y"# C"**iIi"" to arvard 
-t-h!s lroqJrV to Mr'

N. W. Cairnes u*'tf," iro"rl-successful coach in the Club for the season'

our congratulations are extended to Messrs. Norm cairnes and

Rov Thursfleld, ";1ii;iluppoi"t*""i 
u. .roittt Hon. Secretaries-of the

ii".,ir,r-"r",i"Xilria*' it";;itr 
---q.r.o"iriion 

,(Henley)-. I,u.! Henlev,

ih;h;i';"d;r ih;il conliot, wss- unanimouslv voted the best post-war

Henley to date, ,;;;#ffi #"lt i". ftt" fut"ure of this flxture under
their guidance.

Your thanks are again due to Messrs. Lawrie Moll, He1!-S!ry-a1.s,

sou 
-.iiik";,-i;k -sh"};;;- uurry b*u", BiII \\rallace. Bill white

and other *"*t|*J';,ffih;;; a'"""t.d-.o' mu-ch time durin-g $1i1!qr

fr1;;til';; .urrvi"g out re_pai6 o1 ittu club's fleet. The work of this
i1*rri^ niira of "r"n'*lt;r ffi- bJg!- turg"ly instrumental in .keeping
down the cost "f b,;;i^;upulrt. 

-Workiig"bees.are a.gain being held

6i fr"t"u.au, ""*iri!r d"a your attendance is invited.

At the last Annual Meeting of the victorian Rowing Associatiort,

Voo, pr".iat"i, Mr. A. L. Dobbie announced that he would not De

iir"ai"s T""-r"-"ii"ii"ri ,r u M"*ber of the Executive of the Asso-
rniaf.ion. Mr. Oo[bie 

-t r. te"r, a Mernber of the Executive since its
ir11!iiii;",-;;i ht.^"!q;6r; _fiasment'wiir be missed bL this .bodv.
fi;'""c;i,t;il, M;. 

-il?il 
1ft|iEr& .was erected to the Executive in

rtr. 
^n"t6i;;; 

ilraci, ;;J^;;ffiutotJtlon. are extended to him on this
well-deserved honour.
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It is with pleasure that we are able to record the reappearance at
the CIub House of George Robertson. Althoush still suffering the
effects of an accident sustained over twelve months ago while return-
ing home from training, George is now making good progress, and
we aII trust that before long he r,rrill be able to take his place in a
crew.

Our sincere sympathy is extended to Messrs. C. Barnett, M. E.
Green, G. and R. Richardson, R. W. Thursfield and C. V. Ward, who
suffered bereavements during the year.

Best wishes for their future happiness and prosperity are con-
veyed to Messrs. N. Bro'r,vning, I. M. Green, J. Langley, F. Kain,
W. T. Morrison, C. J. Nicholls and S. M. Smith, who were married
during the year.

Mr. Norman Cairnes, Assistant Honorary Secretary of the
Victorian Rowing Association, added to the outstanding service which
he has given to rowing in Victoria, by acting as Secretary for some
months during the absence of Mr. Harry Butler in Queensland.

Our congratulations are extended to Messrs. A. Abromwich, A.
Gordon, W. Gray, G. Hiller, J. Mitchell, W. A. Trickett and F. Raven,
and their wives, on the occasion of additions to their families. Special
congratulations are accorded to Mr. and Mrs. Geoff. Hyett on the
birth of twins.

Masters W. Bailey, P. Harrison, P. Hoppe, M. Lee, T. Liddle and
P. Wilson have rendered the Club good service as coxswains during
the year.

Your Captain, Mr. Deane Morgan, was appointed Secretary of
the Upper Yarra Regatta Association during the year, and the
success of this Association's fixture in January last was a tribute to
his organisation.

The Senior Eight, which represented your Club at the V.R.A.
and Henley Regattas, competed at the Metropolitan Regatta, Sydney,
on the 5th December. On water which they were not used to and in
a strange boat, this crew put up a very creditable performance to
finish a good second to Sydnelg Eowing Club.

On Sunday, 25th February, Sir Angus Gillan, K.B.E., C.M.G.,
Representative of the British Councii, paid a visit to the Club, and
after a row in one of the Club crews, presented the City of Norwich
Shield to Jack Shears, as stroke of the Club's successful Champion
Eight.

Members were pleased to welcome to the CIub House Mr. Bill
Hidgcock. BilI has spent some years in the Northern Territory,
and is now in Melbourne on holidays.

The thanks of all members are due to the rowing correspondents
of the four Metropolitan Daily Newspapers for the sterling publicity
they have given the sport under extremely difficult circumstances.
Thanks are also conveyed to Radio Stations 3A'W, 3DB, and to The
Australian Broadcasting Commission for simiiar publicity during
the season.

Mr. A. G. Lindblade is at work compiling a history of the early
days of the CIub, and members are looking forward to the publication
of this history with much interest.

MERCANTILE I
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congratulations are conveyed to Mr. -Jim .Ferguson, a ryember of
the club] on coaching the victorious_university Eisht i^t !4" Inter-
varsity Race in June of last year. Jim is also coach of this year's
crew.

Messrs. E. K. Varcoe, D. A. Calder and C. H. Ward attended
to the catering for the re-union at the Club House on An-zac Day,
and those part-icipating expressed their thanks for the excellent meal
provided.

Prior to his departure on an overseas visit, Mr. Bill Pitt was
tendered a dinner -at Tattersalls Hotel by fellow members. All
present reported an enjoyable evening.

The cleanliness of the Club House is due in no small measure to
Messrs. Bob Aitken, Alby Lindblade, Graham Richardson, Bill
Wallace and others who have assisted. The thanks of members are
conveyed to these gentlemen.

During the past season we have been pleased to extend the
hospitality- of the Club House to the various country and interstate
Clubs who have competed at Metropolitan Regattas. Once again
the Club House was made available to the organisers of "Carols by
Candlelight" on Christmas Eve, and the "Herald Learn to Swim
Campaign" for their diving display.

Thanks are conveyed to the various rowing Clubs for the assist-
ance they have rendeled us during the past season.

Conclusion

fn conciusion, the letiling Committee wish to thank members for
the assistance given during the season, and hope that the same
co-opelation and support may be relied on by the incoming Committee.

For and on behalf of the Committee,

W. T. MORRISON, Hon. Secretary.
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ObituarY

During the past season two prominent rnembers of former yeaTs

have prtGa- ""irv, '{iz-, Mr' T' F' Brennan, and Mr' Horace E'
Stevens.

Mr. Brennan,s association with the club extended over no less
than- 6ti t*..- He joined it in 1893, and at the time of his death
*ur or" "of our Vice-Presidents. During that long period he saw
if-t" CGf gro* from a modest beginning t9. itl.present_status, .artd
;; ;;;;.;;[ed with such enthusi-asts ai Sir Stephen- Morell, Alex
Sfn"""-p.rcev Ivens, and those other stalwarts who did such- great
*trf.-'i" "=iuLtitni"g 

the Club on the sound foundations on which it
has been built uP.

His active rowing career was cut short whel .he .joined the
Victorian-Railways abdut 1896, where he used to be C-hief Account-ant,
b;i-h; r"ndered "flne s"rrrice to the Ciub as Hon. Tre-asurer, which
om"" t " 

filled most capably for a number of years. On his retirement
i;ffi lrri. 

-om." h" 'yir. ihe Club's Hon. Auditor for an extended
period, and was succeeded by Mr. F. R. Browne.

During his many years as vice-Presidelt, although. an. infrequent
visitor to "the CIub, tie still maintained his interest in it, and his
name figured regularly on the list of Donors.

His death removes yet another of the pioneers of the club, to
whom present day members ov/e so rnuch.

Mr. Horace Stevens started his rowing career with Essendon,
from which Club he transferred to Mercantile early in the plesent
;;;*rt. -rr"- nia a successful career with our Clup,. .$u4y in
,.ro"id*o" with Mr. L. Jones, including the Stewards' Challenge
Crp; H""lJy on the Yarua in 1906. Later he returned-tg Esse-ndon,
*ir'"s" colouiJ he carried when he won the Championship Sculls of
Victoria in 1910-11 and 1911-12 seasons.

On the outbreak of the 1914-18 War he joined the A.I.F., and
was in England at its termination. He remained there for a number
of 

-years, lnd had a successful eateeT as a bass-baritone,^ being
*.gi.ded' as one of the world's best- ^singgrs- o{ Oratorio. On his
.efu.r, to Australia, he devoted himself enlirely to a musical career.
He was associated wittr ttre choir of St. Paul's Cathedral from boy-
hoorl davs almost to the time of his death, was a distinguished
cbnducto"r, and was highly regarded as a Tutor at the Victorian
Conservatorium of Music. 

-His 
contemporaries in rowing circles still

i".utt with pleasure the great enjoyment afforded Fy his fine singing
at their sodial functions. It is safe to say that he has never been
equalled in this connection.

Addendum

It is my privilege to express to the Executive officers and com-
mittee of the- Club. -the sinCere appleciation and thanks of members
for the excellent manner in which they have managed the affairs
during the past season.

We were fortunate in again having Mr. Deane Morgan as
Captain, and Mr. Herb. Shears as Vice-C_aptai{r. .Both have served
the Club splendidly in their respective offices during the past four

SEVENTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT
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seasons, and their experience and- sound judgment have been largely
responsible for another successful year-

They were weII supported !_y wtr. w. Morrison as Hon. secretary,
and Mr." Ron Richard-s6n as Hon. Treasurer, and by a young and
enthusiastic Committee.

while we were not successful in winning two Premierships, as
was the case in 1949-50, it is satisfactory to h-av-e secured the Senior
fi"*l"6t ip by the handsome mar_gin recorded ir,r this report. .It
will be see-n that the Club also made a good showing in the Junior
Fremiership, and the newly established Lightweight Premiership.

our thanks aTe due to those members r,vho have done such
excellent woik in the coaching of crews, particularly tg Mr. Norman
Cairnes, who had.a most successful seaso!. Starting 9tr with winning
the ,,double,, Junior Eight at v.R.A. and Heliey reg_?ttas, he followed
this up with the ,,dou5le" senior Eight. at uppg Yatra and Albert
pait< iegattas. Then came a flne win in the'Championslip Eigarts.
His appdintment as coach of the Victorian crew for the -King's C-up,
*as fh" culmination of a very Successful Season's -coaching, and- a
fitting reward for the gleat - amount of time and enthusiasm he
devot"ed to his task. In addition to coaching, Mr. Cairnes has most
capabty filled the office of Assistant Hon. Secretary of the v,R.s.,
ard of Joint Hon. Secretary of the Henley Regatta, in association
with Mr. Roy Thursfield.

To those members who trained so conscientiously in their respec-
tive crews, our sincere thanks are due.

In recent years the lack of boa.tbuilding 4r*q in Melbourne has
made it necesiary for essential repairs to the fleet to be done by
members. In this, our Club has been fortunate in the excellent lvork
done by a small band of enthusiasts, headed by Mr. L. Moll. Additions
to the number of workers will be welcome.

I rvould specially draw tire attention of aII members to the
reference in this report to the necessity of building up our strength
in the Maiden division. While our position as regards Senior oarsmen
is very satisfactory, rowing history tr-as repeat-e{ly shown that to be
contenl with succes's in Senior and Championship races has had the
effect of slackening interest in regard to Maiden men, -and can easily
bring about serious repercussions in. any. Club. Therefore the assist-
ancd of all members ln this direction is strongly urged, not _only
in securing recruits, but by taking a personal interest in coaching
them, so t[at they can soon take their places in Regatta crews, and
thus'maintain the Club's prestige.

A. L. DOBBIE, President.
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Browne, F. R.
Dobbie, A. L.
Guinn, S.

List of Members, 1950-51

LIFE MEMBERS

Kenny, E.
Lindblade, A. G.
Mounsey, J. L.

Picken, J. H.
Potter, W.
Sprigg, J. G.

Ackland, L. R.
Clelland, A. J.
Craig, W. J.
Day, R. G.
Doyle, B. J.
Geroe, G. A.
Granowski, W. O
Jeffery, B. L.
Keeley, M.
Lewis, C. D.
McKaige, R. W.

Cooper, W. A.

JUNIOR M

Martin, J. I
Moloughney,
Morganti, J
Murray, M.
Oliver, R.
oltiff, D.
Pickwell, D.
Purves, A. I
Reed, I. E.
Rowe, J. S.

COTINTRY N

McKay, T.
Neill, J. S.
Newport, F.
Pearce, J. \

HONORARY

Mitchell, J.
Nicholls, C.
O'Reilly, J.
Palfreyman,
Raven, C. F
Rush, H. R.
Saleh, C. G,
Sanderson, S

Seamen, J. l

ASSOCIATE

Kerr, B.
Koch, A.
Murphy, H.
Nelson, H. I

Nicholls, D.

SENIOR MEMBERS

Abromwich, W.
Ainslie, J. B.
Aitken, R. R.
Anderson, H. R.
Appleby, J. P.
Atkins, A. H.
Bade, G. F.
Bailey, J. H.
Bailey, M.
Barnett, C. G.
Batiste, A.
Bell, D. F.
Bilney, K. A.
Black, I. O.
Blair-Hoit, J. A
Bolton, R. S.
Bourke, B. F.
Bradshaw, J. W.
Brooke, D. C.
Broughton, O. S.
Browning, N. G.
Burke, H. B.
Calder, D. A.
Cairnes, N. W.
Carr, J. P.
Clarke, A. H.
Clark, J. H. P.
Clemens, J. B.
Connolly, K.
Cooper, K. N.
Cooper, R. A.
Corteen, Ir. K.
Craig, J. B.
Crichton, D. J.
Daniel, N. F.
Davies, M. H.
Dennis, D. C.
Dobbie, A. W.
I)oherty, J. B.
Dowd, M. C.
Duncan, H. D.
Duncan, R. G.
Dunstan, J. T.
Epstein, G. L.
Fairbairn, J. L.
Farmer, J. G.
Ferguson, J. M.
Ferguson, R.
Fletcher, J. M.

Pitt, w. G.
Pope, K.
Powell, D. B.
Richardson, R. H.
Roach, D. F.
Richardson, S. G.
Robertson, G. A.
Robertson, J. N.
Rogers, E. A.
Rogers, L. W.
Rogers, W.
Rorke, A. T.
Rush, R. T.
Seal, D.

Fogarty, F.
Ford, H. L.
Forsyth, J. R.
l'osdlck, L. V.
Fullagar, R.
Galvin, V. C.
Gray, W. L.
Green, I. M.
Hansen, M. E.
Hiller, G. L.
Holyman, G. I.
Hoppe, J. P.
Hyett, G. S.
Johnson, G. B.
Jones, J. McD.
Kain, B. F.
Kerrigan, N.
Kidd, J. D. s.
Koch, A. A.
Kohn, A. B.
Kubler, K. S.
Lemaire, J. E.
Lennon, R. J.
Liddle, R. T.
McKinley, G. A.
McKahon, G. F.
McNiff, T. F.
Macartney, J.
MacFarlane, J. M
Macpherson, P. M
Mahoney, H.
Marr, N. W.
Martin, R. H.
Meates, R. A.
Miller, A. P.
Moll, L. L. B.

Duncan, A. R.
Gregg, R. V.
Hidgcock, C. W.
Langtry, J.

Shears,
Shears,
Shears,
Shears,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
Smith,
South,
Soward

Burmeister, C
Burton, A. J.
Butler, L.
Davey, G. H.
Evens, E. A.
Gordon, A.
Hill, L.
Horder, G.
Kerr, R. J.

E.
H. P.
J. D.
T. W.

G., jnr.
R. T.
R. W.
S. M.
J.
,R.S.

Spencer, H. T.
Stirling, D. S.
Tatnall, G. F.
Taylor, B. A.
Thomas, J. C.
Thursfield, R. W.
Trehearne, A. G.
Trouchet, P. A.
Turnbull, W. R.
Vanderkelen, P.
Varcoe, E. K. L.
Virtue, J.
Wallace, W. L.
Wade, P. M., jnr.
Watson, N. P.
Webster, G. H.
Wheatland, W.
White, E. C.
Wilkinson, C. V. H.
Williams, D. F.
Williams, J.
Williams, M. S.
Wilson, K. J.
Yunghanns, M. W.

Beattie, J. W.
Dennis, C. F.
Grimes, G. H.
Kendall, W. J.
Kennedy, J.

Moreil, D. R.
Morell, R. T.
Morgan, D. J. R.
Morrison, W. T.
Mounsey, R. J.
Murrell, C. G.
Naylor, D. H. L.
Naylor, M. C. L.
Nixon, N. V.
Noble, F.
Oberhansli, W.
Peterson, J. W.
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Ackland, L. R.
Clelland, A. J.
Craig, W. J.
Day, R. G.
Doyle, B. J.
Geioe, G. A.
Granowski, W. O.
Jeffery, B. L.
Keeley, M.
Lewis, C. D.
McKaige, R. W.

JUNIOR MEMBERS

Martin, J. R.
Moloughney, P. F.
Morganti, J.
Murray, M. D. G.
Oliver, R.
olliff, D.
Pickwell, D. J.
Purves, A. H.
Reed, I. E.
Rowe, J, S.

HONORARY MEMBERS

Mitchell, J. T.
Nicholls, C, J.
O'Reilly, J.
Palfreyman, D. B.
Raven, C. F.
Rush, H. R.
Saleh, C. G.
Sanderson, S.O.
Seamen, J. W.

COUNTRY MEMBERS

McKay, T. Rees, J.
Neill, J. S. Ross, W. G.
Newport, F. Stubley, J. L.
Pearce, J. W. Syme, R. York

Scales, D. J.
Shepherd, F.
Stephens, W.
Sprigg, J. B.
Thyer, R. S.
Turner, B.
Twilley, D. A. R.
Warner, I. H.
Wischer, K. G.
Williams, R.

Sloss, A.
Smith, U. R.
Stephenson, C. E.
Stooke, T. B.
Trickett, W. A.
Wade, P. M., snr.
Weire, L. B.
Ward, C. H. M.

w.
B.

Cooper, W. A.
Duncan, A. R.
Gregg, R. V.
Hidgcock, C.
Langtry, J.

W

Burmeister, C.
Burton, A. J.
Butler, L.
Davey, G. H.
Evens, E. A.
Gordon, A.
Hill, L.
Horder, G.
Kerr, R. J.

Beattie, J. W.
Dennis, C. F.
Grimes, G. H.
Kendall, W. J
Kennedy, J.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Kerr, B.
Koch, A.
Murphy, H.
Nelson., H. E.
Nicholls, D. R.

Palfreyman, F. G.
Stewart, S. C.
Strong, D. J.
Tibbits, I. D.
Varcoe, E. K.
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